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Medical marijuana moratorium measure moves forward
By Debra W. Buehn
The Oakleaf

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Clay 
County commissioners took their 
first formal steps toward dealing with 
medical marijuana dispensaries and 
treatment centers at their Jan. 10 
meeting by giving a nod to a morato-
rium on the issue.

The commissioners actually took 
no action on the proposed ordinance 
that would implement the temporary 
moratorium because it was presented 
in a first public hearing, which re-

quires no action. They will take an 
official vote when the ordinance is 
presented at a second public hearing 
at theie Jan. 24 meeting.

However, commissioners made it 
clear they were leaning in the direc-
tion of the moratorium in order to 
make sure they were working in the 
correct direction.

“Let’s make sure we get this right,” 
said Wayne Bolla, chairman.

The commission joins a number 
of other Florida cities and counties 
that are also imposing moratoria. 

Part of the need for the moratoriums 
is because the state has six months 
to come up with a framework of 
regulations dealing with the medical 
marijuana dispensaries and treatment 
centers. Until the state deals with the 
issue, the local governing cities and 
counties have little guidance in struc-
turing their own regulations.

The subject of medical marijuana 
came to the fore in the fall, when 
the issue appeared on state ballot in 
the November elections. State voters 
passed what is known as Amendment 

2, which expands the availability and 
use of medical marijuana to a much 
larger group of people than it has 
been available to in the past. But Clay 
County’s Land Development Regula-
tions do not deal with using property 
to cultivate, process, distribute or 
lawfully sell “medical marijuana, low- 
THC cannabis or related activities,” 
states Holly Coyle, the county’s direc-
tor of economic and development 
services in a memo to the BCC.

New hotspot coming to Clay County
By Christiaan DeFranco
The Oakleaf

MIDDLEBURG – An unde-
veloped part of Clay County is 
about to become, well, booming.

Because of the construction 
of the First Coast Expressway – a 
toll interstate extension of Jack-
sonville’s beltway – combined 
with St. Vincent’s Medical Center 
Clay County, the area just north 
of Middleburg is expanding. 
Developer John Kiddy of Ponte 
Vedra Beach is spearheading this 
new project near the hospital.

It’s called Branan Field Village 
near Branan Field and Old Jen-
nings roads.

“It” is actually nothing yet, but 
it will eventually be something. 

Something big.
Multiple hotels, apartments, 

medical destinations, numerous 
businesses.

“It will be a mix of residential 
apartments, approximately 600 
units, on 42 acres and commer-
cial and retail, restaurants, hotels, 
and medical offices on 30 acres,” 
said Kiddy, the main developer 
in charge, said. “Specifically, 
we’re looking to emphasize the 
medical office component with 
primary and specialty care pro-
viders, diagnostic and imaging 
facilities, a surgery center and a 
public health component. 

“St Vincent’s Clay, which 
opened in 2013 and recently 
completed a $35 million ex-
pansion and the future Brooks 
Rehabilitation Campus, have 
already created a mini medical 

SEE SPOT, 3
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Due to the passage of Amend-
ment 2, Coyle said that if a licensed 
dispensing organization wanted to 
operate in Clay County, the county 
would need “sufficient time to 
research, study and analyze the 
potential impact and compatibil-
ity of medical treatment centers or 
approved dispensing organizations 
upon adjacent land uses and the sur-
rounding areas, traffic, congestion, 
surrounding property values, demand 
for county services and other aspects 
of the public safety and welfare” to 
develop its related zoning and land 
use regulations.

The moratorium will allow county 
staff to deal with such things, county 
leaders have said. 

Only one person spoke during the 
public hearing about the moratorium 
ordinance. Richard Klinzman, who 
ran for a seat on the county commis-
sion in November but was defeated, 
said he did not think it was right to 
impose a moratorium, as it would 
negatively affect people who could 
benefit from medical marijuana.

“Don’t let this drag out for a year,” 
he said. “There are a lot of people 
that can benefit very, very immensely 
from the technology today.”

Klinzman said he believed people 

were confusing the type of marijuana 
and its use as it has been approved in 
Florida with what has been approved 
in Colorado, which basically has 
given the green light to recreational 
use of marijuana.

“Ignorance begets fear,” he said, 
“which leads to hatred and cruelty.”

Again pleading for the commis-
sioners to vote down a moratorium, 
he concluded, “It’s cruel, it’s unusual 
and it’s beneath us.”

But the commissioners took ex-
ception to the idea of a moratorium 
being cruel, repeating that they just 
wanted to make sure what regula-
tions they came up with were the 
right ones.

BCC Vice Chair Diane Hutchings 
said she had been doing a lot of re-
search on the issue and believed the 
“conundrum” was that it should really 
be the FDA that oversees pharmaceu-
ticals but it’s been left to the states. 
Dealing with licensed dispensing 
organizations and medical marijuana 
treatment centers is “unchartered ter-
ritory,” she said, and should not be 
taken lightly.

“I do want to make sure we do 
this right,” she said, adding, “I want 
them to look like pharmacies, not 
candy stores.

“We need to make sure we safe-
guard our community,” she said.

While the moratorium would be 
approved for a year, commissioners 

and staff said they would work as 
quickly as they could after the state 
came up with its framework for regu-
lations to set the county’s related land 
use regulations.

“I think it will be a short, short 
lived process,” said Commissioner 
Gayward Hendry.

The Clay County Planning Com-
mission has also dealt with the issue 
of the medical marijuana moratorium. 
At its Dec. 6 meeting, most planning 
commissioners said they did not 
agree with the idea of a moratorium. 
Both Chairman Joe Anzalone and 
Vice Chair Belinda Johnson said they 
knew of families who had benefited 
from the use of medical marijuana 
and the county should move quickly 
on the issue.

But at its Jan. 3 meeting, when the 
Planning Commission was actually 
presented with the proposed ordi-
nance on a moratorium, the commis-
sion voted to endorse it as it moved 
on to the Board of County Commis-
sioners.

Anzalone said he had done 
research on the situation since the 
December meeting, and found out 
about the state having to come up 
with its regulations that would then 
be handed down to the cities and 
counties in Florida.

The Planning Commission acts as 
an advisory board to the BCC, which 
has the final say on all items.

Law enforcement, elementary kids chat over lunch
By Christiaan DeFranco
The Oakleaf

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The caf-
eteria at Charles E. Bennett Elemen-
tary, normally teeming with children, 
was extra crowded recently. 

At every long, low-seating cafeteria 
table – ergonomically designed for 
tiny people – fully grown cops ma-
neuvered their way onto the stools to 
sit across from students as they ate.

The Clay County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, including the sheriff himself, 
was there. So were the Green Cove 
Springs Police Department, Florida 
Highway Patrol and U.S. Marshals 
Service.

As the children enjoyed their 
lunches, they chatted with members 
of law enforcement about a range of 
important topics, such as what they 
want to be when they grow up, who’s 
their favorite movie character, and 

what’s their favorite subject in school.
“We just want to let them know 

we’re people,” Steven Harris, Troop G 

PHOTO BY CHRISTIAAN DEFRANCO

Clay County School Superintendent Addison Davis, left, and Clay County Sheriff Darryl Daniels 
share a laugh at Charles E. Bennett Elementary, where area law-enforcement agencies were meet-
ing with students for “National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day” on Jan. 9. 

Commander with the Florida High-
way Patrol, said Jan. 9. “It’s about 
engagement. It’s important for us to 

get out in the community.”
Harris and several other members 

of law enforcement gathered in the 
school cafeteria and chatted with kids 
during the lunch periods.

Janie Lloyd, who heads the media 
center and outreach at Bennett El-
ementary, knew about “Law Enforce-
ment Appreciation Day” and con-
tacted the Clay County Sheriff’s Office 
with the idea of having officers come 
in. The event grew from there.

“We just thought it would be great 
for our kids and the police to interact 
in a friendly, safe, fun atmosphere,” 
Lloyd said. “We hope that events like 
this will help bridge some of the 
divides we have in our communities. 
Our kids are very excited.

“It’s absolutely essential to have 
kids from a young age see the police 
in a positive light. Once they get into 
high school, it could be too late.”

Clay County Superintendent Ad-
dison Davis also attended and echoed 
Lloyd’s sentiment.

“What an awesome day when we 
get a chance to celebrate law-enforce-
ment officers,” he said. “Very seldom 
do we get to see them on the other 
side of the interaction process. If we 
can start early in kids’ lives, it really 
creates norms and expectations. It 
lets students know that law enforce-
ment is really supportive and on their 
side.

“It’s an opportunity to introduce 
young people to our everyday he-
roes.”

In May of last year, Bennett El-
ementary and other places in Green 
Cove Springs were placed on a 
5-hour lockdown when 40-year-old 
Murray Lancaster went on a murder 
spree. He abducted and shot a former 
girlfriend, her father, and his ex-wife, 
the mother of his two children. Lan-
caster then shot himself in his trailer, 
which was just blocks away from 
Bennett Elementary.

Moments prior to his rampage, 
he stopped at Bennett Elementary 
to briefly see his kids, who attended 
school there, and then left.

During the shooting spree, while 
police searched for Lancaster, the 
school’s 827 students and 100 em-
ployees hunkered down in silence 
and darkness.

“We don’t like to bring up that 

SEE CHAT, 4
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city in this area, so it is only natural 
to continue with the medical provider 
growth in this area.”

Kiddy is a partner in Branan Field 
Village LLC, which bought up the 
property here. His company bought 
this land for $1.8 million, based on 
published documents.

St. Vincent’s Medical Center recent-
ly did a $33-million expansion in this 
nook of Clay County. Amazon is also 
moving into a warehouse north of the 
area just inside Duval County.

“The First Coast Expressway is fu-

eling the growth along this corridor, 
which will eventually connect I-10 
to I-95 thru western Duval and Clay 
counties, cross the St Johns River and 
connect to I-95 through the future Sil-
ver Leaf master planned community,” 
Kiddy said. “The first segment from 
I-10 to Blanding Boulevard will open 
in early 2018 and the next segment 
from Blanding to the river is funded 
and will commence construction in 
2019.”

The new development, when it is 
completed, will be named “Branan 
Field Village.” It will include 600 
apartments, four hotels, restaurants, 
retail stores and medical offices.

The time-frame is approximately 
two years.

St. Vincent’s was a driving force 
behind the development. No one 
from St. Vincent’s returned calls by 
deadline for this story.

The development plan for Branan 
Field Village will require new roads 
and green-spaces. 

St. Vincent’s, according to reports, 
was looking for partners in its expan-
sion. The hospital company wanted 

shopping, food options and hotels 
to surround its new venture in Clay 
County.

The First Coast Expressway – a 
long-term highway project – is a 
publicly funded toll road that will 
traverse Clay, Duval and St. Johns 
counties using SunPass to handle toll 
payments.

The greater Jacksonville area has 
been besieged by traffic problems 
in recent years. Also, according to 
several national articles, Jacksonville 
was the second-most moved-to city in 
2015, so population in the region is 
growing.

“Amazon is under development 
with a million-dollar fulfillment facil-
ity,” Kiddy said. “Residential building 
permits in Oakleaf and southwest 
Clay are on the rise with much more 
to come.

“All of these factors were reasons 
to invest. We saw no better oppor-
tunity in Florida where a property 
was so uniquely positioned where it 
would continue to grow in value be-
cause of the construction of the FCE 
and the future residential and com-
mercial demand it will produce.”
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incident,” Lloyd said. “But we do 
want to thank people, because they 
do keep us safe. Our law enforcement 
and first responders are phenomenal.”

After the ordeal, music teacher 
Victoria Syken began a #Green-
CoveStrong initiative with the stu-
dents to thank everyone who helped 
keep them safe.

