
By Eric Cravey
The Oakleaf 

FLEMING ISLAND – It not only came 
with a unanimous vote from the 
school board, but a letter of support 
from Florida’s premier space agency.

The Clay County School Board 
voted Nov. 2 to named Elementary 
School “Y” Discovery Oaks Elemen-
tary and with that vote, also named 
the school’s mascot the Voyagers.

“With the next generation’s educa-
tional voyage beginning in elementa-

ry school, what better way to inspire 
our youth than to name their newest 
school after one of our nation’s most 
storied and historic vehicles: Space 
Shuttle OV-103, aka DISCOVERY, 
and to have as a mascot the name of 
one of humanity’s greatest scientific 
instruments: the Voyager spacecraft, 
the only sign of man beyond our 
Solar System,” stated Frank DiBello, 
president of Space Florida, in his let-
ter of support.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY PARRISH-MCCALL CONSTRUCTORS INC. OF GAINESVILLE

This aerial photograph was taken by a drone and shows the progress of Discovery Oaks 
Elementary School in the Eagle Landing section of Oakleaf. The school is on track to open for the 
start of the 2018-19 school year.

School “Y” no more 
Meet Discovery Oaks Elementary

School Names  

SEE DISCOVERY, 15

Mini ‘trash 
mountains’ 
aid in Irma 
cleanup
By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – For Clay 
County Emergency Management 
Director John Ward and the Florida 
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection, roadside trash piles are a 
thing of beauty. 

The sites, nine of which have 
been activated in Clay County, are 
currently acting as overflow sites 
where debris can be stored to pre-
vent backups at the Rosemary Hill 
Solid Waste Management Facility. The 
sites also allow crews to focus on 
cleaning up residential streets and 
yards before moving all the debris 
to its final destination in a Georgia 
landfill. Clay County also has access 
to two additional sites in Bradford 
County.

Though most residents wouldn’t 
welcome the sight of construction 
debris piled up alongside a stretch 
of rural highway, those directly 
involved in the post-Hurricane Irma 
trash frenzy see the sites as a sign 
of progress, a light at the end of the 
tunnel. 

“People see mounds of trash piled 
up, but we want them to know that 

SEE MOUNTAIN, 4
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Dark fiber loop in Clay’s future?
By Debra W. Buehn
The Oakleaf

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – From high-
tech communication ideas to “low-
tech” loving animals, the Board of 
County Commissioners took a look at 
proposals for the upcoming Capital 
Improvement Plan for the coming 
years at a workshop held Nov. 13.

While the CIP is generally re-
viewed every 5-years, the county, 
which is trying to look at a bigger 
picture with more vision geared to 
the future, also included ideas and 
situations that could come up in the 
next 10 years. 

The BCC heard from a number 
of county officials and department 
heads who made their cases for what 
they believe will make their areas of 
expertise run better and more ef-
ficiently and help the county and its 
residents.

“This is a starting point,” said 
Stephanie Kopelousos, county man-
ager, explaining that staff had put 
together a list of what members have 
seen and heard are the wants of the 
community, and what the commu-
nity might need to best function. The 

request from staff to the BCC is for 
direction on what additional informa-
tion it needs to make decisions and 
what becomes a priority so fund-
ing can be divided up properly and 
maximized.

Among items discussed was the 
idea of a dark fiber loop, something 
that helps provide top-level, high-
speed internet.

Troy Nagle, director of Manage-
ment Information Services for the 
county, presented the information to 
the BCC, saying, among other things, 
it could be important to economic 
development.

A dark fiber loop involves an 
entity – such as the county – pur-
chasing fibers used for high-speed 
internet and the like, laying the fibers 
underground and then using them for 
the county, its residents and its busi-
nesses. Such a project could either 
be done by the county alone, which 
would then rent out whatever fiber it 
did not use, essentially making it its 
own utility, or in a partnership, such 
as a public-private partnership. Either 
way, the money spent is essentially 
recouped by renting out what fiber is 

not used by the county.
The idea appears to have support 

from the BCC.
BCC Vice Chair Diane Hutchings 

said she has studied the idea for a 
long time, and believes it is the way 
to go.

“I frankly see no downside,” she 
said. “Economic development-wise, it 
puts you in the game for companies 
that need that dependable high-speed 
fiber. We just need a plan.”

Hutchings said she believes a 
public-private partnership is probably 
the way to go.

BCC Chairman Wayne Bolla also 
backed the idea of dark fiber. 

“That is probably the single 
most – other than getting the school 
district to Number One for industrial 
development – (thing) I’ve seen fly 
through here. If we could get world-
class internet back in this county so 
that IT outfits would want to come 
here, that would be something re-
ally positive we could all do without 
spending a ton of money.”

But Bolla also said he also wanted 
to make sure the project resulted in 
getting access to the rural areas.

“So, I would prefer to see the 
model more like we run it and we 
can tell them where to go with it,” he 
said.

For Commissioner Gavin Rollins, 
the idea of getting to rural areas 
is also important. Rollins lives in 
Keystone Heights and has often had 
trouble with internet service and 
related technology.

“There’re some points that are 
rough. There’s just very little connec-
tivity,” Rollins said.

Commissioner Mike Cella, who 
said “in theory” he was for the whole 
idea, also preferred the concept of 
the county having control, had an-
other suggestion of hiring a company 
to run things and have them take 
their percentage, as opposed to the 
county just going in as a partner with 
someone.

Commissioner Gayward Hendry 
could not attend the meeting.

On a somewhat different note, the 
commission also heard from Christina 
Sutherin, Animal Services Division 
director. Sutherin spoke about the 

By A.G. Gancarski
FloridaPolitics.com

TALLAHASSEE – Northeast Florida 
may have had one of its biggest days 
in some time recently in Tallahassee.

State Sen. Audrey Gibson(D-
Jacksonville) won a contested elec-
tion Nov. 6 to become the Leader 
Designate for Senate Democrats, 
replacing Jeff Clemens, who resigned 
after news of an affair with a lobbyist 
broke.

And before that, Sen. Rob Bradley, 
a Fleming Island Republican, took 
over the Senate Appropriations Chair 
from embattled Jack Latvala(R-Clear-
water).

Bradley addressed the regional 
significance of the twin triumphs.

“I’m so happy for Audrey. She’s 
a pragmatic leader who works well 
with senators from both parties. Very 

effective,” Bradley said. “When you 
think about the fact that we have 
Senators Bean and Hutson from our 
area, both highly regarded, and Sena-
tor Gibson will be leading the Senate 
Democrats,” Brad-
ley added, “I’m 
excited because 
we have a strong 
regional team. 
We all work well 
together.”

Bradley also 
discussed the 
move to the 
Appropriations 
Chair.

“Everyone has 
a different style. I’m just focused on 
getting the job done with as little dra-
ma as possible. There’s been enough 
drama in politics lately. It’s time to 
just roll up our sleeves and get the 

job done,” Bradley said, noting that 
he’s not new to the appropriations 
game.

“I’ve spent a lot of my Senate 
career working in the Appropria-
tions arena,” Bradley noted, “having 
chaired three different budget sub-
committees.”

“We will hit the ground running. 
President [Joe] Negron and I have 
worked together for years and had 
success together, and we have a great 
group of budget sub chairs. The 
transition has already been smooth,” 
Bradley added.

Bradley is noted for a big-picture 
vision – one of the reasons he was 
able to push Senate Bill 10 through 
in the last Legislative Session – and 
he is very well-positioned to carry 
key priorities, such as his proposal 
to allocate $100 million for Florida 
Forever – a program that has been 

underfunded since its inception.
His comments in a Senate panel 

Nov. 6 bear noting, in context of de-
ployment of those funds; at long last, 
Bradley is positioned to ensure that 
North Florida gets its share.

 “The Aquifer doesn’t just exist in 
one area of the state. The precious 
ecosystems don’t just exist in one 
area of the state. The entire state is 
unusual as an ecosystem,” Bradley 
said. “That’s why you have the Acqui-
sition and Restoration Council … and 
do it on a basis grounded in science. 
And really sometimes that ends up 
with money going to one area of the 
state or the other, but I think it’s less 
parochial.”

With Sens. Bradley and Gibson in 
key leadership roles, it’s entirely pos-
sible that the time is now for North 
Florida’s bipartisan, yet largely col-
laborative, delegation.

Bradley will ‘hit the ground running’ as Senate budget chief

Sen. Rob Bradley

SEE LOOP, 12
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S.B. Jennings’ alumni go back to school, 50 years later 

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

Retired S. Bryan Jennings Elementary School teacher Beverly Oglesby, who taught multiple grade 
levels in her 38-year career, speaks to the attendees Nov. 3 during the school’s 50th Anniversary 
celebration.

By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf

ORANGE PARK – For one evening, 
Bryan Benda and Russell Payne got 
to go back to elementary school. 

The S. Bryan Jennings alumni re-
turned to their old stomping grounds 
last Friday evening for the school’s 
50th anniversary celebration, and 
were instantly transported back to 
the mid-1970s when they were stu-
dents. 

“It’s amazing how similar it is,” 
Payne said. 

“To come back and visit really 
brings back memories of the school,” 
Benda added.

The men stood shoulder-to-shoul-
der as they flipped through old year-
books and photographs that were on 
display in the school’s library, where 
some of the books may still have 
the two men’s names scrawled onto 
their check-out cards. They discussed 
minor changes, such as the reloca-
tion of the principal’s office, and that 
their old playground had been turned 
into a pond. An old oak tree that 
contained hundreds of football-torn 
t-shirts had been cut down, too, but 
overall the campus felt, and smelled 
the same.

“The smell of the wood in all the 
classrooms brought back memories 
for me,” Payne said. Inspired by that 
notion, Benda led his friend to their 
old art classroom, “We’re gonna’ go 
smell the art room!” he said before 
leaving the room – although the art 
room is not in the same location.

Aside from the walk down memo-
ry lane offered up in the SBJ library, 
the cafeteria served as the hub of ac-
tivity during the half-century celebra-
tion. The schedule was packed with 
speakers, including former principals 
and teachers, and performances by 
the school’s chorus, and the Orange 
Park Junior High School band, whose 
membership contains former SBJ 
students. 

Beverly Oglesby taught at the 
school from 1971 until her retire-
ment in 2009. When it came time to 
celebrate the school’s first 50 years, 
Oglesby was asked to speak about 
the nearly 40 years she spent on the 
faculty. 

“A lot of things have changed 
since 1971,” she said after taking the 
stage. The bulk of the changes she 
listed consisted of changes to the 

SEE SCHOOL, 10
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STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

Oak Grove Baptist Church sits next to a county-owned property where leftover Huricane 
Irma debris is being stored temporarily on its way to a Georgia landfill.Crews are working 
to get everything off the street and into temporary storage areas as a means of cleaning 
up the community before transporting the waste elsewhere.

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

A temporary Hurricane Irma debris storage site is shown here off County Road 215 just south of Middleburg. The site is a temporary home to a mix 
of construction and vegetative debris while local removal contractors prepare to move everything to landfills in Georgia with which Clay County has 
longstanding dumping agreements.  

The map marks some of the DEP-approved temporary debris dumping sites Clay County 
is using to store waste before it is transported to a Georgia landfill the county has used 
for years. 

it’s for the greater common good,” 
said Russell Simpson, DEP ombuds-
man. “There is an end in sight.”

Simpson said the DEP anticipates 
debris collection sites to close 

just after the start of the new year. 
At that things might finally start to 
go back to normal, following months 
of debris collection from one of the 
worst storms in Clay County history.

“After Matthew we picked up 
110,000 cubic yards over about three 
months,” Ward said. “[After Irma] 
we’ve collected about 280,000, and 
we’ve got about another 100,000 
to go. It’ll be more than triple the 
amount of debris.”

The sites are opened on an as-
needed basis and many opened im-
mediately following the start of post-
storm cleanup. However, the county 
has been forced to extend their 
efforts and continue opening collec-
tion sites as others fill up. One site, 
located adjacent to the Oak Grove 
Baptist Church on County Road 
215, was opened after the closure of 
the County Road 218 bridge which 
prevented access to Rosemary Hill. 
The site is home to at least two large 
mountains of trash left in the wake 
of Irma. For Ward, his main concern 
is getting debris out of people’s 
yards and off the streets as quickly 
as possible. 

“I want my haulers to get picked 
up and turned around,” Ward said. 
“We try to create enough sites so 
they can turn around quicker and get 
back out to get more debris picked 
up.”

Though the number of sites has 
grown, it is not as simple as driving 
trash to a county-owned piece of 
land and starting a pile. There are 
tight DEP regulations that must be 
followed in order to operate these 

temporary sites. 
Brian Durden, an environmental 

consultant at DEP, explained that the 
county must meet certain guidelines 
before activating a temporary dispos-
al area. Following their initial request 
to DEP, the county must provide 
information on what contractor or 
contractors will be operating at the 
site. The site must also be secured by 
fencing so that citizens cannot dump 
their trash or rifle through what has 
been dropped off. Durden said that 
once these boxes are checked, his 
organization will look at overhead 
maps to see if there are any obvious 
concerns for placing a waste collec-
tion site on the property. 