For Clay County Sheriff Darryl 
Daniels, who was sworn in on Jan. 2, 

Chat
from page 2

events like “Law Enforcement Appre-
ciation Day” highlight a major theme 
of his campaign of mending fences.

“It’s important for law enforcement 
to break down psychological barriers 
of mistrust, even at this age,” Daniels 
said. “Some kids are raised to de-
velop a psyche of being afraid of law 
enforcement. We need to break down 
the mistrust, and that goes both ways, 
because sometimes law enforcement 
can become jaded and they get a 
false perspective of people.

“It’s about opening communica-
tion. We’re all in this together.”

Popping tags on Blanding Boulevard

Hospice thrift shops become 
neighbors on Blanding Boulevard
By Jesse Hollett
The Oakleaf

ORANGE PARK – Two compet-
ing thrift stores from two competing 
hospice organizations have recently 
stepped up the competition.

Previously located across town 
from each other, the Haven Hospice 
and Community Hospice thrift shops 
are now within walking distance of 
each other in the 800 block of Bland-
ing Boulevard.

Community Hospice – which took 
the space formerly occupied by the 
Goodwill Thrift store at 845 Blanding 
Blvd. – held a soft opening on Black 
Friday. Haven Hospice, now at 821 
Blanding Blvd., opened earlier this 
month after moving from its previous 
location on Wells Road.

Community Hospice Communica-
tions Manager Jay Magee noticed the 
Haven Hospice sign last week while 
dropping off a donation to his newly-
opened store and was pleasantly 
surprised by the new competition. 

“It’s a good place for us and really 
the shopper wins in the end because 
they’ve got the convenience really 
within walking distance, I mean, if 
you really wanted to brave Blanding 
Boulevard on foot, then you could do 
it,” Magee said.

And daring shoppers could do just 
that as the Teen Challenge Thift at 
868 Blanding Blvd. is across the six-
lane thoroughfare from Magee’s shop. 

According to a February 2016 
study by market research firm IBIS 
World, U.S. consumers spend $10 bil-
lion a year at thrift stores. The study 
also found that thrift stores employ 
117,918 U.S. workers.

Both thrift shops saw their leases 
expire around the same time. Com-
munity Hospice Thrift Shop’s previ-
ous location, as well as the Ford 
Quick Lube location that was behind 
it, have both closed to make way for 
a new Wawa store to be built at that 
location.

Haven Hospice Resale owners 
have been looking over the last year 
for a new location that would bring 
in more business and elected for a 
building that previously housed a 
community church at 821 Blanding 
Blvd. 

“Having done the research and 
looked at our shoppers and listened 
to the comments from our shop 
wasn’t in the primary location for a 
lot of retail shoppers,” said Courtney 
Patterson Quirie, director of volunteer 
services with Haven Hospice. “Many 
of them in the community tend to 
go to multiple stores at one time, so 

being closer to multiple retail stores 
isn’t necessarily a bad thing and 
we’re pretty confident that we offer 
good items at a good, fair value and 
that keeps everybody competitive.” 

Quirie said the addition of the Ha-
ven Hospice thrift shop in the same 
area as Community Hospice’s would 
benefit both thrift shops due to cus-
tomer cross traffic. 

Both thrift shops use almost all 
of the money raised in their shops 
towards paying the medical bills of 
those that may not have health insur-
ance or other means to pay for care 
at their respective hospice locations. 

“Initiatives like the thrift shop al-
low us to provide that to anybody in 
our five-county service area,” Magee 
said. “It’s important for us to be there 
not only as a thrift shop but as a sym-
bol to let people know we are there 
for a community and an opportunity 
to learn about the care they provide. 
A lot of people are not comfortable 
talking about end of life care.”

Both thrift store chains operate 
almost entirely off a skeleton staff. 
Most store associates are volunteers. 
Haven Hospice’s thrift shop only 
employs three people between its five 
attic stores. January marks the fifth 
year the Community Hospice Thrift 
Shop has operated. 

Likewise, both stores will see an 
increase in their available floor space. 
Community Hospice saw its Orange 
Park thrift store’s show room go from 
8,000 square feet to 10,000, while 
Haven Hospice’s storage space has 
also increased to facilitate the storage 
of medical equipment used in patient 
care at the Custead Center, also on 
Blanding Boulevard. 

“I think we have a good relation-
ship with the community,” Quirie 
said. “It’s two different businesses 
serving the same area. We have a 
good relationship with them and I 
think both stores will benefit with 
them being so close to each other.”

Once home to the Goodwill Thrift Store at 845 Blanding Blvd., this building is the new 
home of the Community Hospice of Northeast Florida Thrift Shop.

Originally built to house Blockbuster Video, this building has now been razed to make 
way for the construction of a Wawa convenience store. After Blockbuster moved out, it 
became the Thrift Shop for Community Hospice of Northeast Florida. 
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By Christiaan DeFranco
The Oakleaf

FLEMING ISLAND – Clay County 
School Superintendent Addison Davis, 
as promised from the Dec. 15 school 
board meeting, released the names of 
his core staff this month.

The board voted to approve the 
list of candidates at last Thursday 
night’s meeting.

Davis named Terri Dennis his chief 
of staff at $81,000 
per year. Dennis, 
who was Davis’ 
specialist when he 
served as chief of 
schools in Duval 
County, will serve 
as a liaison be-
tween Davis and 
the board.

Davis also 
named Nicole 
Snyder coordina-
tor of communications and media 
partnership at a salary of $75,000. 
Snyder comes to the position after 
having worked as a reporter for 
Jacksonville television station WJXT, 

Channel 4.
Davis also 

named Michael 
Kerekes coordina-
tor of strategic 
planning and 
community part-
nership, a new 
position that has a 
salary of $81,000. 
In December, Da-
vis said he wants 
that person to 

help with initiative projects, “develop 
and drive a strategic plan” and “keep 
a goal-based management system.”

Kerekes, an attorney and son of 
School Board Chair Janice Kerekes, 
also worked on Davis’ campaign. Da-
vis thanked him in his victory speech 
on election night.

All the salary figures include ben-
efits, which are 25 percent of each 
salary.

In regard to the hiring of Michael 
Kerekes, Davis said in a statement: 
“Please know that his hiring, along 
with other current or future hires, 
is based on ability, skill set, intel-
lect, and willingness to transform the 
organization.

“All new and existing hires will be 
held accountable to perform at a high 
level and be required to consistently 
represent and reflect the core values 

New school district leadership team announced

School Board Chair’s son among 
Superintendent Davis’ new staff

of the district and school board.”
Michael Kerekes, as of a Wednes-

day morning publication deadline, 
did not return repeated calls from 
Clay Today and chose not to respond 
to questions via email.

Janice Kerekes told Clay Today 
that her son’s hiring wasn’t some-
thing she saw coming.

“It’s a decision that’s 100-percent 
up to the superintendent,” she said. 
“Michael is bright and he’s driven. Of 
course, I’m biased because I’m his 
mother, but he’s very qualified. I was 
surprised when he told me he was set 
to do an interview for the position. 
I was not involved in this process at 
all.”

Board member Ashley Gilhousen, 
who has held opinions opposing 
Chairwoman Kerekes on many issues 
since taking office in 2014, discussed 
the hiring with Clay Today.

“The statutes are pretty clear that 
when the superintendent takes office, 
he or she can hire whom they want,” 
Gilhousen said.

When directly asked about the hir-
ing of Kerekes’ son, Gilhousen said, 
“I’m not going to comment on that 
right now.”

Board member Betsy Condon, 
who often has been aligned with 
Gilhousen, said she is willing to give 
Davis the leeway to hire whomever 
he chooses.

“I feel very strongly that it’s in the 
purview of the superintendent to hire 
his or her staff,” she said.

In relation to his hiring choices in 
general, Davis told the board mem-
bers at the Jan. 5 meeting: “If, in 30 
days, you feel that someone isn’t the 
right person, I’m giving you the op-
portunity to call me, and we’ll have 
that conversation.

“I’ve hired at the 20th-largest 
district … very successful people. I 
know what first-round draft picks 
are.”

Several board members had heard 
concerns from constituents.

Other new hires Davis made were:
Kathleen 

“Katie” Moeller, 
director of pro-
fessional devel-
opment, school 
improvement and 
assessment who 
currently serves 
as the director of 
leadership devel-
opment for Duval

County Pub-

lic Schools. In that position, Moeller 
helped to create and grow the DCPS 
administrator leadership bench, ac-
cording to a press release. She devel-
oped the

curriculum for the assistant princi-
pal preparation program and helped 
establish New

Leaders as the School Principal-
ship preparation program for princi-
pals.

Michael Kemp, 
who is currently 
serving as assis-
tant superinten-
dent for informa-
tion services in 
the Bibb County, 
Georgia School 
District, is to be 
named as the new 
assistant superin-
tendent of opera-
tions. Kemp, who holds a doctorate 
in education, began his education 
career as a teacher at Jacksonville’s 
Arlington Middle school in August 

1989. His salary 
will be $127,000. 
He will replace 
John Merrill, the 
assistant superin-
tendent for sup-
port services, who 
will be retiring in 
a month.

Michael 
McAuley will be 
named the new 

position of assistant superintendent 
of climate and culture for an annual 
salary of $137,500, is another point 
of emphasis for Davis. McAuley has 
been in education for more than 20 
years, and has worked at every level 
from elementary school extended-
day counselor to university instructor, 
from district-based school psycholo-
gist to international lecturer. He has 
also served as a pre-service education 
program trainer to state and school 
district executive director. The focus 
of McAuley’s work over the past eight 
years has been to support the growth 
and development of systems involved 
with continuous improvement and 
the outcomes for all stakeholders, in-
cluding students, teachers and district 
support teams, states a press release.

“The biggest thing Clay County 
can focus on is the well-being of 
our staff, attention to strategies, our 
support services, exceptional student 
education, psychologists,” Davis said 
Dec. 15. “We really need to change 
our dynamics to 
focus on positive 
support versus 
being reactive. 
In this position, 
I want someone 
who really un-
derstands our 
school improve-
ment model to 
gain access to our 
kids and train our 

Terri Dennis

Kathleen Moeller

Michael Kemp

Theresa Stahlman

Michael McAuley

Nicole Snyder

SEE STAFF, 6
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1530 BUSINESS CENTER DR. SUITE 1 
FLEMING ISLAND • 904-215-4221

9640 CROSSHILL BLVD., SUITE 101 
JACKSONVILLE • 904-404-4444

Offering a range of 
treatment options, 
from interceptive 
to comprehensive 

orthodontics. 

www.dentistry-4-children.com

SPECIALIZING 
IN THE 
DENTAL CARE 
OF BABIES, 
CHILDREN, 
TEENS AND 
PATIENTS 
WITH SPECIAL 
NEEDS.

Kevin W. O’Shaughnessy, DMD, MS
Karen Koehler Zell, DDS, MS
Orthodontists • 904-404-4445

904-404-4444

800 Oakleaf Plantation Pkwy
Orange Park, FL 32065

OakleafBaptist.com

Sunday
Sunday School 10:10am

New Worship 
Service Times 9am & 11am
Kidz Worship KG-3 11am

AWANA 5pm

Evening Worship Service 6pm

Wednesday
Kidz Choir 6:15pm

Men’s & Ladies
Prayer Meeting 6:15pm

Prayer & Bible Study
Kidz4Christ KG-6
OSM Youth “Fusion Live” 7pm

Come join us at Oakleaf Baptist this Summer. Mark your calendars!  This is an 
event the whole community gets behind. Over 350 kids come each year to enjoy 
loads of fun, biblical lessons, and long lasting friendships within our community.

CALL JANET PETERSON 352-598-0067 • WWW.MYDOTERRA.COM/JANET4OILS
CERTIFIED PURE THERAPEUTIC GRADE

ESSENTIAL OILS FOR YOUR FAMILY’S HEALTH Don’t Forget Valentine’s Day!

264-2012 or 800-275-1189
347 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park

www.ParkAvenueFlorist.net

Park Avenue
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP

orangepark� orist.com | 264-5120

Send Love.
Valentine's Day is 

Tuesday, February 14th

Staff
from page 5

teachers to be successful with them.”
Theresa Stahlman will be the as-

sistant superintendent for curriculum 
and instruction. Stahlman, who has a 
doctorate, is currently serving as prin-
cipal of Ruth N. Upson Elementary in 

Jacksonville’s Murray Hill community. 
No info was given for this salary.

While at the Duval County School 
District, Stahlman served in different 
roles, including regional superinten-
dent where she was responsible for 
leading and monitoring school reform 
and improvement in 35 schools serv-
ing approximately 35,000 students in 
grades K-12.

She was the first leadership devel-
opment director at the Schultz Center 
for Teaching and Learning respon-
sible for developing standards-based 
leadership curriculum for all princi-
pals.

Managing Editor Eric Cravey con-
tributed to this story. Email Christiaan 
DeFranco at chris@opcfla.com. Follow 
him on Twitter @cdefranco.

Saving lives at 70

Physician first in Clay approved to recommend medical marijuana
By Jesse Hollett 
The Oakleaf

FLEMING ISLAND – Calvin Sieg-
ers’ octagonal glasses and towering 
stature give him a sober scholarly 
appearance.

And while he appears at first 
glance to follow the conventional 

wisdom followed by physicians be-
fore him, Siegers, 70, is donning his 
physician’s coat again to give access 
to medical marijuana in Clay County.

In November, Siegers completed a 
Florida Medical Association class and 
was certified to recommend medical 
marijuana to qualified patients. His 
registration with the Office of Com-

passionate Use makes him one of the 
first 15 doctors in Northeast Florida 
qualified to recommend the medicine, 
and the first in Clay County to receive 
certification. At this writing, he is the 
only physician certified to recom-
mend the drug.

SEE SIEGERS, 8 Dr. Calvin Siegers
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FUN !
10%off
All Women’s Bicycles

9680-18 Argyle Forest Blvd. | 904.771.8830
openroadbicycles.com

15%off
Women’s Accessories

Sweet
Valentine’s

Specials

GIRLSJUST
WANNA HAVE

Must
Present

Coupon.
Expires

2/28/17.
Excludes

sale items.

Location - 
     9717 103rd Street 

 Jacksonville, Florida 32210

     4 miles west of I-295
2 miles east of Branan Field/Chaffee

  904.771.6424 - office 
   904.771.8031 - fax 
   westsidefamily.com

You are invited to come and enjoy an exciting time
of Contemporary Praise & Worship and sharing of God’s Word.

Pastor Jim & Esther Wilder
Founding Pastors

Westside
  Family Worship Center

C
haffee 

R
oad

103rd Street

Old 
Midd

leb
urg

 R
oa

d

Normandy Boulevard

Shindler 
Road

Cecil Commerce Cntr Pkwy

B
ranan 

Field

134

23

Normandy Boulevard

Men’s Ministry meets every 1st Thursday each month @ 7pm

Women’s Ministry meets every 2nd Thursday each month @ 7pm

 Service Schedule
Sunday Celebration

Sunday School - 9am
Morning Worship - 10am 

Kidz Church - 10am
“Heart  of Worship” - 5-6pm 

1st Sunday each month

Family Life Night 
Adult Bible Study

Refuge Student Ministries 
Royal Rangers 

Missionettes & Rainbows 
Wednesdays @ 7:00pm 

By Nick Blank
The Oakleaf

ORANGE PARK – Six blocky fro-
zen bags of breastmilk are placed on 
a table in front of Allison Borszich 
while she bounces her six-month-old 
son Andrew on her hip. The bags are 
all hers, and they’re going to help 
babies in need across the country.

As the first donor to the recently-
opened Milk Donation Center at the 
Orange Park Medical Center, Borszich 
quickly points out she wanted to 
help mothers who couldn’t produce 
enough milk.

“It was just the right thing to do, I 
couldn’t think of a better way to help 
somebody,” Borszich said.

Andrew was born July 2016 and 
Borszich began producing more 
breast milk than she needed.

“My freezer was overflowing with 
breastmilk,” Borszich said.

When Borszich reached out on 

Donna Mason, lactation specialist at Women and Children’s Services at Orange Park Medical Center, 
left, is all smiles over the hospital’s new breastmilk donation program. Donor Allison Borszich of 
Atlantic Beach sits holding son Andrew.

Breast milk donation 
center helping moms 
across America

social media, a friend recommended 
Orange Park Medical Center. She 
donated on Dec. 7, the first day the 
breastmilk donation center – and 
the first in the Jacksonville area – 
opened. 

An Atlantic Beach resident, 
Borszich commutes 45 minutes to do-
nate. Her first donation was 29 bags 
of breastmilk. She’s donated 34 bags 
since December.

Lactation Specialist Donna Mason 
assists Borszich. Mason said the hos-
pital receives a lot of calls from moth-
er’s worried about their milk supply. 
She said moms such as Borszich who 
have the extra breastmilk, have the 
ability and a huge opportunity to 
help babies in need. 

“It’s a fabulous gift. It’s a very 
exciting and heady feeling to be the 
vessel that connects the moms to the 
milk bank,” Mason said.

OMPC ships the milk to Colorado-

SEE MILK, 8
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Siegers
from page 6

Doctor’s must complete an online 
eight-hour training course, pass an 
exam and pay a $999 fee to acquire 
the proper certification to recom-
mend the medication. 

Florida voters overwhelmingly 
passed the Amendment 2 ballot initia-
tive to expand the use of medical 
marijuana on the Nov. 8 general elec-
tion. More than 350 Florida doctors 
have qualified since. 

“When the opportunity came 
along to become a recommender for 
medical marijuana, I looked into that 
as a possible opportunity to make hu-
manitarian use of my license, which 
hangs on my wall, and for the past 
six years, was just hanging there and 
not doing anything,” Siegers said. 

Siegers retired from practice in 
Michigan, yet has maintained his 
physician’s license in both Michigan 
and Florida. He has since worked as 
a medication assessor for Texas-based 
healthcare company CenseoHealth. 

In that role, he visits with mostly 
elderly patients at their homes and 
reviews their medications only to 
find that many of the conditions the 
patients lived with could be remedied 
by medical marijuana. 

This could ultimately reduce or 
even eliminate the cadre of pills some 
elderly patients take, he said. 

“My interest in that became more 
acute during a time of visiting elderly 
people with chronic diseases in their 
homes and seeing that there are a 
number of those patients who would, 
in fact, benefit from access and use 
of medical marijuana,” Siegers said. 
“Many of the diagnoses that are on 
the list that would qualify them for 
the use of medical marijuana, for ex-
ample, neurological diseases cancer, 
chronic pain.”

With the passage of Amendment 
2, the list of patients who qualify for 
medical marijuana expand to those 
with “debilitating illnesses” such 
as post-traumatic stress syndrome, 
Parkinson’s disease,  epilepsy and 
cancer, including a number of other 
diseases that Siegers said affect many 
of the patients he sees. 

Alternatively, Siegers said, many of 
these conditions are treated with opi-
oids, which leads to high addiction 
rates among the elderly even after the 
pain has been alleviated. 

“It’s more than minimal, there are 
a significant number of patients that 
find themselves in that situation,” 
Siegers said. “The pain is gone but 
they enjoy the feeling they get as a 
side effect of the pain medication.” 

A December study by a Washing-
ton Post Kaiser Family Foundation 
Poll found nearly all long-term users 
of prescription painkillers say they 
started the painkillers with a pre-

scription from a doctor. Only three 
percent of users reported that they 
started using painkillers for recre-
ational purposes, and while nearly all 
long-term users reported they used 
the drug to relieve pain, 34 percent 
reported being physically dependent 
on the drug. 

“It’s not at all uncommon for pa-
tients that have a legitimate need for 
opiate medication at least in the short 
term to have prescriptions provided 
to them for that legitimate use,” Sieg-
ers said. “Over that relatively short 
period of time, say, a month or six 
weeks …the pain component of their 
needs has diminished considerably, 
but there becomes a psychological 
side effect for them that they find 
desirable to continue with.”

He continued to say medical mari-
juana, while it does have an addictive 
component to it, can be used instead 
of opiates in many cases. 

Many patients waiting for the med-
icine to hit the market will have to 
wait. While Amendment 2 came into 
effect Jan. 3, Florida Department of 
Health, physicians, dispensing orga-
nizations and patients remain bound 
under the 2014 “Charlotte’s Web” bill 
while FDOH creates regulations and 
then implements those regulations. 
The department has 15 months to 

complete the task. 
Even then, patients must have a 

“bona fide relationship with a quali-
fied doctor for at least 90 days, so, 
the big change, which is access, 
occurs…you would still have to wait 
through another three months with a 
qualified doctor who would say ‘yes 
this is a person who qualifies for the 
use of medical marijuana,’” Siegers 
said. 

Many Florida municipalities and 
counties have passed temporary mor-
atoria on medical marijuana dispen-
saries to allow time to devise proper 
zoning laws for dispensaries when 
they come. And they’re coming. 

Alachua-based CHT Medical, an-
nounced Dec. 21 that it has received 
authorization from FDOH’s Office 
of Compassionate Use to process 
and dispense medical marijuana. 
The company is one of six licensed 
dispensing organizations for medical 
marijuana in the state. 

The company has plans to expand 
its marijuana cultivation operations 
and open chain dispensaries in every 
major metropolitan area in Florida. 

Siegers believes legislators are not 
prepared to “let the cat out of the 
bag” yet. 

“The electorate believed that cat 
was legitimate marijuana usage,” 

he said. “The legislature and the 
politicians…they’ve got the bag, and 
there’s a cat in it, but they’re afraid 
that the cat that’s in the bag is ‘Reefer 
Madness,’” he said, referring to the 
1936 propaganda film of the same 
name that portrayed marijuana as 
capable of compelling teenagers to 
murder, commit sexual assault and go 
insane. 

“The people have spoken clearly 
on that issue and the legislature is 
going to fully and faithfully enforce 
that,” said Sen. Rob Bradley [R-Flem-
ing Island] “People that need medical 
marijuana for those ailments that are 
described in the Constitution, there is 
going to be a safe and secure system 
to get them the product they need.” 

Bradley sponsored the 2014 “Char-
lotte’s Web” bill that allowed terminal 
patients access to low-THC medical 
marijuana. 

In the meantime, while the leg-
islature puts the final additions on 
its regulatory system, Siegers hopes 
to affiliate himself with a hospice or 
other palliative care service to give 
the elderly access to additional care 
options that include medical mari-
juana.

Milk
from page 7
based Mother’s Milk Bank, a non-
profit program. Then it’s pasteurized 
and distributed to the neediest babies 
in the country.

The screening involves a 10-min-
ute phone call regarding the poten-
tial donor’s general medical history. 
Then the milk bank pays for a blood 
screening. 

So far, two mothers have donated 
but OMPC received 15 calls from 
mothers interested in the donation 
center after a radio story ran on a lo-
cal news station.

OMPC currently doesn’t use donor 
milk, but Suzanne Jones, director of 
Women and Children’s Services, said 
OMPC is getting there. 

“One of the goals for hospitals 
in the HCA South Atlantic division 
hospitals was to open a breast milk 
donation center,” Jones said. “If you’re 
already involved in the process of 
using milk, it’s easier to get involved 
and use the donor milk in your own 
NICU.”