According to DEP’s rules for the 
sites, there are three types of collec-
tion areas allowed: construction, veg-
etative and mixed, which combines 

the other two. Construction debris is 
not allowed within 500 feet of a po-
table water well, and within 200 feet 
of a wetland or body of water. The 
restrictions on vegetative debris are 
less, at 100 and 50 feet respectively, 
which allows more of those collec-
tion sites than construction or mixed. 

Once these criteria are met and 
confirmed by DEP the site will be 
allowed to begin operation on a 
temporary basis, and will always 
see a field visit from a DEP inspec-

tor within the first couple weeks of 
operation to make sure nothing has 
been overlooked and the site is con-
tinuing to run smoothly. The inspec-
tor will return after all the waste has 
been removed to do a closing inspec-
tion, ideally seeing that the contrac-
tor has left no traces of debris on the 
property. After DEP clears the site 
the county will be eligible to apply 
for reimbursement for cleanup costs 
from the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency.
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Family Life Night  
Adult Bible Study

Refuge Student Ministries
Royal Rangers

Missionettes & Rainbows
Wednesdays @ 7:00pm 

 Service Schedule

Sunday School - 9am
Morning Worship - 10am

Kidz Church - 10am

Sunday Celebration

“Heart  of Worship” - 5-6pm
1st Sunday each month

904.771.6424 - office
904.771.8031 - fax
westsidefamily.com

Special Christmas events - 
Sunday, December 10th @ 10:00am

Adult Choir Christmas Special

Sunday, December 17th at 6:00pm
Annual PowerSource Children’s Musical

“Wrapping All The Way”
followed by
“Toy’s of Love”

“Children 0-12 years old must  
be pre  registered” for 

“Toy’s of Love” in order to receive 
a pre-wrapped gift.

YOU CAN REGISTER ONLINE AT 
WESTSIDEFAMILY.COM

Deadline to register is Dec 5th 

Great Seasonal & Christmas Gifts

264-2012 or 800-275-1189
347 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park

www.ParkAvenueFlorist.net

Park Avenue
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP

School district ramps up classroom tech
By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf

MIDDLEBURG – Clay County District 
Schools are now more connected 
than ever with almost 3,000 wireless 
access points throughout the district. 

This number is up from just over 
1,000 at the beginning of the 2017-18 
school year, and the effort is part of 
a much larger three-month plan to 
ensure that every core classroom at 
every school will have the materials 
necessary to meet the tech needs of 
their lesson plans. 

“We are now a totally wireless 
school, we have access points in 
every classroom,” said Laura Fogarty, 
principal at Tynes Elementary School. 

Tynes hosted Superintendent 
Addison Davis last week after he 
reached out to the school to serve 
as a demonstrative model for the 
district’s recently-completed tech 
upgrades. The upgrades will allow 

better access to the OneClay portal as 
well as the iReady and Achieve 3000 
learning applications.

“We’ve got to stay connected and 
relevant,” Davis said. “The big thing 
for me is equity for our kids, and to 
make sure that they have the best 
tools that they need to compete and 
to be successful.” 

While touring a couple of second 
grade classrooms at Tynes, the dis-
trict’s updated model for education 
could be seen clearly. Teachers no 
longer stand in front of a room full of 
kids reviewing a chapter from a book 
and assigning a one-page homework 
assignment from that chapter. Now 
kids shift between about three sta-
tions within a core class, either in a 
small group with the teacher for that 
face-to-face traditional style of learn-
ing, or in groups with their peers 
working together to complete a task. 

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

Students work in a variety of learning situations in Michelle Cambron’s second-grade 
classroom at Tynes Elementary School. With the advent of technology-based learning classes, 
students rotate in and out of pen and pencil homework, time with the Chromebooks and more 
traditional lecture style teaching directly from Cambron.

STAFF PHOTOS BY KILE BREWER

Clay County District Schools Superintendent Addison Davis talks with a student at Tynes 
Elementary while touring the school to observe technology improvements implemented by the 
district. 

SEE TECH, 12
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We accept

MON 7AM-8PM  | TUE, WED, THUR 7AM-7PM  | FRI 7AM-6PM  | SUN CLOSED
OPEN SATURDAY - DECEMBER 16 - 8AM - NOON

All major credit cards and CareCredit are accepted 

Proudly Serving the Oakleaf Community for over 10 Years
Glenda Wiechman, DVM

8483 Merchants Way  | Jacksonville, FL 32222 | 904-317-6555  | www.oakleafvet.com
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

●  Wellness Exams
●  Real-Time Ultrasound Imaging
●  Laser Therapy
●  Vaccinations
●  Dental Care with Digital X-Ray & 

Ultrasonic Scaler
●  Non Invasive Digital Thermal Imaging

●  General Surgery
●  Diagnostic Lab On-Site
●  High Defi nition Digital X-Ray
●  Pet Lodging & Daycare
●  Bathing & Grooming
●  Private Puppy Training Course
●  Daycare Socialization Classes

Boarding Reservations Now Available
Reserve Today! Space is Limited

Your Full Service Animal Hospital
“Where Your Pets Are Treated Like Family”

Make your appointment today 317-6555 

Keep your pets safe during the upcoming holidays. Protect 
them from seasonal plants & decorations; candy; unhealthy 

food scraps; and loud noises. Celebrate this Winter season with 
healthy fur babies by keeping their regularly scheduled checkups

Please join us in welcoming our newest team 
member, Dr. Sarah Paschall. Dr. Paschall is a 
honor graduate from Ohio State University. She 
comes to us with over 12 years of diverse practical 
experience in general practice, emergency, and 
shelter medicine. Dr. Paschall is looking forward to meeting all 
of our wonderful clients and their furry family members.

Closed Christmas Day

HONORS

Shelter receives outpouring 
of aid, plans re-opening
By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf

DOCTORS INLET – After Hurricane 
Irma hit in mid-September, the sign 
outside Safe Animal Shelter read 
“closed.”

Shelter Director Sherry Mansfield 
received numerous calls, emails and 
text messages from concerned friends 
of the shelter who were worried the 
storm had knocked them out for 
good.

“Everybody thought we were 
wiped out,” she said.

Mansfield quickly got volunteers 
out to fix the sign, adding the word 
temporarily, because she was deter-
mined to bring the shelter back as 
soon as possible, starting immedi-
ately after the storm. 

“The first Saturday [after the storm 
hit] we held our cleanup day,” 

Mansfield said. “We probably got 
about 50 or 60 people out here and 
carried out anything that could be 
carried out.”

During the initial cleanup, the 
shelter filled three large dumpsters, 
Mansfield said, before finally being 
able to get into the building’s struc-

ture and pressure wash everything 
before going in for more detailed 
cleaning.

As Black Creek spilled into the 
surrounding plots of land, the shelter 
found itself under between three and 
four feet of water. The water brought 
with it a slimy brown muck that got 
into every nook and cranny of the 
shelter. Mansfield said that in the two 
months since closing for the rebuild 
she has continued to find hidden 
pockets of flood water and mud. 

Overall, the shelter estimates its 
total damages are around $80,000, 
but through several grants from 
Petco, Petsmart, Adopt-A-Pet, and 
Best Friends Animal Society, some 
for as much as $10,000, Mansfield 
felt they had a good standing to try 
and work toward opening back up 
much sooner than she had originally 
thought. 

“Support from the community, and 
these organizations, it was just pour-
ing in,” she said. “And it’s not just lo-
cal, we’ve had donations and support 
from across the country.”

Through Facebook, people con-
cerned for animal safety were able 

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

SAFE Animal Director Sherry Mansfield scouts a location in the repainted lobby for their framed 
mission statement as the shelter looks to open back up early next month. 

SEE SHELTER, 7

to find out about Safe and read its 
story, next thing they knew, trucks 
and trailers started showing up to 
drop off pallets of supplies. Safe has 
received so much, in fact, that Man-
sfield has had to donate some of the 
stuff back to the county to be spread 
to other shelters in need. One morn-
ing, she said, they arrived to find a 
pallet of horse food blocking their 
door even though the shelter does 
not take in horses. It was draped in a 

Texas flag. Mansfield said the selfless 
giving really helped her stay opti-
mistic as she watched crews tear out 
drywall and rebuild the nonprofit’s 
building from the studs. 

“I didn’t realize how appreciated 
we were,” Mansfield said. “It’s nice 
to have people who understand and 
appreciate what we’re doing here, it 
makes our job easier.”
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(next to Walgreens)

For weekly and daily specials “like” us on Facebook 
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Only During Football Games
Thursday, Saturday, Sunday & Monday

Mansfield also found a crucial 
player in the shelter’s rehabilita-
tion through a connection she made 
when looking for ways to save the 
hard drives from her mud-caked 
computers. 

She contacted Jason Steedley, a 
Lake Asbury resident and owner of 
a local electronics repair business 
called Tech Resurrect. Steedley was 
not only able to save the files from 
the hard drives, but he also sourced, 
through a friend, two complete com-
puter systems with printers for the 
shelter on which he reinstalled all 
their old files, and Steedley’s connec-
tions didn’t stop there. While helping 
out around the shelter, he discovered 
that their large air conditioning units 
had ended up on their sides and all 
the ductwork would need to be re-
done. Steedley contacted a buddy of 
his who does air conditioning work, 
and after a little volunteer work, the 
shelter’s air conditioner was fixed for 
fee. 

“It’s a network of people we 
have,” Steedley said. “They’ve got 
new computers, new cabling, new 
phones are coming in Friday hope-

Shelter 
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fully.”
Steedley’s work is not done. He 

continues to come forward with 
different ideas for things they could 
do to not just get the shelter back to 
normal, but to provide it with some 
technological upgrades at the same 
time. 

After evacuating all the animals 
from the shelter, Mansfield found 
foster homes in a hurry as she 
moved into the home of a shelter 
board member while her own house 
started to take on water. Once the 
water receded, Mansfield said, many 
of the fostered animals found perma-
nent homes with their foster parents, 
and others were sent around the 
country through the Humane Society. 
In total, they released about 25 dogs 
and around 50 cats to other states 
where they will, hopefully, find new 
homes. 

Safe Animal Shelter currently can-
not accept any new animals, but it 
will be back in operation soon. They 
have set their grand re-opening for 
Dec. 2 and expect to take in a few 
animals sometime between Thanks-
giving Day and the first Saturday in 
December. 

The event will take place at the 
shelter and be held from noon until 
five o’clock that afternoon. The shel-
ter will provide snacks and refresh-

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

The largest storage shed at SAFE Animal Shelter sits packed with supplies and food donated after 
the shelter was damaged tremendously by Hurricane Irma.

ments, as well as raffle prizes and 
discounted adoption fees as a thank 
you to the people who helped them 

get through their hardships following 
September’s flood.



Recovering Clay to raise funds in wake of Irma
By Wesley LeBlanc
The Oakleaf

MIDDLEBURG – Carole Gardner and 
her family moved into a house on the 
banks of Black Creek 16 years ago. 
Not once has her house ever flooded. 

As Hurricane Irma began to make 
landfall in mid-September, Gardner 
and her family left with the clothes 
on their backs, the family dog and 
a generator. When they returned to 
where their house was located, they 
weren’t met with the sight of their 
home, but rather, complete devasta-
tion. 

“On 9/11, when Irma hit, our lives 
were changed forever,” Gardner said. 

Once the worst of Irma had 
passed, Gardner found herself on a 
boat, slowly making her way down 
the creek joined by her family and 
neighbors.

“As we kept going, I kept thinking, 
‘Oh my gosh, this is terrible,’” Gard-
ner said. 

And then she saw it. 
“As we turned around a corner, I 

could see the first part of my house – 
a mother-in-law suite – and the water 
was up to the roof,” Gardner said. 
“As we continued closer to my house, 
I realized our cars were gone and 
water had risen to five-and-a-half feet 
inside.” 

“Everything we had was de-
stroyed,” she continued. 

Two days later, when she was able 
to return to the house by foot, her 
husband bashed open the front door 
to unveil a sight that still brings tears 
to Gardner’s eyes. 

“Everything in my house, my 
pictures, my furniture, all of it, was 
underwater,” Gardner said. “My whole 
life was floating in front of me.”

Despite having flood insurance 
and despite reaching out to the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, 
Gardner wasn’t receiving any help. 

“We’ve jumped through so many 
hoops and still, nothing,” Gardner 

said. Gardner isn’t alone. Clay County 
resident Maury Kopman has faced the 
same obstacles with little to no avail. 

“There’s just so much red tape 
that you don’t realize you have to cut 
through to get help,” Kopman said. 

Fortunately for Gardner and Kop-
man, Recovering Clay, a new non-
profit organization and extension of 
Mercy Support Services, has arrived 
to the scene. Led by Joelle Marquis, in 
collaboration with area churches and 
Sen. Rob Bradley(R-Fleming Island) 
and Rep. Travis Cummings(R-Orange 
Park), Recovering Clay aims to help 
those in dire need, like Gardner, who 
despite having reached out to all 
avenues, have received virtually no 
help. The idea for Recovering Clay 
began when Marquis realized that tra-
ditional methods of hurricane recov-
ery assistance were failing residents 
in the county. 