Jones said she’s hoping that OMPC 
can use locally-donated breastmilk by 
the end of year.

But to Borszich, her numerous 
donations represented one less thing 
families and their babies had to 
worry about.  

“If I can just relieve the stress for 
these women, I feel like that’s a job 
well done,” Borszich said.

By Christiaan DeFranco
The Oakleaf

LAKE ASBURY – The media cen-
ter at Lake Asbury Elementary was 
jam-packed full, and full of smiles.

The 50 kids who had been called 
into the room for a special event 
were there to see fellow sixth-grad-
er Chase Carroll be interviewed by 
a local TV station. Caroll is the state 
ambassador for NFL’s Fuel Up Play 
60 program, in which he teaches 
kids how to eat healthy in order to 

Lake Asbury students heading to Pro Bowl week

SEE PRO BOWL, 10

be active and exercise.
That’s what the interview was 

supposed to be about.
Supposedly.
Instead, the event – which in-

cluded Jaguars mascot Jaxson de 
Ville, Jags cheerleaders The Roar, 
and the Wolfie mascot from Wolf-
son Children’s Hospital – turned 
out to be a surprise for all the kids 
involved.

Carroll, along with the students 
in attendance, were awarded a free 
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Floorplans from 1540 sq ft to 3000 sq ft
We can build a home for you or 

several homes currently available for quick occupancy!

Southeast region’s only All Brick Builder
Florida based company founded in 1991.

DAWSON’S CREEK
3,000 sq ft

WINNER

20
15

For details about all of our
communities visit 

adamshomes.com/fl orida/jacksonvilleLongleaf Ranch 904.291.9312
Dawson’s Creek 904.528.6991 License Number CRC 1330146

MIDDLEBURG 
Longleaf Ranch Homes 

starting in the low $220k’s

OAKLEAF PLANTATION
Dawson’s Creek Homes 

starting from $230k’s CLOSEOUT

CLOSEOUT
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Debbie’s Decorators Workroom &
FABRIC STORE 

Custom Workmanship at Reasonable Rates

904-282-3229
2494 Blanding Blvd. Suite 10, Middleburg 

Manufacture Prices
(Excludes Silks and Vinyls)

ALL IN-STORE FABRICS

50% OFF

Tony Placzkowski

John Placzkowski

Clay County 
Transmission

Veteran Owned & Operated

Nationwide Warranty
“Quality Work At a Fair Price”

• Most Extended Warranties • Hometown Hero Discounts
• Senior Citizen Discounts • Fleet Accounts Welcome

Orange Park
2485 County Road 220

264-2874

Middleburg
2456 Blanding Blvd

282-9771

Jacksonville
8333 103rd St.

619-4631 NAPA
Certifi ed
Location

www.claycountytrans.com
Monday – Friday 8a.m. to 5:30p.m. • Saturday 8a.m. to 12p.m.

www.GeorgeRobertsIns.com 
 csr@georgerobertsins.comStarke Lake Butler

904-964-7826 386-496-3411

Middleburg
2361 Blanding Blvd. 
904-282-7665

Keystone Heights
333 Lawrence Blvd. 
352-473-7209

C. Scott Roberts 
Owner/Agent 

Insurance Rates Too High? 
We Can Help! 

Representing more than 30 A Rated 
insurance companies providing you the 

Best Insurance at the Best Price 

CLEAN OUT YOUR CLOSET, GARAGE & ATTIC
THE MIDDLEBURG MUSEUM WANTS YOUR STUFF!

Donate your items for our Fundraising Event at the
5th Annual Black Creek Winter Festival Saturday, February 18th

For information or pickup call (904) 291-6301

 50s & 60s clothes, furniture, shutters, picture frames & framed pictures,
sports or Hollywood memorabilia, table cloths, doilies, dolls, toys,

anything old-fashioned or antique

Support small, local businesses, the heartbeat of our communities

M
id
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urg Civic Association

est. 1941

75th
anniversary

Always fi nd something special 
      in Historic Middleburg
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Market swings
making you
uneasy? Let’s
talk.

Frank M Meininger, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

7855 Argyle Forest Blvd
Unit 904
Jacksonville, FL 32244
904-778-4188
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

®

Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Competitive rates, not-for-profit, 
right here in your community.

Keystone • (352) 473-4917 
Orange Park • (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com

Pro Bowl
from page 8
trip to the NFL’s Pro Bowl and related 
activities in Orlando on Jan. 26.

It includes two buses, a hotel stay, 
and numerous activities for the ESPN 
Pro Bowl week in Orlando.

“I had no idea,” Carroll said. “I’m 
glad I didn’t know. It made the event 
even better that it was a surprise!”

Carroll became Florida’s ambas-
sador for Fuel Up Play 60 after an 
extensive application and interview 
process. Fuel Up Play 60 is a bit dif-
ferent than Play 60. Fuel Up teaches 
sixth-graders how to eat healthy, so 
they can have the “fuel” to exercise, 
which is what “Play 60” is all about.

The NFL flew Carroll to Purdue 
University last year for a five-day 
forum to learn about how to educate 
kids on eating healthy. It was his in-
volvement, as well as his active class-
mates, that led to the Pro Bowl trip.

“This has been one of the most 
fun experiences of my life,” he said. “I 
think this program is going to spread 
like wildfire.”

The Fuel Up Play 60 program here 
works in conjunction with the Florida 
Dairy Council.

“As a PE coach, my goal isn’t just 

to see the kids once a week and have 
them exercise,” said Shannon Pellegri-
ni, the school’s physical education 
teacher. “My goal is to inspire them to 
exercise as they grow up and become 
adults.

“I always tell them that I didn’t 
like physical activity in school, but 
now as an adult I do runs and I actu-
ally pay for it at the gym. “I think the 
Play 60 program inspires kids to be 
active.”

Carroll is ambassador for this 
school year. 

“Because of his ambassadorship, 
along with Coach Pellegrini, that con-
tributed to this Play 60 trip happen-
ing with Orlando,” said Sarah Lawson, 
Lake Asbury Elementary principal. 
“He has been a go-to person.”

Chase said he is happy for his 
classmates.

“They made this trip happen with 
their involvement,” he said. “They 
have been amazing. It’s going to be a 
great trip. NFL players will be there. 
It will be lots of fun. I can’t wait.”

Email Christiaan DeFranco at 
chris@opcfla.com. Follow him on 
Twitter @cdefranco.

Reflecting on the dream of Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
By Wesley LeBlanc
The Oakleaf

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Seated 
near the street that bears his name, 
Green Cove Springs residents and city 
leaders joined millions of Americans 
this week to celebrate the legacy of 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Keynote speaker Rep. Clovis Wat-
son Jr. (D-Gainesville) urged attend-
ees to stop getting angry at history, 
and instead, become knowledgeable 
about it.

“When I talk about some ugly por-
tions of our history,” said Watson, “re-
alize that we also have some beautiful 
portions that have come.” 

Throughout Watson’s speech, 
those words acted as his guideline 
on how Americans should proceed as 
they navigate the future.

“That is why I have come here 
today,” he continued, “because of the 
opportunities that are now available 
to all of us.” 

After a brief summary of African-
American history in America, Watson 
asked that the crowd celebrate the 
progress that this nation has made, 
and give thanks to those who made it 
possible, such as King. 

Martin Luther King Day became 
a national holiday 31 years ago, and 
is celebrated each year on the third 
Monday in January. The date is not 
King’s birthday, which was Jan. 15.

Killed in April of 1968, at the Lor-
raine Motel in Memphis, Tenn., King’s 
legacy is able to live on in not only 
the things he accomplished through-
out his life, but also in a national 
commemoration each year.

Just as King used his national 
spotlight to tell the nation of Amer-
ica’s injustice on African-Americans, 
Watson used this celebration as 
a platform to speak to the young 
people, asking them to realize how 
far those before them have come and 

PHOTO BY WESLEY LEBLANC

City officials joined the community Jan. 16 to reflect on the life and legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. From left, Green Cove Springs Vice Mayor 
Mitch Timberlake, council member Connie Butler, City Manager Danielle Judd, Rep. Clovis Watson Jr. (D-Gainesville), Mayor Pam Lewis, former council 
member Felecia Hampshire and Police Chief Robert Musco.

how far they too, can go. 
“So, for the young people who 

think there’s no hope, who feel 
there are no opportunities available 
to you,” Watson said, “I say to you: 
Shirley Chisholm, Thurgood Marshall, 
Medgar Evers, Dr. King.

“If they made it, through all the 
difficulties and all of the roadblocks 
in their way,” explained Watson, “we 
have no excuse.” 

Watson asked that the audience 
repeat those words.

“We have no excuse,” the crowd 
chanted. 

He said that while some have 
worse circumstances than others, 
there is still no excuse. He even 
asked that rather than complaining 
that the deck is stacked against you, 
that attendees can stack their own 
deck.

At this point, the crowd was all in, 
cheering and praising the words that 
Watson spoke. 

And much like King’s famous ‘I 
Have a Dream’ speech, Watson cast 
his own dream for today’s youth.

“I dream of a day, that all of our 
young people will choose education 
instead of incarceration,” he began. “I 
dream of a day that all of our young 
people will take a positive dream 
instead of drinking and smoking,” he 
said.

Each of these lines from Watson’s 
speech were met with an eruption 
of applause from the audience that 

resembled a worship service.
He said it is important that the 

children of America no longer choose 
obstruction, recklessness and a care-
free attitude towards education and 
knowledge. Instead, Watson asks that 
children educate themselves on what 
they are not happy with, so that they 
might responsibility and effectively 
find a solution.

“I have a dream that we as a na-
tion finally realize that we hold our 

fate in our hands,” Watson said. 
Before closing, he left listeners 

with one last thought.
“I dream of an America, simply 

Americans, not Black Americans, not 
White Americans, not Democrats or 
Republicans,” he said, “but simply 
Americans, not divided by class or 
race, or status, but people taking 
advantage of the American dream, 
working together for freedom, unity, 
success, greatness and strength.”  
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Sheriff Daniels proposes local inmate re-entry center
By Christiaan DeFranco
The Oakleaf

FLEMING ISLAND – Sheriff Darryl 
Daniels called for the formation of a 
center in Clay County to help prison-
ers transition into daily life when they 
are released from incarceration.

Daniels made the statements at 
a town-hall forum on Sunday at the 
Town Hall Event Center on Fleming 
Island. He was among several elected 
officials at the event – including Di-
ane Hutchings, vice chair of the Clay 
County Commission and Orange Park 
Councilwoman Connie Thomas.

“In my former employment (Duval 
County), the Jacksonville re-entry cen-
ter was one of the departments that 
reported to me, which many people 
don’t know,” Daniels told Clay Today. 
“One of the things I want to do is 
have a re-entry center, in some form 
or fashion, here in Clay County.

“One of the things in Duval is that 
the re-entry center caters to people 
who have served state time, coming 
out of state prison. That’s good, but in 
Clay County, we don’t have a bunch 
of people coming from the state 
prison system back to our county. 
What we do have are a lot of county-
sentenced individuals who are in my 

care. And once they complete their 
sentences, they just get thrown back 
into the same environments they 
came from.”

Nicole Porter, a civil rights activist 
who has received national attention 
for her work, was the featured speak-
er at Sunday’s event, which drew Clay 
County leaders from various sectors 
as well as simply concerned citizens.

“Rather than focusing on jail cells, 
practical solutions to these issues 
should include therapeutic interven-
tions for at-risk youth and their fami-
lies, with the support of faith leaders 
and law-enforcement officers,” Porter 
said. “We need work programs. …  
Deep racial disparities exist through-
out the criminal-justice system, from 
the point of arrest to the point of 
incarceration to the point of post-
incarceration, including voting and 
employment.”