“There are people who just aren’t 
getting the help they need,” Marquis 
said. That’s when she enlisted the 
help of Sen. Bradley and Rep. Cum-
mings.  

Both graduates of high schools in 
the area – Bradley graduated from 
Clay High School and Cummings 
graduated from Orange Park High 
School – the two couldn’t help but 
get involved when approached by 
Marquis.

“Being here all our lives, we know 
the people who are going through 
this terrible aftermath of Irma,” Cum-
mings said. “You start realizing that 
there’s some gaps and lapses in gov-
ernment help and I knew that Sena-
tor Bradley and I could raise some 
dollars to help fill those gaps.”

At a Recovering Clay kickoff event 
held in Middleburg Nov. 9, Cummings 
announced that he and Bradley had 
already raised $100,000 for Recover-
ing Clay. 

But how will that money be al-
located? 

Wanting to guarantee the money is 
used to its fullest potential, Marquis 
and Recovering Clay have enlisted the 
help of experts who will ensure the 
money goes right where it needs to.

By utilizing experts who represent 
the different sectors of post-hurricane 
restoration, Recovering Clay can more 
accurately target those who are in 
need of help. 

“If someone needs help with struc-
tural damage, we have someone who 
is an expert in assessing structural 
damage,” Marquis said. “The needs 
define the target and the experts are 
involved to help with that.”

According to one inventory by 
Clay County Emergency Management, 
roughly 450 homes in the county are 
either completely destroyed having 
sustained substantial damage from 
flooding and winds.

Recovering Clay doesn’t plan 
to slow down anytime soon and is 
committed to raising $500,000 by 
Valentine’s Day with an objective of 
providing shelter for every family 
displaced by Irma and responding to 
the immediate and unresolved needs 
of those affected. 

“Things will only continue to get 
better as more money is raised and 
more families are helped,” Marquis 
said. “Now, we need to get the word 
out there and let people know that 
help is on its way.”

STAFF PHOTO BY WESLEY LEBLANC

Bobby Ingram of the band 38 Special, left, talks with Rep. Travis Cummings(R-Orange Park) Nov. 
9 at the Middleburg Boat Ramp and Park along Black Creek, the backdrop for a press conference 
announcing Recovering Clay, a new nonprofit aiming to help Irma victims.

STAFF PHOTOS BY WESLEY LEBLANC

Carole Gardner, at right, a 16-year resident 
along Black Creek, saw her home devastated 
by Hurricane Irma. She told her story Nov. 9 at 
a Recovering Clay kick-off press conference.
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By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf

ORANGE PARK – Jay Adair has been 
watching Orange Park High School 
baseball for a few years now. 

His son Jordan is currently a ju-
nior at the school, and his son Jared 
recently graduated from OPHS. Dur-
ing his years of sitting in the stands 
rooting for the home team, Adair 
noticed a small problem with the 
ballpark after his older son twisted 
his ankle in a game while leaving 
the shortstop position and heading 
toward the outfield to chase the ball. 

The area between second and 
third base, just into the outfield, 
had a significant drop-off. One day 
after a game, Adair walked onto the 
field to take a look at the spot, and 
noticed that there was a depression 
in the field that went about 2.5 feet 
down at its lowest point. The prob-
lem was bad enough that Adair, who 
heads up information technology 
with Jacksonville-based contractor 
Petticoat-Schmitt, decided to try and 
get something done about it.

“Someone could’ve gotten a real 
injury from [the elevation change], 
we’re lucky we haven’t had one,” 
Adair said. “It needed to be fixed, 
so I spoke with the athletic direc-
tor about three or four months ago 
to see if we could work on getting 
together to make it happen.”

In addition to creating a potential 
hazard for players, the area led to 
drainage problems, and there were 
other areas on the field that needed 

If you build it…

Raiders’ alum helps 
rebuild ball field

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

Dirt moving equipment from Petticoat-Schmitt levels out soil on the Orange Park High School 
baseball field. The company’s president, Ryan Schmitt, has donated his company’s time and equip-
ment to the project to help the school improve some drainage problems on the field.

work. Once Adair got the ball rolling 
with the school, his company agreed 
to help out in any way they could, 
especially considering the connec-
tion of the company’s owners to 
OPHS. 

Petticoat-Schmitt President Ryan 
Schmitt is an Orange Park High 
graduate himself, a member of the 
class of 1985. Schmitt, a soccer 
player at OPHS in the 1980s, saw 
this project as a great way to propel 
his company’s community-first mes-
sage and help his alma mater at the 
same time. 

“Our goal is to give them a better 
playing field and something that they 
can be proud of,” Schmitt said. “Part 
of our mission is to give back to the 
community.”

For him, this project was a perfect 
combination of giving back to the 
community, and helping the sports 
program at OPHS to which he attri-
butes his own coming of age. 

SEE BALL, 13
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FINANCIAL FOCUS: 
Time to Review Your Investment Strategy for the Year

As the year draws to a close, it’s a good time to review your 
progress toward your fi nancial goals. But on what areas should 
you focus your attention?

Of course, you may immediately think about whether your 
investments have done well. When evaluating the performance 
of their investments for a given year, many people mistakenly 
think their portfolios should have done just as well as a common 
market index, such as the Standard & Poor’s 500. But the S&P 
500 is essentially a measure of large-company, domestic stocks, 
and your portfolio probably doesn’t look like that – nor should 
it, because it’s important to own an investment mix that aligns 
with your goals, risk tolerance and return objectives. It’s this 
return objective that you should evaluate over time – not the 
return of an arbitrary benchmark that isn’t personalized to your 
goals and risk tolerance.

Your return objective will likely evolve. If you are starting out in 
your career, you may need your portfolio to be oriented primarily 
toward growth, which means it may need to be more heavily 
weighted toward stocks. But if you are retiring in a few years, 
you may need a more balanced allocation between stocks and 
bonds, which can address your needs for growth and income.

So, assuming you have created a long-term investment strategy 
that has a target rate of return for each year, you can review your 
progress accordingly. If you matched or exceeded that rate this 
past year, you’re staying on track, but if your return fell short of 
your desired target, you may need to make some changes. Before 
doing so, though, you need to understand just why your return 
was lower than anticipated.

For example, if you owned some stocks that underperformed due 

to unusual circumstances – and even events such as Hurricanes 
Harvey and Irma can aff ect the stock prices of some companies 
– you may not need to be overly concerned, especially if the 
fundamentals of the stocks are still sound. On the other hand, 
if you own some investments that have underperformed for 
several years, you may need to consider selling them and using 
the proceeds to explore new investment opportunities.

Investment performance isn’t the only thing you should 
consider when looking at your fi nancial picture over this past 
year. What changed in your life? Did you welcome a new child 
to your family? If so, you may need to respond by increasing 
your life insurance coverage or opening a college savings 
account. Did you or your spouse change jobs? You may now 
have access to a new employer-sponsored retirement account, 
such as a 401(k), so you’ll need to decide how much money 
to put into the various investments within this plan. And 
one change certainly happened this past year: You moved 
one year closer to retirement. By itself, this may cause you to 
re-evaluate how much risk you’re willing to tolerate in your 
investment portfolio, especially if you are within a few years 
of your planned retirement.

Whether it is the performance of your portfolio or changes in 
your life, you will fi nd that you always have some reasons to look 
back at your investment and fi nancial strategies for one year – 
and to look ahead at moves you can make for the next

Edward Jones, its employees and fi nancial advisors are not estate planners and 
cannot provide tax or legal advice. You should consult your estate-planning 
attorney or qualifi ed tax advisor regarding your situation.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor.
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way students are taught. She ap-
pealed to the crowd to talk to kids, 
and to instill in them manners and 
discipline, because, according to her, 
kids today need these lessons more 
than ever. 

For Oglesby, though, many of the 
things about S. Bryan Jennings el-
ementary that made her stick around 
all those years are still in place. 

“SBJ has always been a family-ori-

School
from page 3

ented school,” she said. “To educate 
one child, you also have to be con-
cerned about their families.”

Oglesby mentioned in her speech 
that she had seen a couple of fami-
lies there she had taught for at least 
two generations, she knew those 
families almost as well as her own. 
That sense of a school family seemed 
to resonate throughout the program 
– old friends were reunited, and 
students were able to catch up with 
their former teachers.

A cork board placed in the caf-
eteria for the event allowed students 

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

Former S. Bryan Jennings Elementary School principal Tiffany Outman gave a speech Nov. 3 at the 
school during their 50th Anniversary celebration.

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

From left, Randall Payne and Bryan Benda, both former students at S. Bryan Jennings 
Elementary School, look through old yearbooks and photographs from their days at SBJ during the 
school’s 50th Anniversary reception last Friday. 

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

Current and former students of S. Bryan 
Jennings Elementary School dug through 
old photos and yearbooks to see snippets of 
the school’s past during the 50th Anniversary 
celebration.

and alumni to post notes about their 
favorite teachers and school events. 
The boards were packed with notes 
and among the favorite activities, 
were family-oriented events like the 
Thanksgiving turkey feast and Christ-
mas gift giving. 

That feeling of being a part of 
something greater has even been 
extended to the school’s current 
principal, who is in her first year 
with SBJ. “I felt that before tonight, 
as early as this summer and into the 
first two weeks [of the school year],” 
said Principal Elise Love. “Everyone 
has been so welcoming and so ac-
cepting. The students here are the 
most loving and accepting you’ll find 
anywhere.”

Love hopes to stay a part of S. 
Bryan Jennings Elementary for years 
to come, seeing this as the best expe-
rience she’s had as a part of a school 
in the Clay County School District. 

“I’ve been teaching in Clay Coun-
ty schools since 1995 or 1996,” Love 
said. “I have never seen or experi-
enced anything like what is present 
here at this school.”
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Wolf sanctuary hit 
by Hurricane Irma
By Wesley LeBlanc
The Oakleaf

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Hidden 
by fences reaching 10 feet high, 
with zero publicity, just as its owner 
intended, sitting in between Palatka 
and Green Cove Springs is a sanctu-
ary and safe haven for five dozen 
wolves and wolf dogs.

You can’t pet these wolves. You 
can’t even see these wolves as they 
are not on exhibit. You might hear 
them but beyond that, you’ll likely 
have zero interaction with these 
wolves. 

Although different from many 
wolf sanctuaries around the country, 
there’s a reason for such seclusion.

“To have strangers enter their 
home, to have people they don’t 
know try and interact with them, it 
would destroy the sanctuary they 
have and feel,” said John Knight, 
owner and operator of Big Oak Wolf 
Sanctuary. “That’s why we are closed 
to the public.”

Knight’s story began in his early 
years, when his life consisted of what 
he calls browbeating from his moth-
er. Condemnation and a fear of God 

forced him into a life burdened with 
guilt and sin. According to Knight, it 
wasn’t until after he was 18 that he 
began to understand God and his 
relationship with humans.

“Jesus died for us so that we don’t 
feel condemned,” said Knight. “He 
endured the punishment for us so 
that we can live without constant 
guilt.”

Simply put, Knight refers to this as 
grace. This is what the entire mes-
sage of Big Oak Sanctuary centers 
itself around – grace, unwavering 
and infinite. It’s this grace that allows 
the wolves to be who they truly are, 
without fear of punishment for acting 
as they are meant to, according to 
Knight. It’s this lack of grace, though, 
that leads to a wolf without a proper 
home. The surge in popularity of 
wolves from the likes of the Twilight 
movie trilogy and more recently, 
Game of Thrones, is what has led to 
so many wolves being kept as pets. 
However, wolves are not meant to be 
pets and will never behave like a pet, 
said Knight. 

“These young people are more 
concerned with looking cool and 

STAFF PHOTOS BY WESLEY LEBLANC

John Knight, founder of Big Oak Wolf Sanctuary, said the private center endured about $200,000 in 
damages during Hurricane Irma.

While outsiders are not allowed to pet the wolves that called Big Oak Wolf Sanctuary home, 
founder John Knight has worked for years to build trust with the abandoned animals.

how they are perceived by own-
ing a wolf than they are concerned 
about the well-being and happiness 
of the wolf,” Knight said. “They act 
as wolves do and are punished, even 
though they shouldn’t be, and here 
at Big Oak, our goal is to teach the 
wolves that they won’t be punished 
for being what they are.”

“When these animals get here, 
they’re confused when they do 
something and look at us expecting 
punishment, and nothing happens, 
because we extend them the grace 
to be who and what they are until 
they realize that nothing they do 
will cause us to treat them with any 
feeling other than love and nurture,” 
Knight continued.

Despite the love and nourishment 
Knight pours into these wolves, Big 
Oak Wolf Sanctuary has run into 
some problems that desperately need 
fixing. As much of Florida received 
destruction and devastation from 
Hurricane Irma, so too did Knight’s 
wolf sanctuary. Needing to replace 
more than two miles of 10 feet high 
fence, Big Oak Wolf Sanctuary needs 
$200,000, but because Knight choos-
es to keep his sanctuary closed to the 
public – for the safety and sanctity of 
the wolves – a steady flow of income 
is hard to come by. 