African Americans are incarcerated 
at a rate of approximately five times 
to that of whites nationwide, accord-
ing to multiple studies. 

“For me, personally, if we don’t 
get behind (these issues), we’re going 
to fall behind,” said Ron Raymond, 
a white, retired business owner and 
manager. “We need to get rid of 

that box, that ‘Check if you’ve been 
convicted of a crime’ box. … They 
already served their time.

“Part of the problem is white-
haired guys like me don’t hire people 
who have been in jail. In my factory, 
I had several folks who had been in-
carcerated. I had very good luck with 
some, not so much with others. But it 
didn’t make any difference what their 
race was.”

Florida’s incarceration rates of 
blacks exceeds nationwide averages, 
according to Porter and several stud-
ies. 

“We have a problem with re-
cidivism, and that’s nationwide,” 
Daniels said. “We need to introduce 
these inmates and former inmates 
to resources that aren’t going to be 
the same paths they’ve already been 
down. They need to have options that 
aren’t the same environments they 
came from, that led them to incarcera-
tion. … You can’t go back to the same 
environments and expect a different 
result.”

One of the organizers of Sunday’s 
event, which was to honor Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr., was Rev. William H. 
Randall, pastor of St. Simon Mission-
ary Baptist Church in Orange Park.

“Ex-felons who come out of prison, 
come out of jail, they may not have a 
place to live, they may not have job 
options,” Randall said. “They need 
resources, so they don’t fall back into 
old habits and re-offend. And that’s 
a weight on taxpayers, when we’re 
housing criminals who offend on a 
repeated basis. 

“Some of these people come out of 
prison and they’re immediately home-
less.”

PHOTO BY CHRISTIAAN DEFRANCO

Civil Rights activist Nicole Porter echoed 
Daniels’ need for a center to help former county 
and state inmates re-assimilate into society.

By Jesse Hollett
The Oakleaf

TALLAHASSEE – A Florida Ethics 
Commission investigation has ended 
in an order that former State Rep. 
Charles Van Zant Sr. (R-19) and his 
wife Katherine pay $2,250 in fines for 
failure to disclose businesses, homes 
and bank accounts in financial forms 
for the last four years.

The Ethics Commission will hold a 
final action hearing Jan. 27, the culmi-
nation of a five-month investigation. 

According to Ethics Commis-
sion documents, Charles Van Zant 
of Keystone Heights, who served in 
the Florida House for eight years, 
failed to disclose bank accounts and 
businesses on disclosure forms since 
2013, including an engineering firm. 

The omissions accounted for a 
net worth discrepancy of between 
$10,000 and $50,000 as his net worth 
climbed each year, and although Van 
Zant amended these forms in Septem-
ber 2016 after the first complaint was 
filed in August, the commission still 
found that “the public was deprived 
of access to information” it is entitled 
to in the original forms. 

Documents show Charles Van Zant 
also failed to disclose his ownership 
of a condominium at 218 Kettering 

Ct. in Orange Park. 
In the Ethics Commission ruling, 

Charles Van Zant stated he did not 
read the form’s instructions every 
year, which led to his omissions. 

Katherine Van Zant, meanwhile, 
faces a $500 fine for failure to list the 
Kettering Court residence in disclo-
sure forms submitted when she tried 
to reclaim her husband’s seat after he 
was term limited out last year. Rep. 
Bobby Payne(R-19) of Palatka defeat-
ed Katherine Van Zant’s bid in August 
Republican primaries by a 10 percent 
margin. 

According to court documents, 
Katherine Van Zant said her husband 
filled out her disclosure documents 
for her. 

The five-month investigation 
comes after complaints from Kath-
erine’s Republican opponent Leslie 
Dougher of Middleburg and Putnam 
County District 2 Commissioner Chip 
Laibl.  

Laibl said the search started after 
Charles spurred a state investiga-
tion into Palatka and Putnam County 
finances, which he compared to 
Hampton’s, a Bradford County town 
once labeled “the most corrupt city 
in America” over government fraud. 
Charles Van Zant was widely viewed 

as having a vendetta against the town 
of Hampton and its police chief.

“He said he saw smoke over 
Hampton and on his investigation 
found fire, and that the same thing 
would take place in Putnam County,” 
Laibl said. “I decided to pretty much 
check Van Zant’s house at that point 
– and I found fire.” 

“I simply found seven properties 
that were not disclosed as well as 
four businesses that were not dis-
closed,” said Dougher, a former chair 
of the Republican Party of Florida. 
“That’s why the Ethics Commission 
is there, to make sure we hold our 
elected officials accountable to a high 
standard. They are representing us 
and we want to make sure they’re 
held to a standard of disclosure and 
high ethics.”

By Florida law, legislators must at-
tend four hours of ethics training ev-
ery year before the legislative session 
opens in March. The classes cover 
many topics relating to best ethical 
practices for constitutional officers, 
as well as how to fill out financial 
disclosure forms and the importance 
of them, according to Senator Rob 
Bradley (R-Fleming Island.) 

“You can’t say ‘I didn’t know how 
to do it,’” Bradley said, not referenc-

ing the Van Zant’s ethics investiga-
tion. “It’s a requirement of law.” 

This isn’t the first time Charles 
has been investigated for fraud. In 
August, he paid $8,716.28 in unpaid 
property taxes and interest levied by 
the Bradford County Property Ap-
praiser after an investigation found 
the Van Zants had claimed a home-
stead exemption on a house in which 
they did not live. 

The Van Zants listed the home at 
127 SE 35th St. in Keystone Heights – 
the Bradford County side of the city 
– on their financial disclosure forms 
although the home remained vacant 
and falling into disrepair. The inves-
tigation found the Van Zants have 
been receiving a homestead exemp-
tion since 2008, the same year voters 
elected Van Zant to represent them in 
the House. 

In an August statement, Kather-
ine vowed to appeal the property 
appraiser’s decision at the county’s 
Value Adjustment Board. The Van 
Zants dropped their appeal a month 
later, citing in a form they did not 
agree with the appraiser’s decision, 
but no longer sought to appeal it. 

Ethics Commission fines Van Zants $2,250
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Fever? Aches? Chills?
Make a comeback.
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Sports

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

DAYTONA BEACH – As one of the 
top point guards in north Florida, 
Oakleaf High graduate Destiny 
Arvinger was known for slashing 
drives to the basket, timely assists 
to teammate Jade Lewis under the 
hoop and game-changing three-
pointers as she led the Lady Knights 
to a district basketball title in 2016.

“Destiny has been doing great 
for us this year,” said Daytona State 
College womens basketball coach 
Janice Brim, a first year coach that 
took over the program that has been 
a perennial junior college power-
house. “Her energy and level of 
competitiveness is amazing. Day in 
and day out, she plays and prac-
tices with such passion. She leads 
the team in steals and assists. She 
should be competing for freshman 

of the year in the conference.”
Now at Daytona State College, 

ranked ninth in the National Junior 
College Athletic Association Region 
8 rankings, Arvinger nearly dupli-
cated her late-game feats with a key 
fourth quarter three-pointer that 
punched up a late game-tying run 
against conference rival Santa Fe 
College, ranked seventh in Region 
8, in a Sat., Jan. 14 contest at the 
Daytona Beach campus gym. 

Adding the excitement, Daytona 
State completed the fourth quarter 
run to tie the game at 72-72 with 
31 seconds on the clock, but burst-
ing that balloon, a backcourt foul 
against Daytona allowed for two 
free throws by Santa Fe that ended 
the game 74-72 with Santa Fe taking 
the win. 

After the game, Arvinger, though 
mellowed by the loss, talked about 

the transition from Oakleaf High to 
Daytona State College. 

“It’s been a great ride,” said 
Arvinger, averaging near 14 points 
per game, eight against Santa Fe 
with three assists. “As a freshman, 
I was put in a situation as the team 
leader right from the start. I have 
learned to relax on the court with 
that and things are getting better 
each day with my teammates.”

The Santa Fe loss snapped a 
five game win streak for the Lady 
Falcons, who won the Mid-Florida 
Conference championship last year 
with nine graduated players needed 
to be replaced this year, plus a new 
coach. 

In 2016, Daytona State lost their 
season opener then went on a 27 
game win streak, winning the con-
ference title and earning a bid into 

PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Oakleaf High graduate Destiny Arvinger, No. 3, brought her hard-driving point guard game to the Daytona State College program and has be-
come a top scorer and assist leader.

Arvinger driving Daytona hoops
Womens college basketball

SEE HOOPS, 15

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

PONTE VEDRA – Tallahassee Leon 
came into Fleming Island on the his-
torically spooky Friday the 13th and 
gave the Golden Eagles soccer team 
a little Freddie Krueger with the first 
loss of the season, a 3-1 match on a 
full moon night in Clay County.

“Sometimes you just don’t get a 
break,” said Fleming Island coach 
Frank Pontore, after the Leon game. 
“They couldn’t score, they couldn’t 
finish; this is the first night we 
couldn’t finish all year long. We could 
see them again in the regions. That’d 
be nice.  A little redemption and 
maybe we’ll play a little better.”

The loss comes on the heels of 
a week-long gauntlet that Fleming 
Island coach Frank Pontore hoped 
would season his boys for a soon-to-
be-here rugged district 4-4A champi-
onship tournament.

On Monday, Dec. 9, the Golden 
Eagles took care of business quickly 
against a game Bolles team with a 5-2 
win in Jacksonville. 

“We got three tough games go-
ing on this week (Bolles, Ponte 

Fleming Island 
2-1 in gauntlet, 
Oakleaf rests

SEE SOCCER, 15

Oakleaf High midfielder Anthony Cooper is a 
fast ball mover for the Knights’ soccer as the 
district tournament looms in a week.
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By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

OAKLEAF – Oakleaf coach Frank 
Jenkins has had his coaching chores 
pile up with a team that graduated 
three college-bound all stars that 
earned a district 3-7A title and it has 
not been an easy season for the wily 
veteran.

“We have slower and younger peo-
ple this year,” said Jenkins, after beat-
ing Lee during the Christmas holiday 
with just seven available players. “We 
need to find the player that wants to 
fly all over the floor and chase balls. 
It’s about desire and that’s where we 
are not right now.”

Oakleaf continued its rugged 
schedule with a two point loss to a 
tough Raines team, 38-36, two wins 
(Keystone Heights and Clay) before 
facing off with district 4-8A top seed 
Fleming Island (19-1-0) where the 
tables got turned very quickly as the 

Golden Eagles won 59-46. In January, 
Jenkins hosted top seeded Fernandi-
na Beach, with a surprise 22-1 season 
record, and lost a close match at 57-
49. The loss has fueled a four game 
losing skid with 4-8A’s Creekside and 
Buchholz next up. 

Oakleaf is led in scoring by junior 
Andrea Merced, an Oakleaf volley-
ball ace, hitting for 12.4 points from 
her guard position. Freshman Ma’Ria 
Davis adds 11.6 points per game as 
the only two double digit shooters 
for Jenkins.Junior Jalisa Lee adds 7.9 
points per game as Jenkins has had 
to slow down last year’s fast game 
plan. despite a 13-5 overall record 
and losses to Middleburg, Paxon, 
Providence and Nease, all sub-8A 
class teams. 