“We need donations,” Knight 
said. “With 100 people committed to 
donating $50 a month, I could hire 

help. Any donation, of any amount, 
will help though.” 

For Knight, hiring help is no easy 
task as for the past 12 years, he 
hasn’t received a single paycheck and 
has completed all operations and re-
pairs by himself, except for the help 
of a handful of volunteers. 

Just days before Hurricane Irma 
hit the area, Knight fell off a 12-foot 
high ladder, an accident that left 
him with five broken ribs, a broken 
clavicle and a punctured lung. For 
obvious reasons, Knight isn’t able to 
complete the repairs he had planned, 
which is where the need to hire 
workers arises. 

Despite the rising need for fence 
repairs, Knight is confident in getting 
the job done. While certainly slowed 
down by his injuries, he still man-
ages to get new fences up and that’s 
because of his dedication and pas-
sion for these animals, which shines 
through with everything he does and 
says. “If I won the lottery, I’d still be 
doing this,” Knight said. “After doing 
this for so long, you can’t think of 
anything else other than what you 
have to do to meet these animals’ 
needs.”

To donate to the sanctuary, go to 
bigoakwolfsanctuary.org and click 
on the word ‘donate’ on the left side 
of the website. If you prefer mailing 
a check, the sanctuary’s address is 
there as well.
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needs and plans for a new facility 
for animals in need of help in Clay 
County.

Sutherin said she knew it was 
probably “not a surprise” that Animal 
Services was hoping to build a new 
facility that would serve the county 
better than the one now on State 
Road 16 near Penney Farms.  

The idea and how to best imple-
ment it has been discussed for quite 
some time for the aging facility that 
was flooded during Hurricane Irma.

“We are maxed out, it seems, all 
of the time,” she said.

A growing county population 
brings a growing animal population. 
Some 4,000 animals on their own are 
served per year,” she said.

The current facility is about 
13,700 square feet. It lies on 6.8 
acres, 2.5 acres of which is being 
used. The rest is wetlands, Sutherin 
said.

Animal Services – formally known 
as Animal Care and Control – would 
like to see about a 20,000-25,000 
square foot facility, which would 
house about 38 dog kennels as op-
posed to the current 12 animals, she 
said. It would also include space for 
cats, meeting areas, an expanded 
medical area and offices.

The new facility is proposed, 
along with a new health department 
building, to be on some 40 acres 
of land that is county-owned and 

Loop 
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located along County Road 220 just 
behind the Black Creek Park and 
Ride.

“We’re not trying to build the Taj 
Mahal,” said Stephanie Kopelousos, 
county manager.

Sutherin said the proposal is to 
look at plans in the next year that 
would give them the most “flow 
and functionality.” That would call 
for about $500,000 for architectural 
drawings and design work.

Animal Services is looking at a 
variety of places that already have 
proven designs, such as University 
of California at Davis, University of 
Wisconsin, University of Florida and 
Maddie’s Fund.

Grants would also be sought to 
help with funding for that portion of 
the project. Having been under 10 
percent euthanasia for years should 
help that effort, she said.

About $7 million would be sought 
during 2020-2021 to construct the 
new facility, she said.

Numerous other items were 
discussed including streamlining via 
software the library’s check-in and 
check-out system so librarians could 
be freed up to work more with read-
ers and library users, fire equipment 
and facilities and using something 
called “chip asphalt” for paving low-
use residential roads, including dirt 
roads.

Kopelousos said staff would bring 
back a list of priorities for further 
discussion at the Dec. 12 BCC meet-
ing. 

Tech
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task. More recently another cat-
egory of learning has emerged – 
allowing students individualized 
learning using Chromebooks, 
which is where iReady and 
Achieve 3000 come into play. 

“We have a blended model 
and we want to protect a blended 
model,” Davis said. “The bulk of 
learning will be [whole group]. 
This is just a small percentage 
[that is tied to this technology].”

The programs allow each 
student to move through educa-
tion resources that adapt to the 
learner, slowing down to help 
some kids, or presenting more 
difficult challenges to those who 
breeze through a lesson. Through 
the connection to the OneClay 
portal, these applications can 
provide statistics on each student 
and show teachers areas where 
students are excelling, or areas 
where students need improve-
ment. 

The use of these platforms 
will now be available district-
wide with the school district 
providing at least six devices per 
classroom after the purchase of 
6,200 Chromebooks since August, 
bringing the district total to about 
20,700, which will increase by 
about 500 next year.

In an effort to continue to 

stay ahead of the tech obsolescence 
curve, the devices are rented by the 
district, and will be upgraded on 
a yearly basis for about the same 
$600-700,000 price tag in each year’s 
budget, most of which comes to the 
district through federal education 
dollars.

“Most of the money comes out of 
our E-Rate,” said Sabrina Thomas, the 
district’s Technology Services super-
visor. “Also, we received some help 
from the facilities team, our technol-
ogy budget and our Digital Class-
room Plan.” 

According to Thomas the dis-
trict is close to meeting its goal for 
devices, which places one device per 
two students in grades Kindergarten 
through second, and one device per 
child for students in grades three 
through high school. 

Davis is aware that the introduc-
tion of technology in the classroom 
needs to be a gradual process, and 
is doing what he can to direct staff 
to help maintain the ultimate goal, 
which is to teach the “whole child.”

“We’re trying to implement this 
with high implementation, but 
couple that with high support,” Davis 
said. “We want to make sure that we 
take it slow, that we have high sup-
port, and that it’s being implemented 
in an effective manner within our 
school district, so it’s not driven at 
such a fast pace that we lose the 
integrity of what we’re trying to ac-
complish.”

A white box is seen on the ceiling in the second grade classroom of Tynes Elementary School 
teacher Michelle Cambron. The box is an access point that can be found in every classroom 
throughout the Clay County district to ensure quick and reliable internet access for every 
teacher.



STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

From left, Terry Connor, Clay District 
Schools Chief of Secondary Education, 
Clayton Anderson, Orange Park High 
School principal, Tim Clay, Director of Field 
Operations for Petticoat-Schmitt, Michael 
Harrison, OPHS athletic director, Ryan 
Schmitt, president at Petticoat-Schmitt, 
and Jay Adair, Director of IT at Petticoat-
Schmitt, stand next to dirt moving equip-
ment on the OPHS baseball field which 
is currently being leveled and filled by 
Petticoat-Schmitt at no cost to the school 
as part of a larger baseball field renova-
tion.

Once Schmitt’s company and the 
school were on the same page, 
Petticoat-Schmitt sent out survey-
ors, and eventually heavy equip-
ment operators to start what Schmitt 
estimates to be a nearly $7,000 
dirt-moving project pro bono. The 
district estimates the entire project 
to run around $25,000 including re-
landscaping and running irrigation, 
but the dirt-work gives them a solid 
starting point. 

“This is really a blessing to us,” 
said OPHS Athletic Director Michael 
Harrison. “Without their help we 
couldn’t do this project.”

Harrison said the dirt-moving 
project officially began Oct. 26 and 
should be done sometime this week. 
After that sod will be laid and ir-
rigation placed to get the field all 
finished up before baseball season 
starts early next year. “It should be 
looking like a baseball field again by 
Thanksgiving week,” Harrison said. 

Ball
from page 9
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Prepared for 
rising rates? 
Let’s talk.

Frank M. Meininger, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
7855 Argyle Forest Blvd, Unit 904
Jacksonville, FL 32244
904-778-4188
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

*One Entertainment Saving Spree booklet provided free to each attendee, with no obligation. The Entertainment Saving Spree booklet is only available at seminars through 
11/22/17. Florida Blue HMO and Florida Blue Preferred HMO are HMO plans with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Florida Blue HMO or Florida Blue Preferred HMO 
depends on contract renewal. This information is not a complete description of benefi ts. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may 
apply. Benefi ts, premiums and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. HMO coverage 
is offered by Health Options, Inc., DBA Florida Blue HMO, and BeHealthy Florida, Inc., DBA Florida Blue Preferred HMO, which are affi liates of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
Florida, Inc. These companies are Independent Licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings, 
call 1-866-379-1283 (TTY users: 1-800-955-8770). A salesperson will be present with information and applications. Tivity Health, SilverSneakers and SilverSneakers FLEX 
are registered trademarks or trademarks of Tivity Health, Inc. and/or its subsidiaries and/or affi liates in the USA and/or other countries. ©2017 Tivity Health, Inc. All rights 
reserved. We comply with applicable Federal civil rights laws and do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. ATENCIÓN: si habla 
español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-855-601-9465 (TTY: 1-877-955-8773). ATANSYON: Si w pale Kreyòl Ayisyen, gen sèvis 
èd pou lang ki disponib gratis pou ou. Rele 1-855-601-9465 (TTY: 1-800-955-8770).

BlueMedicare means more

M E D I C A R E  A D V A N T A G E

All seminars start @ 10AM
Choose a seminar that works for you:

NOVEMBER 28th & 30th, 
DECEMBER 4th & 6th

Golden Corral
582 Blanding Blvd • Orange Park
La Nopalera Kingsley Ave

2024 Kingsley Ave • Orange Park
St. Vincent’s Medical Center Clay County

1670 St Vincent’s Way • Middleburg
Thrasher-Horne Conference Center

283 College Drive • Orange Park
Hospitality Inn Jacksonville

7071 103rd Street • Jacksonville
Ramada Jacksonville Hotel 

and Conference Center
3130 Hartley Road • Jacksonville

Come to a seminar where you’ll get your questions answered.

BlueMedicare means more

 choices.
Come to a Florida Blue seminar 
to learn more about our plans.

Get answers to your Medicare questions, 
and choose a plan that’s right for you.

A BlueMedicare Advantage plan 
is an affordable choice.
It provides the same coverage as 
Medicare Parts A and B plus additional 
benefi ts and services.

BlueMedicare HMO benefi ts include:

✓ $0 monthly premiums and no deductibles
✓ $0 copays for primary care doctor visits
✓  Low copays for Tier 1 & Tier 2 prescription

drugs at a preferred pharmacy
✓ SilverSneakers® Fitness membership

(TTY users:1-800-955-8770), 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. local 
time, Mon. - Fri. to speak to a licensed agent.

For more information:

Alliance & Associates
866-379-1283
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1530 BUSINESS CENTER DR. SUITE 1 
FLEMING ISLAND • 904-215-4221

9640 CROSSHILL BLVD., SUITE 101 
JACKSONVILLE • 904-404-4444

Offering a range of 
treatment options, 
from interceptive 
to comprehensive 

orthodontics. 

www.dentistry-4-children.com

SPECIALIZING 
IN THE 

DENTAL CARE 
OF BABIES, 
CHILDREN, 
TEENS AND 
PATIENTS 

WITH SPECIAL 
NEEDS.

Kevin W. O’Shaughnessy, DMD, MS
Karen Koehler Zell, DDS, MS
Orthodontists • 904-404-4445

904-404-4444

Imagine kids’ dentist’s 
appointments that are fun.
WE offer them all day long!

Now Open!

visit www.canterfi eldofclaycounty.comassisted living 
license #AL13006

Follow us
on facebook

  Canterfield of Clay County
An Independent and Assisted Living Community

Independent Living  •  Assisted Living
Memory Care 

Independence. Well-Being. Peace of Mind.

•  Th ree Chef-prepared Meals 
Daily

•  Restaurant-style Dining
•  Scheduled Transportation
•  Organized Activities

•  Barber / Beauty Salon
•  Arts & Craft  Room
• Movie Th eater
• Fitness Center
• Laundry Service

• Licensed Nurses 24/7
• Housekeeping
• Pet-friendly
• Library
• WiFi

Canterfi eld of Clay County 
904-203-6100
1611 Winners Circle
at 3223 Old Jennings Road 
Middleburg, FL 32068

Public EventsComplimentary

Dine with the Doctor
Tuesday, Nov. 28th • 5:30 p.m.

“All About Infections”
Mihaela Ionescu, MD, FACP

Festival of Trees
Tuesday, Dec. 5th • 5-7 p.m.

Merry Making FUNraiser
to benefi t Community PedsCare 

Reservations Required
(904) 203-6100

Community Briefs 
Bike donations needed

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – It’s time 
to do some fall cleaning for J.P. Hall 
Children’s Charities.

The 36th Annual Christmas Party 
for Clay County’s children is look-
ing for a few good bike donations in 
preparation for its Dec. 16 event. The 
party will be held at the Clay County 
Fairgrounds, 2497 State Rd. 16 West 
in Green Cove Springs from 8 a.m. 
until noon.

Bike donations, along with new 
toys, will be accepted at every Clay 
County Fire Station between now and 
the day before the party. Firefighters 
refurbish the bikes to new condition 
and they are given to children who 
may not otherwise have a Christmas 
of their own.

The Christmas Party is open to 
any Clay County resident and Santa is 
on hand to make their wishes come 
true.