Fleming Island, on the flip side, 
has torched all comers since that 
January day including a 21-point 
blowout of Middleburg and a 76-45 

District repeat, uphill battle for Lady Knights

CORRESPONDENT PHOTO BY DONNA J. CONVERSANO

Oakleaf High point guard Andrea Merced-Diaz 
has transitioned from stellar volleyball game to 
basketball.

slate still tops in the area. 
On Friday, Fleming Island shred-

ded Buchholz 76-45 with five players 
in double figures scoring led by Au-
brey Burke’s 16 points. Guard Malory 
Sinsel hit three three pointers as part 
of her 11 with Molly Ragle getting 12, 
Labas getting 13 and Robinson get-
ting 12. “When you practice hard and 
shoot a ton of shots, you gain confi-
dence in games,” said Williams. “It’s 
pretty simple that you have to do the 
work in practice to win games.”

Fleming Island must stay focused 
with a Tuesday date with a much-im-
proved Oakleaf High team sitting at 
2-2 in district play with a tough 8-10 
overall record. Oakleaf, the defending 
district 3-7A champions over Bartram 
Trail, had a good end of December 
finish before the Christmas break 
with a 33-30 win over 3-8A Lee High 
followed by a tough 38-36 loss to an 
even tougher 5A-Raines team (13-4). 

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

OAKLEAF – Jason Price’s answer 
to his two win, four losses district 
record seems to sound like a ‘Wait 
until the district tournament starts’ 
optimistic. 

“We’ve played well enough over 
the last 10 games to win every game 
but the Melbourne game (Dec. 23),” 
said Knights’ coach Price, now at 
2-4 in district play with two games 
remaining. “We felt like we gave away 
the game against Bartram Trail. Now, 
we’re playing to earn either a second 
or third seed position in the district 
with Creekside hosting the district 
and being the top seed. That puts us 
in a one-win situation to make the 
final.” 

With Creekside running away 
with the top seed in the very rugged 
district 4-8A lineup, with two wins 
over both Oakleaf and Fleming Island 
on their 5-0 slate, Price’s troops have 
struggled to keep up in January with 
a loss to Bartram Trail and Buchholz 
wrapped around a blowout win over 
Fleming Island. Buchholz has silently 
eeked into the second position and 
also has two wins over Oakleaf. Oak-
leaf defeated Creekside for the district 
4-7A title last year before losing to 
Atlantic Coast High in their region 
playoff opener. Creekside would lose 
in the region final to Tallahassee 
Lincoln.

Oakleaf has home matches up-

coming with both Bartram Trail and 
Creekside that will be a barometer of 
readiness for the district tournament 
hosted by Creekside Feb. 7-10.

“We’ve played well enough to 
at least beat the second, third and 
fourth place teams,” said Price. “You 
just have to get to the final.”

District 4-8A
Creekside (17-2, 5-0)
Buchholz (8-8, 3-3)
Bartram Trail (12-6, 3-3)
Oakleaf (11-8, 2-4)
Fleming Island (10-11, 2-5)

Against Bartram Trail, on January 
10, a 57-52 loss, the Knights opened 
with a three-pointer from Dominique 
Mitchell that led to a quick 7-0 scor-
ing run and a 19-12 first quarter lead, 
but the scoring stalled to a 26-26 tie 
at the halftime break. Mitchell fin-
ished with 14 points with two three-
pointers to team with guard Deonte 
Sherwood’s team-leading 20 points. 

Oakleaf carved out the first quar-
ter run with senior Jonathan Bry-
ant’s hard drives to the basket either 
creating foul shots or feeds that led to 
Knights baskets. Bryant did get ding-
ed with two offensive foul calls in the 
first half that seemed to slowed down 
the enthusiasm of the drives in the 
second half with Mitchell stepping up 
his outside game with quick passes; 
one landing a three point layup play 
from Kameron McKenzie. 

In the second half, Bryant returned 

to his fast-flashing play with a quick 
layup pushing the Knights ahead with 
a steal and drive by guard Deonte 
Sherwood sealing a 41-32 Oakleaf 
lead with 2:29 left in the third.

In the fourth, Oakleaf went score-
less until the six minute mark when 
Bryant tipped in a Sherwood miss, 
but Bartram Trail created the own op-
portunity to snatch the lead at 45-44 
with three minutes to go.

Oakleaf ran the score to a 6-0 run 
with a Bryant free throw upping the 
score to 51-47 at the 1:11 to go mark. 
Bartram Trail would not relent and 
used drives inside to tie the game at 
51-51 with less than a minute in the 
frenzied Bartram Trail gym. 

Down 54-52 the 30 seconds 
remaining, Oakleaf, Bryant missed 
twice on jumpers missed twice on 
three-pointers as Bartram Trail pulled 
away for the 57-52 win. 

Against Fleming Island, on Janury 
17, Oakleaf won decisively 62-37 with 
a resounding effort on both ends of 
the court and a 32-16 second half 
scoring blitz led by Bryant’s 19 points 
with one three-pointer. Jacari Cicero 
added 10 points. Fleming Island, 
at one segment of the season, was 
second in the district until recent 
losses to Creekside, Bartram Trail and 
Oakleaf. 

In the Fleming Island first quar-
ter, Fleming Island let loose to a 6-0 
lead with two buckets from Bran-
don Olsen and Warren Miller tip as 
the Golden Eagles seemed bent on 

controlling the rebounding game. 
Mitchell was not on the roster with a 
family matter.

“When Dom doesn’t play, we have 
to get two or three different guys do 
what he does,” said Price. “We are 
deep in the sense that every one of 
our guys off the bench will come out 
and play hard.” 

Bryant, on the other hand, took 
matters into his own hands and 
blasted eight points before Sherwood 
sunk a three pointer to reverse the 
score to a 17-10 Knights’ lead.

Oakleaf pushed to a 27-17  half-
time lead, a 47-29 third quarter 
lead that was mainly fueled by free 
throws as Fleming Island seemed 
overwhelmed in the paint by Oakleaf 
attacking offense.

Price noted that freshman center 
Chantz Williams should set a new 
Oakleaf High record for blocked 
shots as he obliterated the Fleming 
Island offense with five blocks.

“Even with the guys we’ve had 
here; Kevin Thomas Griffin and 
Nassir Little, he can set a new fresh-
man record within the six remaining 
games we have,” said Price. “He’s one 
of the smartest in the paint with just 
one fouled out game with his blocks. 
He blocks more shots with both 
hands than I’ve ever seen.”

On January 17, Buchholz regis-
tered a second district loss to Oakleaf 
with a 50-47 score to further high-
light the battle behind Creekside in 
district 4-8A.

Knights hoops ramping for district surprise

smashing of Gainesville Buchholz 
and heads to Creekside with a 16-1
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Hoops 
from page 13

the NJCAA championship tournament 
as a seven seed. Daytona State lost 
their opening game in the Florida 
College System Athletic Association 
state championship tournament, but 
still retained their bid to the NJCAA 

tournament. Brim took over in 2016.
“We graduated a bunch with nine 

new players on this team,” said Brim. 
“It’s a whole new team with a couple 
of returners. Destiny committed early 
last year and was hesitant to come 
with the coaching staff changing 
and all. I chatted with her numerous 
times and she decided in the end to 
still come. We are grateful.”

Arvinger credits Oakleaf coach 
Frank Jenkins with preparing her 
for the college regimen with tough 
practices.

“Coach Brim here, I think, has 
improved my shooting more than 
anything,” said Arvinger. “Coach Jen-
kins gave me the knowledge of mov-
ing the ball in the game and making 
smart decisions in the transition. 

Here, I have four players around me 
that I can depend on so I have more 
choices for getting the points.”

In 18 games, with a record of 10-8, 
2-1 in conference play, Arvinger is 
averaging 12.1 points per game (third 
on team) with 14 game starts with 3.9 
assists per game leading the team and 
2.0 steals per game, second on the 
team. 

Vedra, Tallahassee Leon) then we 
have Fletcher and we’re going hard, 
hard, hard at the end of the season,” 
said Pontore, after the Bolles game. 
“Hopefully, we’re getting ready men-
tally and physically.”

On Wed., Jan. 11, Fleming Is-
land High’s boys soccer team with a 
second half barrage of shots on goal, 
thwarted a pesky Ponte Vedra High 
team to the tune of a 3-0 non-district 
win Wednesday (Jan. 11) at Ponte Ve-
dra High School. Ponte Vedra (12-2-3) 
is the defending 3A champions cur-
rently on track to repeat in Deland, 
the home of the FHSAA state tourna-
ment in February. 

Oakleaf, on the other hand, has 
had about half as many games as 
Fleming Island with coach Carlos 
Celis hoping that the clips between 
games will be fruitful to the Knights 
district tournament hopes.

“Many of the kids play club ball 
and travel around the country a lot,” 
said Celis. “I’m hoping that what we 
may lose in teamwork and morale 
will be replaced with excitement and 
fully rested bodies by district time. 
We will see.”

Celis, who owns a much-coveted 
3-0 win over Ponte Vedra High as 
does Fleming Island, saw that game 
as an early indication that the Knights 
were capable of explosive play if 
needed.

“That game was a big one for us, 
but it was in November and a lot of 
time has come for all the teams in the 
area,” said Celis, who has just a 1-0 
loss to Creekside and a 2-0 loss to 
Fleming Island in district play, plus a 
2-2 tie with Nease. “We can use that 
one win as a motivator that we are 
capable and that might be enough 
to turn the trick against one of the 
district teams. We’ve been in all three 
of those games except for one or two 
plays.”

Oakleaf, with a gap from Decem-
ber 12 through January 5 with go 
games, has its final two games are 
against winless Clay on Jan. 13 and 
3A-Paxon (9-4) on Jan. 19.

Soccer 
from page 13

District 4-4A
Fleming Island (16-1-2, 5-0-1)
Creekside (6-1-3, 3-0-2)
Bartram Trail (9-4-2, 3-1-1)
Oakleaf (7-3-2, 2-2-1)
Nease (7-2-3, 1-2-2)
St. Augustine (5-7-1, 2-4-1)
Middleburg (0-10-0, 0-7-0)

On Fri., Dec. 13, the Golden 
Eagles scored first against Leon with 
Reid Davis coining up the blast at the 
20 minute mark, but that was it for 
the Fleming Island scoring.

Leon is now the lead team in 
district 2-4A ahead of Columbia High 
(16-2-2), also a recent victim of the 
Fleming Island barrage-laden attack, 
and should be a likely region oppo-
nent for Pontore.

Tied 1-1 at the halftime break, 
Fleming Island had a shot for a 
second goal in the second half, but 
Murphy’s penalty kick went directly 
to the Leon goalie with Leon scoring 
just 30 seconds later.

Fleming Island, now at 16-1-2 and 
the 2012 4A state champion with 
Cameron McCurry’s header in double 
overtime the final play, has Final Four 
appearances in 2014 (lost 4-1 in state 
final to Melbourne) and 2011 (lost in 
state semifinal to St. Thomas Aqui-
nas). The Golden Eagles hiccuped the 
last year with Atlantic Coast knocking 
the Golden Eagles out of the region 
semifinals with a 3-2 penalty kick win 
in 2016 with Ocala Forest beating the 
Golden Eagles in 2015 and 2013, both 

in region semifinal rounds. 
Against Ponte Vedra, the Golden 

Eagles appeared a step out of sorts 
in the first half with main strikers 
Reid Davis, Marcus Murphy and Mark 
Suhrer all making deep corner runs 
toward the Shark goal line, but nei-
ther being able to capitalize in front 
of the net.

“I think we got some opportuni-
ties in the first half but didn’t fin-
ish them,” said Pontore. “Everything 
looked like we are about a step off 
the pace of the game.”

Keystone Heights in 
three-team tussle in 5-2A
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS - Keystone 
Heights High School boys soccer has 
history in their upcoming district 
tournament with coach Trevor Waters 
getting his Indians into 13 or the last 
15 district championship games.

“We get there, we’ve had some 
good runs, but our district is pretty 
good right now,” said Waters, in 
district 5-2A with strong teams from 
Crescent City and Santa Fe high 
schools. “We’ve played both teams 
tough with a loss and a tie to to Cres-
cent City and an 8-2 win and a 1-1 tie 
with Santa Fe. The second Santa Fe 
game, we played very lethargic.”

District 5-2A
District tournament hosted by 
Keystone Heights Jan. 23-27
Crescent City (13-4-2, 10-1-1)

Keystone Heights (16-3-2, 9-1-2)
Santa Fe 7-8-3, 9-2-1)
Interlachen (5-9-1, 3-7-1)
P.K.Yonge (3-10-1, 2-8-1)
Newberry (3-9-2, 1-7-2)

Waters has the Indians on full 
steam led by lead scorer Jesus Perez, 
who has rifled goalie net for 38 
scores for  the year with senior team-
mate Ciao Carvalho adding 25 from 
his sideline position up front.

“Jesus is Jesus, but Ciao is very 
nimble for a big guy and has a strong 
shot,” said Waters. “He has a good 
service pass to Jesus that has been 
effective.”

Perez has game-highs of five goals 
twice this year; against Middleburg 
and Clay, and three goals in games 
against Fort White, West Nassau and 
Santa Fe (game one).  Carvalho added 
three of his own for a best game in 
the Santa Fe 8-2 win.

“If we keep the ball on the 
ground, we are hard to stop,” said 
Waters. “We have the best goalie in 
the area, Caleb Cushman, and he 
wins games for us.”

Cushman, just a sophomore, and 
an area top goalie last year for Wa-
ters, has 216 saves with nine shutouts 
for a 15-3-2 record with freshman 
Landon Ricketts adding playing time 
with one win. 

District 4-3A
District tournament at Matanzas
 Jan. 24-27
Ponte  Vedra (13-2-3, 5-0-1)
Matanzas (13-3-2, 5-0-1)
Menendez (6-10-0, 6-3-0)
Ridgeview (5-8-1, 2-4-1)
Palatka (4-14-0, 3-6-0)
Orange Park (4-11-1, 1-4-1)
Clay (0-8-0, 0-6-0)

District 2-1A
District tournament at 
University Christian Jan. 24-27
Christ’s Church Academy 
(9-2-0, 6-1-0)
St. Joseph Academy (7-3-1, 4-1-0)
St. Johns Country Day School 
(7-7-0, 5-2-0)
Oak Hall (4-7-0, 3-4-0)
University Christian (3-4-0, 2-3-0)
St. Francis Catholic (0-9-1, 0-4-1)
Hamilton County (0-8-3, 0-5-1)

One of Oakleaf High’s top scorers has been Andrew Henderson, in black, who takes over from older 
brother Sam Henderson’s fast feet. Sam Henderson is now playing at Asbury University in Kentucky.
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9680 Argyle Forest Blvd 
(next to Walgreens)

For weekly and daily specials “like” us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/GatorsOakleaf 

Lunch Punch Club 
Monday – Friday 
DOUBLE PUNCH 

MONDAYS

904-425-6466
FOR TAKE-OUT OR DINE IN

During Football Games
Thursday, Saturday, Sunday & Monday

*All Prices are plus tax.

SEE OUR NEW 
SEASONAL

MENU NOW!

$3 $99933
Plus 
Tax

$$33
Domestic 

Pints

Domestic 
Pitchers

Plus 
Tax

Super 
Bowl 

Specials!

33
Plus Plus 
TaxTax

Plus Plus Plus 
TaxTax

Glenda Wiechman, DVM
8483 Merchants Way  | Jacksonville, FL 32222 | 904-317-6555  | www.oakleafvet.com

• Wellness Exams
• Real-Time Ultrasound Imaging
• Laser Therapy
• Vaccinations
• Dental Care with Digital X-Ray
• General Surgery
•  Diagnostic Lab On-Site
•  High Defi nition Digital X-Ray
• Pet Lodging & Daycare
• Bathing & Grooming

Boarding Reservations Available
Space is Limited.

Your Full Service Animal Hospital
“Where Your Pets Are Treated Like Family”

We accept

MON 7AM-8PM  | TUE, WED, THUR 7AM-7PM  | FRI 7AM-6PM  | SUN CLOSED
OPEN SATURDAY - FEB 18 - 8AM - NOON

All major credit cards and CareCredit are accepted 

NEW

NEW

Happy 
Valentine‛s 

Day

Bad breath may signify a serious health risk to your beloved pet’s 
teeth and gums, but also to internal organs as well. Keep your 

furbabies healthy this year with a regularly scheduled 6 month exam.

Make your appointment today 317-6555 
It’s National Pet Dental 

Health Month.

ent today 317-6555
Dental
h.

Hurry, this offer expires on February 28, 2017

Enjoy BIG $AVINGS 
on dental cleanings. 

Ask us how.
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www.edwardjones.com

Frank M Meininger, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
7855 Argyle Forest Blvd. Unit 904 
Jacksonville, FL 32244
904-778-4188

Member SIPCMAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 

FINANCIAL FOCUS: 
What’s Smarter - Paying Off Debts or Investing?

If you’re just starting out in your career, you will need to be prepared 
to face some � nancial challenges along the way – but here’s one 
that’s not unpleasant: choosing what to do with some extra 
disposable income. When this happens, what should you do with 
the money? Your decisions could make a real di� erence in your 
ability to achieve your important � nancial goals.

Under what circumstances might you receive some “found” money? 
You could get a year-end bonus from your employer, or a sizable tax 
refund, or even an inheritance. However the money comes to you, 
don’t let it “slip through your � ngers.” Instead, consider these two 
moves: investing the money or using it to pay o�  debts.

Which of these choices should you pick? There’s no one “right” 
answer, as everyone’s situation is di� erent. But here are a few 
general considerations:

•  Distinguish between “good” and “bad” debt. Not all types 
of debt are created equal. Your mortgage, for example, is 
probably a “good” form of debt. You’re using the loan for a 
valid purpose – i.e., living in your house – and you likely get 
a hefty tax deduction for the interest you pay. On the other 
hand, nondeductible consumer debt that carries a high interest 
rate might be considered “bad” debt – and this is the debt you 
might want to reduce or eliminate when you receive some extra 
money. By doing so, you can free up money to save and invest for 
retirement or other goals.

•  Compare making extra mortgage payments vs. investing. Many 
of us get some psychological bene� ts by making extra house 
payments. Yet, when you do have some extra money, putting it 
toward your house may not be the best move. For one thing, as 
mentioned above, your mortgage can be considered a “good” type 

of debt, so you may not need to rush to pay it o� . And from an 
investment standpoint, your home is somewhat “illiquid” – it’s not 
always easy to get money out of it. If you put your extra money 
into traditional investments, such as stocks and bonds, you may 
increase your growth potential, and you may gain an income 
stream through interest payments and dividends.

•  Consider tax advantages of investing. Apart from your mortgage, 
your other debts likely won’t provide you with any tax bene� ts. 
But you can get tax advantages by putting money into certain 
types of investment vehicles, such as a traditional or Roth IRA. 
When you invest in a traditional IRA, your contributions may be 
deductible, depending on your income, and your money grows on 
a tax-deferred basis. (Keep in mind that taxes will be due upon 
withdrawals, and any withdrawals you make before you reach 
59½ may be subject to a 10% IRS penalty.) Roth IRA contributions 
are not deductible, but your earnings are distributed tax-free, 
provided you don’t take withdrawals until you reach 59½ and 
you’ve had your account at least � ve years.

Clearly, you’ve got some things to ponder when choosing whether 
to use “extra” money to pay o�  debts or invest. Of course, it’s not 
always an “either-or” situation; you may be able to tackle some 
debts and still invest for the future. In any case, use this money 
wisely – you weren’t necessarily counting on it, but you can make 
it count for you.

Edward Jones, its employees and � nancial advisors are not 
estate planners and cannot provide tax or legal advice. You 
should consult your estate-planning attorney or quali� ed tax 
advisor regarding your situation.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

SUPPLY, INC. 
Full Line All Settings Materials 

to do your job complete from start to finish.

WaLterS’
tILe

276-0570 • 334 Parkridge • Orange Park 
www.walterstileinc.com 

YOUR LOCAL
FULL SERVICE
DISTRIBUTER

WALL NICHE

THE BLOTTER
The Blotter is a snapshot of the crime impacting your neighborhood. Reports originate from the 
Clay County Sheriff’s Office’s Community Relations Unit and are meant to inform, educate and 
generate community feedback. If you see crime taking place, report it by calling the CCSO at 
(904) 264-6512 or reach Community Relations at (904) 213-6114. Remember to reserve 911 calls 
for emergencies only.

Jacksonville woman arrested for 
insurance fraud at Orange Park 
Medical Center

ORANGE PARK – A Jacksonville 
woman has been arrested over al-
leged insurance fraud involving false 
Orange Park Med-
ical Center claims 
that resulted in 
$9,425 in benefits. 

The Clay Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office 
arrested Vallarie 
Lynn Thompson-
Wells, 31, on Jan. 
9 over allega-
tions she made 
fraudulent insur-
ance claims using 
names of doctors 
from Orange Park Medical Center. 

According to the arrest warrant, 
Thompson-Wells received insurance 
through AFLAC. A claims specialist 
became suspicious of her activity in 
early October 2016 after a claim she 
submitted for her son Tobias closely 
mirrored a claim for her other son 
Tristan. 

The case was transferred to an 
AFLAC special investigator who dis-
covered Orange Park Medical Center 
had no record of either incident in 
its billing department. The case was 
transferred to the Florida Depart-
ment of Financial Services Bureau of 
Insurance, which then launched an 
investigation. 

Interviews with doctors listed on 
insurance documents yielded similar 
results – meritless insurance claims, 
the report said. 

Deputies arrested Thompson-Wells 
and transported her to the Clay Coun-
ty Jail, where she was later released 
on an undisclosed bond.

SWAT Team brought in on 
heroin arrest

ORANGE PARK – Members of the 
Clay County Sheriff’s Office SWAT 
Team were called on Jan. 13 to appre-
hend an Orange Park man.

SWAT Team members, along with 
detectives from the CCSO Organized 
Crime Division, used a search warrant 
to go to a home at 259 Canis Dr. on 
Jan. 13.

Police charged Alexander Henry, 

67, of Jacksonville 
with one count 
of possession of 
heroin with intent 
to sell.

According to 
the police report, 
Henry was sitting 
on a leather couch 
outside of his 
Orange Park resi-
dence when Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office SWAT Team 
took him into custody. According to 
the police report, there were two pill 
bottles beside the couch. Police found 
5.7 grams of heroin with 46 individ-
ual tin-foil wrapped packages within 
one of the pill bottles.

At press time, Henry remained in 
the Clay County Jail where his bond 
is set at $75,003.

Thefts
1/11 an unlocked bicycle was 

stolen from a home on Silver Bluff 
Boulevard in Oakleaf Plantation.

12/31 a laser light projector was 
stolen from the front yard of a home 
on Bristol Bridge Road in Argyle.

12/28 the contents of a wallet 
were stolen at a home on Silver Bluff 
Boulevard in Oakleaf Plantation.

12/28 a Christmas laser light 

projector was stolen from a home on 
Chantilly Court in Argyle.

Burglary to Structures
1/02 two unlocked vehicles were 

stolen from a home on Thousand 
Oaks Drive in Oakleaf Plantation.

Burglary to Autos
1/06 a firearm and miscellaneous 

power tools were stolen from an un-
locked vehicle at a home on Summit 
Drive in Argyle.