The J.P Hall Children’s Charities 
Annual Dinner and Auction – which 
raises funds to provide college schol-
arships to Clay students – will be 
Nov. 17 at the Thrasher Horne Center 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. Dress is cock-

tail attire and there is a dinner, silent 
and live auction. 

For more information, check out 
the charity’s website at jphallchari-
ties.com.

Celebrate a 
‘Hometown Holiday’

ORANGE PARK – The Town of 
Orange Park and The Historical Soci-
ety of Orange Park are gearing up to 
celebrate the holiday season.

The fun begins on Dec. 5 at 6 p.m. 
when town officials host “Light the 
Park” at Town Hall Park. The season 
kicks off with the traditional reading 
of “The Night Before Christmas.”

From there, town residents are 
invited to “Hometown Holiday in 
the Park” at Clarke Park on Kingsley 
Avenue.

This event features a shopping 
village, hay rides through a decorated 
trail of lights, live entertainment, his-
toric Clarke House tours, photos with 
Santa and more. It may even snow. 
Admission and many activities are 
free. This event will be held on Dec. 
8-9 from 6-9 p.m.

Vendor applications are now avail-

able and town officials are seeking 
sponsorships for “snow Stations” Five 
snow stations are available through-
out the park for $500 each. For 
additional information, contact the 
Emily Dockery at (904) 278-3043 or 
edockery@townop.com.

Thanksgiving Day 
garbage collection

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The 
Clay County Department of Environ-
mental Services has released its 2017 
Thanksgiving schedule.

Residents who have regular pick-
up on Thursdays will receive pickup 
service the next day, the Friday after 
Thanksgiving. Residents whose regu-
lar pickup is on Friday will receive 
pickup service on the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving. 

The Rosemary Hill Solid Waste 
Management Facility as well as the 
Environmental Convenience Centers 
will be closed Thanksgiving Day.

Learn about clinical 
research

JACKSONVILLE – Clay County 
residents involved in or interested in 
learning about clinical research are 
invited to attend AWARE for All, a 
one-day seminar scheduled for Dec. 5 
in Jacksonville.

Clinical Research Education Day 
is a free educational event that 
serves as a forum for open dialogue 
between patients, members of the 
public, and health and research 
professionals. AWARE for All will 
provide information about the clinical 
research process and activity here in 
Jacksonville, as well as food, prizes, 
and free health screenings. The event 
is hosted by the Center for Informa-
tion and Study on Clinical Research 
Participation, an independent non-
profit organization based in Boston 
that educates the public about clini-
cal research.

The seminar will be held from 
4-8 p.m. on Dec. 5 at the Schultz 
Center at 4019 Boulevard Center Dr. 
in Jacksonville. There will be blood 
pressure, Body Mass Index, glu-
cose and vision screenings. Guests 
can register for the event online 
at https://aware-jax17.eventbrite.
com/?aff=calendarlisting

“Festival of Trees” 
sponsors needed

MIDDLEBURG – Canterfield of 
Clay County, in partnership with Life 
Care Centers of America’s two area 
locations in Orange Park and Wells 
Crossing, is seeking corporate tree 
sponsors to support a new holiday 

SEE BRIEFS, 20



The second name considered 
was Bear Creek Elementary School 
where the mascot would have been 
the Cubs. This name would be an 
homage to Clay County’s Black Bear 
population, which is labeled as 
“abundant” by the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission.

The third name considered was 
Canopy Oaks Elementary School 
with the mascot being the Cardinals.

School Board Vice Chair Betsy 
Condon made a motion to name the 
school Discovery Oaks, while board 
member Ashley Gilhousen seconded 
the motion, which was passed 5-0.

Immediately after the vote, for-
mer chairman Janice Kerekes asked 
Superintendent Addison Davis about 
the timeline to appoint a principal 
for Discovery Oaks.

He said it was “best practice” to 
have a seasoned principal open up a 
new school, while adding he wants 
to see principal candidates come in 
with a vision to make this school the 
envy of Clay County.

The current vision calls for devel-
oping Discovery Oaks as a STEAM 
school where Science, Technology, 
Engineering, the Arts and Math are 
the driving force behind curriculum. 
Davis said Terri Stahlman, assistant 
superintendent for curriculum and 
instruction, and Michael Kemp, as-
sistant superintendent for operations, 
appointed a committee of teachers 
and principals who are tasked with 
creating content areas for Discovery 
Oaks.

“We had our first kick-off meeting 
last week and everybody was given 
their charge. They saw the blueprint 
of the school, they learned about 
what has come out of the ground 
already, what they can influence. 

Discovery
from page 1

Mostly, our decisions are in furniture 
and equipment decisions,” Stahlman 
said.

She said a team of teachers are 
going to be traveling the state look-
ing at other STEAM models that are 
excelling in hopes of duplicating and 
even improving upon to implement 
in Clay County.

“It’s fun work. It’s a lot of work. 
Those content teams that Dr. Stahl-
man put together for the facility 
planning; it’s a huge responsibility. 
They’re representing more than their 
own wishes, they’re representing the 
content for years to come for what’s 
going to happen inside that facility,” 
Kemp said.

“We were there for an hour-and-a-
half and they were still there excited 
and planning and strategizing, so I 
think we’re going to see a really in-
viting school choice opportunity for 
our families in Clay County,” Stahl-
man said.

After Stahlman’s comments, Con-
don asked what was meant by refer-
ring to the new school as a school 
choice opportunity. Davis responded 
by saying, “It’s a theme. It’s theme-
based.”

Condon said she wanted to make 
sure the district was not creating 
another concept school much like 
Orange Park Elementary.

Discovery Oaks is under construc-
tion in the Eagle Landing area of 
Oakleaf and is targeted to open the 
start of the 2018-19 school year. The 
school is being funded with residen-
tial construction impact fees, which 
prevented the district from having 
to borrow funds for the estimated 
$23 million project. It’s the first new 
school to be built in Clay County 
since Oakleaf High opened on Au-
gust 26, 2010 for the 2010-11 school 
year.

Before the official meeting got 
underway Nov. 2, Davis opened the 

meeting and took on an “acting chair-
man” role to kick off the board’s an-
nual reorganization meeting in which 
a new chairman and vice chairman 
are elected. 

Outgoing Chairman Kerekes 
nominated outgoing Vice Chair Carol 
Studdard to serve as chair, while 
Ashley Gilhousen nominated Mary 
Bolla. When the votes were counted, 
Studdard was named chairman by 

a vote of 3-2 with Condon, Kerekes 
and Studdard voting for Studdard and 
Bolla and Gilhousen voting no.

Kerekes then nominated Condon 
for vice chair, the sole nominee. 
When the vote was taken, Condon 
was elected 5-0.

The next school board meeting 
will be a special workshop Nov. 9 at 
4 p.m. to discuss the rezoning param-
eters for Discovery Oaks Elementary.

PHOTO BY CLAY COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Originally dubbed Elementary School “Y,” the Clay County School Board voted unanimously on 
Nov. 2 to name the county’s newest school Discovery Oaks Elementary.
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Quick 
Lunch

2 cheese slices
& Drink $549

Hours: Monday - Thursday 10:30am - 10pm • Friday & Saturday 10:30am - 11:00pm • Sunday 12pm - 10pm
904-777-3998 • www.MyLifePizza.com

9725 Crosshill Blvd. #112 • Jacksonville, FL 32222 (At Oak Leaf Town Center next to Dollar Tree)
Eat In - Take Out - Free Delivery 

(Limited Area - Last Call for Delivery 45 Minutes Before Closing)

Happy Holidays Oakleaf
Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials!

PIZZA
PASTA
SUBS

CALZONES
STROMBOLI

SALADS
1 TOPPING
10 WINGSPlus

Tax

 1 XL PIZZA
ONE

TOPPING

#1 1 XL PIZZA
$1399 $2199

#2

We are NOT affi  liated with 
any other pizza places

Plus
Tax

800 Oakleaf Plantation Pkwy
Orange Park, FL 32065

OakleafBaptist.com

Sunday
Sunday School 10:00am

New Worship 
Service Times 8:45am & 11am
Kidz Worship KG-3 11am

AWANA 5pm

Evening Worship Service 6pm

Wednesday
Men’s & Ladies
Prayer Meeting 6:15pm

OSM Youth “Fusion Live” 6:30pm

Prayer & Bible Study 7:00pm
Kidz4Christ KG-6

Christmas at Oakleaf Baptist 
Services on Christmas Eve will be at 11am and 5pm with a 

Candle light service at 5pm 
Come celebrate the birth of Christ our Savior!
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2001 Kingsley Ave., Orange Park 644 103rd St., Jacksonville

Take

THAT
broken arm.

Two locations, excellent ER care! 
We offer the fastest average ER 

wait times in the area. 
We're ready to treat your little 

ones during an emergency.
Check out our ER wait times at 

OrangeParkMedical.com.

Two locations, e
We offer the fa

wait t
We're ready t

ones durin
Check out our

OrangePa



No. 7 Hurricanes (9-0) 
dominate No. 3 Notre Dame, 41-8

By David Villavicencio
HurricaneSports.com
MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. – The Miami 
Hurricanes earned the reputation of 
being a big game team in the 1980s 
and 90s, but the 2017 Canes looked 
like some of the legendary UM teams 
of the past in their dominant 41-8 
victory over No. 3 Notre Dame Satur-
day night.

The No. 7 Hurricanes (9-0, 6-0 
ACC) faced the rival Fighting Irish 
(8-2) in Miami for the first time in 
nearly three decades and they, along 
with a loud crowd of 65,303 fans at 
Hard Rock Stadium, made sure to 
remind Notre Dame of what it was 
like to play the Canes in their home 
stadium.

“It was magical,” said sophomore 
linebacker Shaquille Quarterman, an 
Oakleaf High School graduate in the 
post game press conference. “The en-
ergy in the stadium was all around. 
It all adds to the big win tonight.”

For Miami head coach Mark Richt, 
the program’s unbeaten season is a 
by-product of the energy of the play-
ers as well as Miami, the town.

“What a wonderful night for our 

Irish no 
match for 
Shaq defense

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

OAKLEAF – Led by state titles in 
softball and track, Oakleaf High 
School saw a flurry of letter of 
intents signed the week of No-
vember 6-10 as athletes were able 
to confirm their decisions to con-
tinue playing at the college level.
Tops on the roster were Oakleaf’s 
girls softball team, the defending 
Class 8A state champions who 
won in classic fashion behind 
the bats of Angela Agurkis and 
Rebecca Koskey, who both signed 
on to play at college with the bo-
nus of playing against each other 
in conference play. 
Agurkis, a first baseman and 
catcher for coach Christina 
Thompson, heads to Florida 
Atlantic University in Boca Raton 
where she will join former team-
mate Alex Acevedo, an infielder 
already on the Owls’ roster as a 
freshman. FAU finished at 35-21 

last year, but lost in the Confer-
ence USA tournament 6-5 to 
Western Kentucky to end their 
season. 
Koskey, an outfielder also with a 
big bat and run-scoring instincts 
when on base, heads to Florida 
International University, just 

south of FAU in Miami, where 
she joins a team that finished 46-
15 in 2017 with a first-ever tab in 
the Conference USA champion-
ship game and a 1-2 record in the 
NCAA Division I championship 
tournament with a season-ending 

Athletes sign letters of intent 

Knights scholarship signings 

Oakleaf High triple jump state champ Melvin 
Briley heads to South Florida.

Oakleaf High softball got a big bat from 
Angela Agurkis who heads to Florida Atlantic 
University. 

Oakleaf base-stealing speed demon and 
outfielder Destiny Pacetti heads to Pen-
sacola State College. 

Oakleaf rightfielder Rebecca Koskey, also a big bat for coach Christina Thompson, right, heads 
to Florida International University. 

SEE SCHOLARSHIP, 19

SEE SHAQ, XX

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Oakleaf High graduate Shaquille Quarterman 
has led the University of Miami Hurricanes 
defense to a 9-0 season and a top three rank in 
national football polls. 

Sports



fans, for our players, every single 
person who’s a part of this pro-
gram,” Richt said. “It’s amazing what 
can happen when everybody works 
together and just cares about each 
other, loves each other and just trusts 
each other enough for everybody to 
do their job. Just really impressed 
with our team tonight. Notre Dame, 
without a doubt, is a great team. It’s 
obvious. It just got away from them. 
I never would have predicted what 
happened, but it happened and I’m 
thankful for it and I’m proud of the 
guys.”

Miami’s win snapped a four-game 
losing streak against the Irish and 
was its sixth consecutive home vic-
tory over Notre Dame dating back 
to 1981. It also extended the Hur-
ricanes’ FBS-leading win streak to 14 
games. The Canes’ last loss came at 
Notre Dame on Oct. 29, 2016.

The Hurricanes held Notre Dame 

Shaq 
from page 17

to just 89 yards of total offense in the 
first half, including 56 yards rushing.  
The Irish only netted 261 total yards 
with 109 rush yards. The Hurricanes 
also had four turnovers; three inter-
ceptions and a fumble recovery.

“It took every person that was out 
there, every person that was rotat-
ing,” said Quarterman, who had five 
tackles with two pass breakups. “It 
took effort throughout the week 
preparing for this team because they 
were and they are a great rushing 
team, so we prepared, prepared 
and prepared even more. And then 
when we came out it was almost as 
if we were over-prepared; we were 

on edge. I’ve never seen our play-
ers like that before, just with all the 
disrespect that we got, feeling that 
we were just overlooked constantly. 
After every win that we got, we were 
still overlooked. We just had to—it 
was for the coaches, it was for the 
tradition.”

The Fighting Irish became the first 
Power 5 team to be shut out in the 
first half by Miami at Hard Rock Sta-
dium. Miami previously held Georgia 
Tech scoreless in the opening half of 
its 2007 game at the Orange Bowl.

Miami came out of the locker 
room ready to play, scoring on its 
opening drive of the second half. 
Rosier hit redshirt sophomore 
receiver Lawrence Cager on fourth-
and-9 from the Notre Dame 36 for 
a 28-yard gain to give Miami a new 
set of downs from the Notre Dame 8. 
Three plays later, Dallas rushed for 
a four-yard touchdown that put the 
Hurricanes up, 34-0.

The Hurricanes also clinched 
the ACC Coastal Division title with 
Virginia’s loss to Louisville earlier in 
the day, assuring Miami a date with 
defending national champion and 
ACC Atlantic champ Clemson in the 
ACC Championship Game on Dec. 2 
in Charlotte, N.C.

“It’s a great moment for the pro-
gram as a whole,” said Quarterman 
about winning the ACC Coastal divi-
sion and getting a shot at Clemson. 
“The standard is to get a ring.”

Oakleaf High has two linebackers at Miami 
with senior Darrion Owens a fourth defender 
in on pass situations for the Hurricanes. 

Soccer action 
Oakleaf gets bumped 2-0 by Fleming Island

Two second half goals doom Knights in key district match.

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Oakleaf forward Michelle Kanaskie fires shot off to Fleming Island goalie Rachel Conomea who 
made numerous outstanding saves to thwart Oakleaf shots on goal.

Oakleaf High defender Zoe Perez moves to get ball into Fleming Island zone. 
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®

Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Competitive rates, no - profit,
right here in your community.

Keystone • (352) 473-4917
Orange Park • (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com
SHOP FOR TICKETS!

904-641-1212 | alhambrajax.com

Get a two-person gift 
certificate for one  
show for just $69!   
On Friday, Nov. 24th only, call, click 
or come by the 
Alhambra. With 
eight great shows 
and a fabulous new 
menu every time, 
there’s something 
for everyone.  
Don’t miss this 
great opportunity! 

 
 

ALHAMBRA BLACK  
FRIDAY SALE!
GET A TWO-PERSON GIFT CERTIFICATE  

FOR ONE SHOW FOR JUST $69!*



loss to Oklahoma State at the 
NCAA Regionals. 
Also signing on was speedy out-
fielder and basestealing threat at all 
times Destiny Pacetti, who heads to 
Pensacola State College where two 
teammates already are on the ros-
ter; outfielder Tracey Ferguson and 
catcher Haley Willis, both incom-
ing freshman. 
Pensacola finished as the Panhan-
dle Conference runnerup last year, 
losing 3-0 to third-ranked nation-
ally Chipola in that final. 
Two more softball signees included 
spot players Madison Mifsud, 
heading to North Carolina Central 
University and Lauren Wexler, 
heading to University of South 
Carolina-Salkehatchie. 
In track, Class 4A triple jump state 

champion Melvin Briley, who 
briefly held a top five jump in the 
nation last summer, will head to 
the University of South Florida 

to continue his track exploits. 
Briley dominated the fields in the 
triple jump with a 46 foot, 10 inch 
leaping winning district 1-4A, a 

48’-10.75” leap winning the region 
1-4A title and a 49’-7” inch jump 
winning the state title by more than 
a foot with second place at 48 feet 
even. 
Other area athletes signing schol-
arships were, from Clay, Arden 
Brake, golf to Florida Southern in 
Lakeland; from Middleburg, Cody 
Carroll, golf to University of North 
Florida; from Fleming Island, 
Caleb Lenoux, baseball to Semi-
nole State; Madi Lenoux, softball 
to University of South Carolina-
Upstate; Nick Hackett, swimming, 
to University of Florida; Andrew 
Miller, cross country, to Elon 
College; Tiara Peters, softball, 
to University of South Carolina-
Salkehatchie; Morgan Grimm, 
softball, to University of South 
Florida; from St. Johns Country 
Day School, Troy Britts, for base-
ball, to Liberty University. 

Scholarship
from page 17

Oakleaf High triple jump champion Melvin Briley, left, shows off scholarship cake with mom Carrie 
Briley in signing ceremony for Briley to continue jumping at South Florida. 

Oakleaf High midfielder Braden Ammon, in white, breaks between two Middleburg defenders.

Oakleaf midfielder Anthony Cooper speeds past Middleburg defender. 

Oakleaf High’s Steven Londono awaits corner kick in match with Middleburg High. 

Oakleaf forward Michelle Kanaskie fights through two Fleming Island defenders in Knights’ 2-0 
district loss. 
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your 
community, 
your 
world 

Explore the history of the Fab Four 
from their early days in Liverpool to 
their last concert in San Francisco. 
Ron Howard directs this look at how 
the foursome became the global 
phenomenon that is “The Beatles.”  

Explore the entertainer's life with 
unprecedented access to his 
personal archives including writings 
voiced by Billy Crystal, clips from 
his body of work, and interviews 
with celebrities he influenced. 

Take a joyful jump into the 1980s 
and harken back to the era when 
music videos ruled the airwaves in 
this new special for PBS. Original 
MTV “VJ” Martha Quinn hosts this 
non-stop celebration of pop hits that 
defined the decade. 

Get the latest news! WJCT’s What's On This Week        
e-newsletter comes to your inbox on Monday 
afternoons, bringing you information on the week's top 
TV and radio programs. Sign up at wjct.org. 

wjct.org / news.wjct.org 

Enjoy the hit Broadway adaptation 
of the classic 1942 movie musical, 
showcasing an Irving Berlin score 
including the Oscar-winning "White 
Christmas" with big dance           
numbers, comedy and a hit parade 
of the songwriter's famous tunes.  

event called “Festival of Trees.”
All proceeds from “Festival of 

Trees” will benefit Community Peds-
Care hospice services.  

Cost for a corporate tree spon-
sorship is $100. Tree sponsors are 
requested to donate one decorated 
tabletop tree that is a maximum of 
3-feet high to be displayed that eve-
ning for the silent auction. Corporate 
tree sponsors will receive pre-event 
and on-site acknowledgement the 
evening of the event.

Festival of Trees will take place 
Dec. 5 from 5-7 p.m. at Canterfield of 
Clay County, located at 1611 Winners 
Circle off Old Jennings Road. The 
public is invited and admission and 
parking are free. For more informa-
tion, contact Brenda Lee at (904) 
203-6100, extension 405.   

19 schools recognized 
for student achievement 

TALLAHASSEE – The Florida 
Department of Education recently 
recognized 19 Clay County Schools 
for achieving certain achievement 
benchmarks during the 2016-17 
school year that ended this past 
June. The District will be awarded 
more than $1.5 million through the 
program.

The Florida Department of Educa-
tion awards schools with funding 
through the Florida School Recogni-
tion Program. This year’s program 
award amount is $100 per full-time 
student. The distribution of funds 
will come from lottery funds appro-
priated for improving school grades. 
Schools and School Advisory Council 
committees are required to agree on 
how all funds are allocated while 
ensuring alignment with the School 
Improvement Plan.

“This recognition shows that Clay 
County continues to excel aca-
demically. We have nine additional 
schools eligible to receive the Florida 
School Recognition Award, which 
wouldn’t be possible without the 
hard work and commitment of our 
educators this past school year. This 
award is directly linked to school im-
provement and our faculty, teachers, 
parents, and students have worked 
extremely hard to move the needle 
academically in Clay. I am excited 
about the direction that our county 
is moving as we strive to become 
a systemic “A” school district,” said 
Superintendent Addison Davis.

Here is the list of 2016-17 honor-
ees: Argyle Elementary, Bannerman 
Learning Center, Coppergate Elemen-
tary, Clay Charter, Fleming Island 
Elementary, Fleming Island High, 
Green Cove Springs Junior, Keystone 
Heights Elementary, Lake Asbury 
Junior High, Lakeside Elementary, 

Briefs
from page 14

Lakeside Junior High, Middleburg 
High, Orange Park Elementary, 
Orange Park Junior High, Paterson 
Elementary, Ridgeview Elementary, S. 
Bryan Jennings Elementary, Swim-
ming Pen Creek Elementary and 
Thunderbolt Elementary.

Department of Health 
needs your input

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The 
Florida Department of Health in Clay 
County needs the help of residents 
and partners to understand environ-
mental health in Clay County.

The department is asking Clay 
County residents to take a survey – 
shown below with a web link – and 
then tell their friends and neighbors 
about the survey so they can share 
their opinions as well.

This survey will help the depart-
ment collect opinions about the 
environment and quality of life in 
Clay County. Results will be made 
available to the public in a written 
report. The information gathered 
from responses to this survey will 
help make Clay County a better 
place to live. The survey, which is 
completely online, will close Nov. 30 
at midnight.

The survey can be completed 
electronically by visiting https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/Clay-EH-
Survey.

‘Low Bono’ program 
reaches out to Clay 
County residents

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Clay 
County Clerk of the Circuit Court 
Tara S. Green is continuing her of-
fice’s Low Bono Program.

While not free law advice, the 
Low Bono Program lower the bar-
riers that usually prevent people 
with moderate financial means from 
accessing legal services, specifically 
those involved in family law cases.

The program is available to Clay 
County residents involving Clay 
County family law cases only, with a 
focus on clients representing them-
selves, a practice referred to as pro 
se. Individuals wishing to participate, 
should contact the Clerk’s Office to 
schedule an appointment with these 
local, licensed Florida attorneys at a 
rate of $1 per minute. The minimum 
appointment time is 30 minutes. 
Clerks require the following informa-
tion: client name, name of adverse 
party, client’s contact phone number, 
client email address. Individuals are 
responsible for bringing full payment 
to their scheduled appointment time 
(cash only) along with all relevant 
documents. Appointments are held 
at the Clay County Courthouse in 
Green Cove Springs at 825 N. Or-
ange Ave. For more information or to 
schedule an appointment, call (904) 
269-6363.



SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied
benefits? We Can Help! WIN or Pay
Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon &
Associates at 1-800-860-6175 to
start your application today!

Legal Service

Water Damage. Dealing with water
damage requires immediate action.
Local professionals that respond
immediately. Nationwide and 24/7.
No mold calls. Call today!
1-800-730-6976

Home
Improvements

Lung Cancer? 60 or Older? If So, You
and Your Family may Be Entitled To
A Significant Cash Award. Call
855-839-6761 To Learn More. No
Risk, No Money Out of Pocket

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a
button sends help FAST! Medical,
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach
a phone! FREE Brochure. CALL
800-370-4824!

GET YOUR
MEDICAL MARIJUANA
Card Today! For *Cancer, *PTSD,
*HIV, *AIDS, *Parkinson, *Epilep-
sy, *Multiple Sclerosis, and other
conditions. For free evaluation
call today! 1(844)-766-6734 certif
iedmarijuanadoctors.com

Smart Health Dental Insurance. Most
Dental Procedures Covered. No
waiting periods! Most Plans Start at
About $1 a Day! FREE No Obligation
Quote. Call Now! 1-888-530-1670
(m)

DENTAL INSURANCE
Call Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company for details. NOT just a
discount plan, REAL coverage for
350 procedures. 855-404-2263 or
http://www.dental50plus.com/cpf

Viagra!!
52 Pills for Only $99.00. Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years.
Insured and Guaranteed Delivery.
Call today 1-888-403-8602

Health Service/
Medical

Funerals can be very expensive.
Can your loved ones afford it?
Protect them with Final Expense
Insurance. Call today to learn more:
855-900-3270

Police, Corrections Officers
and 911 Dispatchers
l Full Time Position
l We Will Train!
l Benefits & Pension
l Advancement Opportunities

 Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office Now Hiring 

Apply online at joinjso.com or contact our recruiting 
office at 904-713-4870 for further information.

To advertise a job opportunity 
with us please call 

Martha 904-579-2154
or email martha@opcfla.com.

HELP WANTED
Part time customer service position 

available. No prior pool knowledge needed. 
Good communication skills. Ability to lift 

25-50lb items occasionally needed. 
Apply within store.

904- 278-POOL(7665)
1615 County Rd. 220 Unit 120

Fleming Island, FL 32003
pinchapenny169@yahoo.com

City of Green 
Cove Springs 

Refuse Driver 
Full-time position with experience in driving 
a refuse collection truck, and knowledge of 
commercial refuse collection and disposal 
programs. Requires Class “B” CDL. Starting 
salary - $12.78/hr. Drug-Free Workplace. Please 
apply at www.greencovesprings.com. 

Utility Line Mechanic
Full-time position with skill in installing, 
maintaining, and repairing the water and 
wastewater distribution and collection system 
for the City.  This position is designated as a 
safety sensitive position.   Requires Class “B” 
CDL and FL Class III Water Distribution Opera-
tor’s Certificate. Salary Range- $14.79-$23.65/
hr. Drug-Free Workplace. Please apply at www.
greencovesprings.com.

Groundskeeper
Part-time (20 hours per week) position semi-
skilled and manual work in maintaining various 
grounds, parks, median strips, recreational 
areas, fields and facilities. Starting salary - 
$11.58/hr. Drug-Free Workplace.  Please apply 
at www.greencovesprings.com.  

Submit the City of Green Cove Springs Online 
Employment Application for any of the 

above positions, or an application can be 
requested at: City of Green Cove Springs, 321 

Walnut St., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043, 
Mon. – Thurs., 7:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. or 

email jobs@greencovesprings.com – 
No faxes please.  Phone – 904-297-7500, 

Ext. 3308.  Excellent benefits, 
including FL State Retirement.  EOE, 
Veterans’ Preference organization.  

Have 10K in Debt? National Debt
Relief is rated A-Plus with the BBB.
You could be debt free in 24-48
months. Call 1-866-465-4307 now for
a free debt evaluation.

Financial
Service

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite
Internet. High-Speed. Avail Any-
where. Speeds to 15 mbps. Starting
at $59.99/mo. Call for Limited Time
Price 1-800-958-6917

Spectrum Triple Play. TV, Internet
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per
second speed. No contract or
commitment. We buy your existing
contract up to $500! 1-800-348-7941

Comcast Hi-Speed Internet
-$29.99/mo (for 12 mos.) No term
agreement. Fast Downloads! PLUS
Ask About TV (140 Channels)
Internet Bundle for $79.99/mo (for 12
mos.) CALL 1-866-204-0475,

DISH NETWORK. TV for Less, Not
Less TV! FREE DVR. FREE Install (up
to 6 rooms.) $49.99/mo. PLUS
Hi-Speed Internet - $14.95/mo
( w h e r e  a v a i l a b l e . ) .  C a l l
1-844-341-2649

Satellite Sales
& Service

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

Satellite Sales
& Service

Satellite Sales
& Service

Satellite Sales
& Service

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE
MARKET

COVERAGE...
from ,000 readers in

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy,
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$14.50 1 wk, $24.50 2 wks,
$32.50 3 wks, $39.00 4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$23.00 1 wk, $40.00 2 wks,
$57.00 3 wks, $72.00 4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling
Real Estate or Advertise

Your Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $25.50 Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $21.00

Business
& Svc. Directory:

1.5” x 2” $77.00/4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $154/4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms Middleburg

CLASSIFIEDCOUNTY
Clay
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Business
Service 
Directory

TODAY
CLAY OAKLEAF

Serving Oakleaf, Argyle & Western Clay County

THE
C L A Y  C O U N T Y THE LEADER IN LOCAL NEWS

Call 904-477-4148

Handyman
Services By Carrey Allen 

FREE
ESTIMATES 

Interior
Exterior
Repair
Let me 
build your 
next Project

904-282-9061

Trimming ● Removal
Stump Grinding

Land Clearing

Fully Insured with workers comp

FREE ESTIMATES
● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Macs Tree Inc

4 papers, 1 price  
Rates start as low 
as$77for4 weeks

Call Martha 
904-579-2154

TODAY
CLAY OAKLEAF

Serving Oakleaf, Argyle & Western Clay County

THEC L A Y  C O U N T Y THE LEADER IN LOCAL NEWS

Win a Jacksonville Zoo 
Family 4 Pack

 Mail or deliver entry form to the 
Clay Today office. Must be 18 to win. 

Winners will be notified. 
One winner per household. 

Name

Phone

FLA Asphalt, LLC

904.894.6099

Asphalt Paving 
Sealcoating
Millings
Brick pavers 
Grading
Excavating
Patching
Hot crack repairs 
Line striping

20% off 

Mention ad

FREE ESTIMATES | ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Alquiler De Utero
$25,000.00 y más par Manutencion
Ayudanos, No Podemos Tener Hijos.
Llama a Nuestra Abogada.
561-674-6857 Fl. Bar #307084

36
96

70
4

01

Mail this form with payment to:
3513 U.S. Highway 17

Fleming Island, Fl. 32003
Or drop it by the office.

We are open 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Monday –Friday
Call: 269-2999
Fax: 269-6958

Classified ads
Classified ads are 4 lines of text (20-25 characters per line)

Payment must be made before ad will be published.
We accept Cash, Check, Major Credit & Debit Cards.

Name_________________________________________________

Address________________________ Phone _______________

City ____________________ State _________ Zip _________

Credit Card___________________________ Exp.____________

Type of Ad
Private Party (TVs, Sofas, Household, etc.)

1 Week $14.50 2 Weeks $24.50

3 Weeks $32.50 4 Weeks $39.00

Commercial (Rentals, Cars, Advertise your business.)
1 Week - $23 2 Weeks - $40

3 Weeks - $57 4 Weeks - $72

Garage Sales
$21 - 4 lines of text (20-25 characters per line)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

ADDITIONAL LINES are $2.15 each.

Ad Copy One Letter, Number, Punctuation Mark or Space Per Box

call us 
TODAY

Stop OVERPAYING
for your prescriptions! SAVE! Call
our licensed Canadian and Inter-
national pharmacy, compare pri-
ces and get $25.00 OFF your first
p r e s c r i p t i o n !  C A L L
1-800-749-6515 Promo Code
CDC201625

Help Wanted
Full-Time

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?
Shoulder Pain?

Get a pain-relieving brace
at little or NO cost to you.

Medicare Patients
Call Health Hotline Now!

1- 800-752-2108

Use the patented
Happy Jack Flea Beacon

to control fleas in the home
without toxic chemicals or

costly exterminators.
Results overnight!

RUSSELLS FEED & FARM
(904) 291-5725)
(kennelvax.com)

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

Medical Supplies
Pet Supplies /

Services

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobi-
lity with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free information kit! Call
855-397-7056

Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV.
Bundle & Save! Over 145 Channels
PLUS Genie HD-DVR. $50/month for
2 Years (with AT&T Wireless.) Call for
Other Great Offers! 1-800-769-1035

844-245-4092

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

Satellite Sales
& Service Medical SuppliesPETS &PETS &

ANIMALSANIMALS
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REACH 20 MILLION HOMES NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing an ad in this section, 
call 579-2154

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. 
Call 1-800-245-0398

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Make/Models 2000-2015! 
Any Condition. Running or Not. Competitive Offer! Free 
Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW! Earn $1000 per 
week! Paid CDL Training! STEVENS TRANSPORT COVERS 
ALL COSTS! 1-877-209-1309 drive4stevens.com

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get FAA certifica-
tion to work for airlines. Financial Aid if qualified. Job 
placement assistance. Housing assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in 24-48 months. Pay 
nothing to enroll. Call National Debt Relief at 866-243-
0510.

FREE VIAGRA PILLS 48 PILLS + 4 FREE! VIAGRA 100MG/ 
CIALIS 20mg Free Pills! No hassle, Discreet Shipping. 
Save Now. Call Today 1-888-410-0514

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 pills for $150 
FREE shipping. NO prescriptions needed. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-888-278-6168

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company for details. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350  procedures. 888-623-3036 or http://
www.dental50plus.com/58 
Ad# 6118

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks to refill.  No 
deliveries.  The  All-New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds!  FAA approved! FREE info kit: 844-558-7482

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg! 50 Pills + 10 FREE. 
SPECIAL $99.00 100% guaranteed. FREE Shipping! 24/7 
CALL: 1-888-868-9758 Hablamos Espanol.

Lung Cancer?  And 60+ Years Old?  If So, You And Your 
Family May Be Entitled To A Significant Cash Award.  
Call 855-547-8865 To Learn More.  No Risk.  No Money 
Out Of Pocket.

 The nation’s largest senior living referral service. A 
PLACE FOR MOM. Contact our trusted, local experts 
today! Our service is FREE. No obligation. CALL 855-
741-7459

Bathe safely and stay in the home you love with the #1 
selling walk-in tub in North America. For an in-home 
appointment, call: 888-308-5610

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition Vehicle, 2000 
and Newer. 
Nation’s Top Car Buyer! Free Towing From Anywhere! 
Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC TEST STRIPS! 
1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! 
Call 1-888-776-7771. www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.com

FINAL EXPENSE INSURANCE.  No medical exams!
Premiums never increase.  Benefits never go down.  
Affordable monthly payments. Call for a free quote!  
877-587-4169

DISH Network-Satellite Television Services. Now 
Over 190 channels for ONLY $49.99/mo! 2-year price 
guarantee. FREE Installation. FREE Streaming. More 
reliable than Cable. Add Internet for $14.95 a month. 
800-718-1593.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 
Call 1-877-737-9447 
18+

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. FREE author submission 
kit! Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 866-951-7214

WANTED OLD JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES KAWASAKI 
Z1-900 (1972-75), KZ900, KZ1000 (1976-1982), Z1R, KZ 
1000MK2 (1979,80), W1-650, H1-500 (1969-72), H2-750 
(1972-1975), S1-250, S2-350, S3-400, KH250, KH400, 
SUZUKI-GS400, GT380, HONDA-CB750K (1969-1976), 
CBX1000 (1979,80) CASH!! 1-800-772-1142 1-310-721-
0726 usa@classicrunners.com

SUPPORT our service members, veterans and their 
families in their time of need. For more information 
visit the Fisher House website at www.fisherhouse.org

subscribe 
today

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor
opcion para ordenar medicamentos
seguros y economicos. Nuestros
servicios de farmacia con licencia
Canadiense e Internacional te pro-
veeran con ahorros de hasta el 90 en
todas las medicinas que necesites.
Llama ahora al 1-800-261-2368 y
obten $10 de descuento con tu
primer orden ademas de envio
gratuito. cpf

Thinking of buying a new or used
car? Call to get current promotional
pricing and local dealer incentives for
free. No hassle. No obligation. Call:
855-670-6078

Vivint Smart & Complete Home
Security. Professional Installation
with $0 Activation. Save Now
$24/mo. Call for a Free Quote
800-214-1910

Autos For Sale

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-800-671-9104

Unfurnished
Apartments

SUPPORT our service members,
veterans and their families in their
time of need. For more information
visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org.

Miscellaneous

904.579.2154

ANF
Advertising Networks of Florida

Reach Over 5 Million Readers with Newspaper Advertising

Building Supplies
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE & 
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill- 
Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

VIAGRA #1
VIAGRA 100MG/ CIALIS 20mg. 52
Pills, only $99.00! No hassle,
Discreet Shipping. Save Now.
Call Today. 1-800-224-0792

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL
1-800-902-7815

SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED
To Carry Our Baby! Generous
Compensation and Expenses Paid.
Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu
1-800-395-5449 www.adoption-surr
ogacy.com FL Bar #307084

Medical Help
Wanted

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN

www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)

Become a published author!
Publications sold at all major secular
& specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit.
1-844-506-6434 All original, no modifi cations, stock 

1992 Mustang 5.0 coupe. Jade Green 
paint with Titanium gray cloth interior. 
Bone stock engine with T-5 5 speed. 
Ice cold A/C, clean interior. Absolutely 
no rust or body damage. Recent tune 
up with new plugs, wires, cap and rotor, 
fuel fi lter, and all fl uids changed. Car 
has a couple tasteful mods- 3.55 gears 
and a Hurst shifter (have original). All 
the original paperwork, owners manual, 
key cards and delivery items included. 

$12000 cash only, no trades. 

904-504-0294

FOR SALE
$$HELP WANTED$$$
Earn Extra income assembling CD
cases from Home.
CALL OUR LIVE OPERATORS NOW!
1-800-405-7619 Ext 320
www.easywork-greatpay.com

Got an older car, boat or RV?
Do the humane thing.
Donate it to the Humane Society.
Call 1- 800-831-6309

Thinking of
Advertising 

in
Clay Today?

For more
informa� on

call 
(904) 579-2154
to speak with

a Sales Rep. today!

YOUR AD 
HERE

call us 
TODAY

Autos For SaleHelp Wanted
Full-Time Miscellaneous
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Pilot didn’t let his  
weight bring him down
Terry dreamed of being a pilot since he was a little boy. When his weight 

began to jeopardize his dream job, he knew it was time to do something 

that would really work. 

At 350 pounds, Terry was inching toward diabetes – which could end his 

flying days. After trying every diet and exercise plan imaginable, Terry had 

weight loss surgery at Baptist Health. He’s lost more than 100 pounds and 

continues to drop weight. And his career continues to take off. 

Call 904.202.SLIM for more information. 

Attend a free seminar.

Learn all about weight loss 

surgery and how it could 

improve your life.

  Dec. 7, 6 – 7:30 pm
  Dec. 14, 6 – 7:30 pm

Register at  

baptistjax.com/weightloss

The Baptist Center for Bariatric 
Surgery offers the highest level 
of quality care throughout your  
weight loss journey.
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50%
OFF!

Black Friday Super Sale!
UP TO

Look for our insert in today’s paper.

needs and plans for a new facility 
for animals in need of help in Clay 
County.

Sutherin said she knew it was 
probably “not a surprise” that Animal 
Services was hoping to build a new 
facility that would serve the county 
better than the one now on State 
Road 16 near Penney Farms.  

The idea and how to best imple-
ment it has been discussed for quite 
some time for the aging facility that 
was flooded during Hurricane Irma.

“We are maxed out, it seems, all 
of the time,” she said.

A growing county population 
brings a growing animal population. 
Some 4,000 animals on their own are 
served per year,” she said.

The current facility is about 
13,700 square feet. It lies on 6.8 
acres, 2.5 acres of which is being 
used. The rest is wetlands, Sutherin 
said.

Animal Services – formally known 
as Animal Care and Control – would 
like to see about a 20,000-25,000 
square foot facility, which would 
house about 38 dog kennels as op-
posed to the current 12 animals, she 
said. It would also include space for 
cats, meeting areas, an expanded 
medical area and offices.

The new facility is proposed, 
along with a new health department 
building, to be on some 40 acres 
of land that is county-owned and 

Loop 
from page 2

located along County Road 220 just 
behind the Black Creek Park and 
Ride.

“We’re not trying to build the Taj 
Mahal,” said Stephanie Kopelousos, 
county manager.

Sutherin said the proposal is to 
look at plans in the next year that 
would give them the most “flow 
and functionality.” That would call 
for about $500,000 for architectural 
drawings and design work.

Animal Services is looking at a 
variety of places that already have 
proven designs, such as University 
of California at Davis, University of 
Wisconsin, University of Florida and 
Maddie’s Fund.

Grants would also be sought to 
help with funding for that portion of 
the project. Having been under 10 
percent euthanasia for years should 
help that effort, she said.

About $7 million would be sought 
during 2020-2021 to construct the 
new facility, she said.

Numerous other items were 
discussed including streamlining via 
software the library’s check-in and 
check-out system so librarians could 
be freed up to work more with read-
ers and library users, fire equipment 
and facilities and using something 
called “chip asphalt” for paving low-
use residential roads, including dirt 
roads.

Kopelousos said staff would bring 
back a list of priorities for further 
discussion at the Dec. 12 BCC meet-
ing. 

Tech
from page 5

More recently another category 
of learning has emerged – allow-
ing students individualized learn-
ing using Chromebooks, which is 
where iReady and Achieve 3000 
come into play. 

“We have a blended model 
and we want to protect a blended 
model,” Davis said. “The bulk of 
learning will be [whole group]. 
This is just a small percentage 
[that is tied to this technology].”

The programs allow each 
student to move through educa-
tion resources that adapt to the 
learner, slowing down to help 
some kids, or presenting more 
difficult challenges to those who 
breeze through a lesson. Through 
the connection to the OneClay 
portal, these applications can 
provide statistics on each student 
and show teachers areas where 
students are excelling, or areas 
where students need improve-
ment. 

The use of these platforms 
will now be available district-
wide with the school district 
providing at least six devices per 
classroom after the purchase of 
6,200 Chromebooks since August, 
bringing the district total to about 
20,700, which will increase by 
about 500 next year.

In an effort to continue to 

stay ahead of the tech obsolescence 
curve, the devices are rented by the 
district, and will be upgraded on 
a yearly basis for about the same 
$600-700,000 price tag in each year’s 
budget, most of which comes to the 
district through federal education 
dollars.

“Most of the money comes out of 
our E-Rate,” said Sabrina Thomas, the 
district’s Technology Services super-
visor. “Also, we received some help 
from the facilities team, our technol-
ogy budget and our Digital Class-
room Plan.” 

According to Thomas the dis-
trict is close to meeting its goal for 
devices, which places one device per 
two students in grades Kindergarten 
through second, and one device per 
child for students in grades three 
through high school. 

Davis is aware that the introduc-
tion of technology in the classroom 
needs to be a gradual process, and 
is doing what he can to direct staff 
to help maintain the ultimate goal, 
which is to teach the “whole child.”

“We’re trying to implement this 
with high implementation, but 
couple that with high support,” Davis 
said. “We want to make sure that we 
take it slow, that we have high sup-
port, and that it’s being implemented 
in an effective manner within our 
school district, so it’s not driven at 
such a fast pace that we lose the 
integrity of what we’re trying to ac-
complish.”

A white box is seen on the ceiling in the second grade classroom of Tynes Elementary School 
teacher Michelle Cambron. The box is an access point that can be found in every classroom 
throughout the Clay County district to ensure quick and reliable internet access for every 
teacher.



No. 7 Hurricanes (9-0) 
dominate No. 3 Notre Dame, 41-8

By David Villavicencio
HurricaneSports.com
MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. – The Miami 
Hurricanes earned the reputation of 
being a big game team in the 1980s 
and 90s, but the 2017 Canes looked 
like some of the legendary UM teams 
of the past in their dominant 41-8 
victory over No. 3 Notre Dame Satur-
day night.

The No. 7 Hurricanes (9-0, 6-0 
ACC) faced the rival Fighting Irish 
(8-2) in Miami for the first time in 
nearly three decades and they, along 
with a loud crowd of 65,303 fans at 
Hard Rock Stadium, made sure to 
remind Notre Dame of what it was 
like to play the Canes in their home 
stadium.

“It was magical,” said sophomore 
linebacker Shaquille Quarterman, an 
Oakleaf High School graduate in the 
post game press conference. “The en-
ergy in the stadium was all around. 
It all adds to the big win tonight.”

For Miami head coach Mark Richt, 
the program’s unbeaten season is a 
by-product of the energy of the play-
ers as well as Miami, the town.

“What a wonderful night for our 

Irish no 
match for 
Shaq defense

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

OAKLEAF – Led by state titles in 
softball and track, Oakleaf High 
School saw a flurry of letter of in-
tents signed the week of November 
6-10 as athletes were able to confirm 
their decisions to continue playing 
at the college level.

Tops on the roster were Oakleaf’s 
girls softball team, the defending 
Class 8A state champions who won 
in classic fashion behind the bats of 
Angela Agurkis and Rebecca Kos-
key, who both signed on to play at 
college with the bonus of playing 
against each other in conference 
play. 

Agurkis, a first baseman and 
catcher for coach Christina Thomp-
son, heads to Florida Atlantic 
University in Boca Raton where 
she will join former teammate Alex 
Acevedo, an infielder already on 
the Owls’ roster as a freshman. FAU 
finished at 35-21 last year, but lost 
in the Conference USA tournament 
6-5 to Western Kentucky to end their 
season. 

Koskey, an outfielder also with 
a big bat and run-scoring instincts 

when on base, heads to Florida 
International University, just south 
of FAU in Miami, where she joins 
a team that finished 46-15 in 2017 
with a first-ever tab in the Confer-
ence USA championship game and 
a 1-2 record in the NCAA Division 
I championship tournament with 
a season-ending loss to Oklahoma 
State at the NCAA Regionals. 

Also signing on was speedy out-
fielder and basestealing threat at all 
times Destiny Pacetti, who heads to 
Pensacola State College where two 
teammates already are on the roster; 
outfielder Tracey Ferguson and 
catcher Haley Willis, both incoming 
freshman. 

Athletes sign letters of intent 

Knights scholarship signings 

Oakleaf High triple jump state champ Melvin 
Briley heads to South Florida.

Oakleaf High softball got a big bat from 
Angela Agurkis who heads to Florida Atlantic 
University. 

Oakleaf base-stealing speed demon and 
outfielder Destiny Pacetti heads to Pen-
sacola State College. 

Oakleaf rightfielder Rebecca Koskey, also a big bat for coach Christina Thompson, right, heads 
to Florida International University. 

SEE SCHOLARSHIP, 19

SEE SHAQ, XX

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Oakleaf High graduate Shaquille Quarterman 
has led the University of Miami Hurricanes 
defense to a 9-0 season and a top three rank in 
national football polls. 

Sports



No. 7 Hurricanes (9-0) 
dominate No. 3 Notre Dame, 41-8

By David Villavicencio
HurricaneSports.com
MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. – The Miami 
Hurricanes earned the reputation of 
being a big game team in the 1980s 
and 90s, but the 2017 Canes looked 
like some of the legendary UM teams 
of the past in their dominant 41-8 
victory over No. 3 Notre Dame Satur-
day night.

The No. 7 Hurricanes (9-0, 6-0 
ACC) faced the rival Fighting Irish 
(8-2) in Miami for the first time in 
nearly three decades and they, along 
with a loud crowd of 65,303 fans at 
Hard Rock Stadium, made sure to 
remind Notre Dame of what it was 
like to play the Canes in their home 
stadium.

“It was magical,” said sophomore 
linebacker Shaquille Quarterman, an 
Oakleaf High School graduate in the 
post game press conference. “The en-
ergy in the stadium was all around. 
It all adds to the big win tonight.”

For Miami head coach Mark Richt, 
the program’s unbeaten season is a 
by-product of the energy of the play-
ers as well as Miami, the town.

“What a wonderful night for our 

Irish no 
match for 
Shaq defense

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

OAKLEAF – Led by state titles in 
softball and track, Oakleaf High 
School saw a flurry of letter of in-
tents signed the week of November 
6-10 as athletes were able to confirm 
their decisions to continue playing 
at the college level.

Tops on the roster were Oakleaf’s 
girls softball team, the defending 
Class 8A state champions who won 
in classic fashion behind the bats of 
Angela Agurkis and Rebecca Kos-
key, who both signed on to play at 
college with the bonus of playing 
against each other in conference 
play. 

Agurkis, a first baseman and 
catcher for coach Christina Thomp-
son, heads to Florida Atlantic 
University in Boca Raton where 
she will join former teammate Alex 
Acevedo, an infielder already on 
the Owls’ roster as a freshman. FAU 
finished at 35-21 last year, but lost 
in the Conference USA tournament 
6-5 to Western Kentucky to end their 
season. 

Koskey, an outfielder also with 
a big bat and run-scoring instincts 

when on base, heads to Florida 
International University, just south 
of FAU in Miami, where she joins 
a team that finished 46-15 in 2017 
with a first-ever tab in the Confer-
ence USA championship game and 
a 1-2 record in the NCAA Division 
I championship tournament with 
a season-ending loss to Oklahoma 
State at the NCAA Regionals. 

Also signing on was speedy out-
fielder and basestealing threat at all 
times Destiny Pacetti, who heads to 
Pensacola State College where two 
teammates already are on the roster; 
outfielder Tracey Ferguson and 
catcher Haley Willis, both incoming 
freshman. 

Athletes sign letters of intent 

Knights scholarship signings 

Oakleaf High triple jump state champ Melvin 
Briley heads to South Florida.

Oakleaf High softball got a big bat from 
Angela Agurkis who heads to Florida Atlantic 
University. 

Oakleaf base-stealing speed demon and 
outfielder Destiny Pacetti heads to Pen-
sacola State College. 

Oakleaf rightfielder Rebecca Koskey, also a big bat for coach Christina Thompson, right, heads 
to Florida International University. 

SEE SCHOLARSHIP, 19

SEE SHAQ, 18

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Oakleaf High graduate Shaquille Quarterman 
has led the University of Miami Hurricanes 
defense to a 9-0 season and a top three rank in 
national football polls. 

Sports



Scholarship
from page 17

Oakleaf High triple jump champion Melvin Bri-
ley, left, shows off scholarship cake with mom 
Carrie Briley in signing ceremony for Briley to 
continue jumping at South Florida. 

Oakleaf High midfielder Braden Ammon, in white, breaks between two Middleburg defenders.

Oakleaf midfielder Anthony Cooper speeds past Middleburg defender. 

Oakleaf High’s Steven Londono awaits corner kick in match with Middleburg High. 

Oakleaf forward Michelle Kanaskie fights through two Fleming Island defenders in Knights’ 2-0 
district loss. 

Pensacola finished as the Panhan-
dle Conference runnerup last year, 
losing 3-0 to third-ranked nationally 
Chipola in that final. 

Two more softball signees in-
cluded spot players Madison Mifsud, 
heading to North Carolina Central 
University and Lauren Wexler, head-
ing to University of South Carolina-
Salkehatchie. 

In track, Class 4A triple jump state 
champion Melvin Briley, who briefly 
held a top five jump in the nation 
last summer, will head to the Univer-
sity of South Florida to continue his 
track exploits. Briley dominated the 

fields in the triple jump with a 46 
foot, 10 inch leaping winning district 
1-4A, a 48’-10.75” leap winning the 
region 1-4A title and a 49’-7” inch 
jump winning the state title by more 
than a foot with second place at 48 
feet even. 

Other area athletes signing 
scholarships were, from Clay, Arden 
Brake, golf to Florida Southern in 
Lakeland; from Middleburg, Cody 
Carroll, golf to University of North 
Florida; from Fleming Island, Caleb 
Lenoux, baseball to Seminole State; 
Madi Lenoux, softball to University 
of South Carolina-Upstate; Nick 
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