1/04 miscellaneous personal and 
electronics items were stolen from a 
ransacked vehicle at a home on Car-
dinal Oaks Circle in Oakleaf Planta-
tion.

1/03 miscellaneous personal items 
were stolen from a ransacked vehicle 
at a home on Akron Oaks Drive in 
Oakleaf Plantation

1/02 two unlocked vehicles were 
stolen from a home on Thousand 
Oaks Drive in Oakleaf Plantation.

12/31 miscellaneous personal 
items were stolen from a vehicle at 
a home on Silver Bluff Boulevard in 
Oakleaf Plantation.

12/24 unlocked vehicles were 
rummaged through and two others 
were stolen from homes along White 
Wing Road in Argyle.

12/22 miscellaneous personal 
items were stolen from a vehicle at an 
apartment complex in Oakleaf Planta-
tion.

Criminal Mischief
12/22 the sides of a vehicle were 

damaged at a home on Mahoney 
Loop in Oakleaf Plantation.

Vallerie Lynn 
Thompson-Wells

Alexander Henry
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No Appointment Needed ~ Just Walk In
• In-network provider for many health insurance plans

• Common Illnesses/Physical • X-ray/EKG/IVs/Labs on site
• Medications dispensed on site • MVA/Workman’s Comp

Hormone Replacement • Testosterone Therapy • Now Offering Allergy Testing/Immunotherapy

We also offer the latest advancements in cosmetics with Obagi Skin Care System

Your health is 
our priority! 

URGENT  
CARE

State-of-the-Art 
Facility Julington 

Creek
1633 Racetrack Rd. #101

Jacksonville, FL 32259

Oakleaf Plantation 
Town Center

9580 Applecross Rd. #106
Jacksonville, FL 32222

M-F 8-8, Sat-Sun 9-4 (904) 778-9180

Quick 
Lunch

2 cheese slices
& Drink $549

Hours: Monday - Thursday 10:30am - 10pm • Friday & Saturday 10:30am - 11:00pm • Sunday 12pm - 10pm
904-777-3998 • www.MyLifePizza.com

9725 Crosshill Blvd. #112 • Jacksonville, FL 32222 (At Oak Leaf Town Center next to Dollar Tree)
Eat In - Take Out - Free Delivery 

(Limited Area - Last Call for Delivery 45 Minutes Before Closing)

Super Bowl and Valentine’s Day 
Lunch, Dinner and Take Out Specials!

PIZZA
PASTA
SUBS

CALZONES
STROMBOLI

SALADS
1 TOPPING
10 WINGSPlus

Tax

 1 XL PIZZA
ONE

TOPPING

#1 1 XL PIZZA
$1399 $2199

#2

We are NOT a�  liated with 
any other pizza places

Plus
Tax

(904) 779-5515

License # 299994000

*Ranking and data provided by SNL Financial based on reported individual ordinary life insurance policies in force as of  year-end 2014.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL1506551

We’re honored to be 
#1 in life insurance.
Helping you protect your #1.
State Farm® is #1 in individual life policies* because people 
trust us to help protect their families and the moments that 
are most important in life. Let’s explore your options.

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.
Chris Nickas CPCU, Agent

State Farm Agent
9542 Argyle Forest Blvd, Suite 12

Jacksonville, FL 32222
Bus: 904-854-4700

VALENTINE’S SPECIALVALENTINE’S SPECIAL

Love your Baby Backs?Woody’s puts a ring on it!

$13.99 FULL RACK Baby Backs
served with 2 sides, garlic toast and an onion ring.
Valid at 8540 Argyle Forest Blvd. location. Cannt be combined with any other offer.

Arrests & Bookings

SEE ARRESTS, 19

Tuesday, January 17
Bennett, Kyle, 26, Jacksonville, 

CCSO, Grand Theft $300-4,999
Black, Chelsea, 19, Orange Park, 

CCSO, Leaving the Scene of a Crash 
Involving Damage, DUI, DUI With 
Property Damage

Carpenter, Trevor, 19, Green Cove 
Springs, CCSO, Domestic Battery

Chanacki, Anthony, 22, Orange Park, 
CCSO, Drug Equipment Possession, 
Possession of More Than 20 g. Can-

nabis, Possession of Not More Than 20 
g. Cannabis, Possession of a Controlled 
Substance

Coleman, Nathan, 31, Jacksonville, 
CCSO, Failure to Appear for Court

Denman, Brianna, 24, Jacksonville, 
CCSO, DWLSR

Goddard, Brittani, 20, Fleming 

Island, CCSO, Possession of Not More 
Than 20 g. Cannabis

Graham, Hilliard, 49, Jacksonville, 
CCSO, Failure to Appear for Court

Holland, Jeremy, 25, Jacksonville, 
CCSO, Possession of Not More Than 20 
g. Cannabis, Drug Equipment Posses-
sion

Outlaw, Rachel, 34, Fleming Island, 
CCSO, Battery On Person Age 65 Or 

Older
Spires, Christain, 24, Jacksonville, 

CCSO, VOP - Domestic Battery
Tazelaar, Shawn, 36, Jacksonville, 

CCSO, VOP - Domestic Battery
Uddin, Zainal, 50, Middleburg, 

CCSO, DUI

Monday, January 16
Brock, Alicia, 52, Middleburg, CCSO, 

Aggravated Battery On a Pregnant 
Female
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your 
community, 
your 
world 

Based on real events, Mercy Street 
takes viewers beyond the battlefield 
and into the lives of a distinctive cast 
of characters during the Civil War. In 
season two, allegiances blur and 
loyalties shift as the war pushes the 
drama beyond the hospital.  

Jenna Coleman stars as Victoria in 
this new eight-part drama about the 
most powerful woman the world has 
ever known. Recommended viewing 
for Downton Abbey  fans, Victoria 
depicts the earliest days of Queen 
Victoria’s tumultuous 63-year reign.  

Travel with historian Lucy Worsley 
back to the Tudor court to witness 
some of the most dramatic moments 
in the lives of Henry VIII’s six wives. 
The show blends drama with 
historical comment to turn the tables 
on the well-known legend of Henry.  

Get the latest news! WJCT’s What's On This Week        
e-newsletter comes to your inbox on Monday 
afternoons, bringing you information on the week's top 
TV and radio programs. Sign up at wjct.org. 

wjct.org / news.wjct.org 

More than 30 animatronic “spy cam-
eras” disguised as animals secretly 
record animal behavior in the wild. 
These Spy Creatures reveal that ani-
mals show emotions and behavior 
similar to humans. 

BUY ONE GET ONE
1/2 OFF

VACUUM BELTS
EXPIRES 2-23-17
TIM’S VACUUM CLINIC

BUY ONE GET ONE
1/2 OFF

STAIN REMOVER
EXPIRES 2-23-17
TIM’S VACUUM CLINIC

BUY ONE GET ONE
1/2 OFF

VACUUM BAGS
EXPIRES 2-23-17
TIM’S VACUUM CLINIC

Kirby & Oreck 
Service Center

Tim’s VACUUM CLINIC

278-8300
920 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park

Blanding & College Blvd.
(Across from Walmart)
Monday - Saturday 9am to 6pm

VOTED  BEST 
VACUUM STORE

IN CLAY COUNTY 
BY CUSTOMERS

VOTED  BEST 

SALES 
 SERVICE 

PARTS

Crutcher, Kiera, 24, Orange Park, 
CCSO, DWLSR

Davis, Gabriel, 23, Jacksonville, 
CCSO, Possession of Not More Than 20 
g. Cannabis, Drug Equipment Posses-
sion

Davis, Shafaira, 26, Palatka, CCSO, 
DWLSR

Gray, Ashley, 27, Keystone Heights, 
CCSO, Petit Theft

Guerra, Christine, 29, Fleming Is-
land, CCSO, Failure to Appear for Court

Harrison, Nicholas, 24, Orange Park, 

CCSO, Two Counts of Domestic Battery
Hutchinson, Laquan, 25, Jackson-

ville, OPPD, Grand Theft of a Firearm, 
Aggravated Assault With a Deadly 
Weapon, Possession of a Firearm or 
Ammo By a Convicted Felon

Letchworth, Connie, 62, Middle-
burg, CCSO, Aggravated Assault With a 
Deadly Weapon

Marshall, Edward, 34, Orange Park, 
CCSO, Two Counts of Simple Domestic 
Battery



Autos Wanted
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!
Sell Your Used or Damaged 2000-
2016 Vehicle Fast!

Same Day Pick-Up and Pay Available
Call 888-689-8647

AFFORDABLE CAREER TRAINING!
ONLINE OR ON CAMPUS.

Program Choices.

CALL FOR ANSWERS 1-888-535-9909
or CLICK learn.Sctrain.edu

Viagra!!
52 Pills for Only $99.00
Your #1 trusted provider for 10 years.
Insured and Guaranteed Delivery.

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP 
Get Stronger & Harder Immediately!
Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently & 
Safely.

Guaranteed Results. FDA Licensed.
Free Brochure: 1-800-354-3944

the miry clay of sin. Set me upon 

Christ-is-all.us

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00 -  

bandmill. Cut lumber any

dimension. In stock ready to 

1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

Reach Over 5 Million 
Readers with Newspaper AdvertisingANF

Advertising Networks of Florida

904.579.2154

$$HELP WANTED$$$
Earn Extra income assembling CD
cases from Home.
CALL OUR LIVE OPERATORS NOW!
1-800-405-7619 Ext 320
www.easywork-greatpay.com

ENJOY A FREE CUP
ON US!

World's Healthiest Coffee!
Rep's Wanted!

www.SeedOilCoffee.net
1-800-279-7848

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?
Shoulder Pain?

Get a pain-relieving brace
at little or NO cost to you.

Medicare Patients
Call Health Hotline Now!

1- 800-752-2108

FREE KITTENS
TO GOOD HOME

CALL 904-466-5245

Medical Supplies

Pets
Alquiler De Utero
$25,000.00 y más par Manuten-
cion Ayudanos, No Podemos
Tener Hijos. Llama a Nuestra
Abogada. 561-674-6857 Fl. Bar
#307084

Chronic Pain? Back or joint pain,
arthritis? Recent Medicare/health
coverage changes may benefit you!
Products are little to NO COST, if
qualified. FREE Shipping. Accredited
Pain Specialists. CALL 1-
800-498-9321

CPAP/BIPAP supplies at little or no
cost from Allied Medical Supply
Network! Fresh supplies delivered
right to your door. Insurance may
cover all costs. 800-665-0718

Help Wanted
Full-Time

PETS &PETS &
ANIMALSANIMALS

Unfurnished
Apartments

Thinking of
Advertising 

in
Clay Today?

For more
informa� on

call 
(904) 579-2154
to speak with

a Sales Rep. today!

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

SAVE on internet and TV bundles!
Order the best exclusive cable and
satellite deals in your area! If eligible,
get up to $300 in Visa Gift Cards.
CALL NOW! 1-800-736-9957

Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert for
Seniors. Bathroom falls can be
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foun-
dation. Therapeutic Jets. Less
Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door.
Anti-Slip Floors. American Made.
Installation Included. Call
800-886-9771 for $750 Off.

*FOR RENT 3/2*
QUIET NEIGHBORHOOD
NO OUT DOOR MAINTENANCE
$950.00 MTH
CREDIT CHECK REQUIRED
CALL 904-487-4939

Canada Drug Center is your
choice for safe and affordable

medications. Our licensed
Canadian mail order pharmacy will
provide you with savings of up to
90 percent on all your medication
needs. Call today 1-800-749-6515,
for $10.00 off your first prescription
and free shipping.

Satellite Sales
& Service

Unfurnished
Homes

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor
opcion para ordenar medicamentos
seguros y economicos. Nuestros
servicios de farmacia con licencia
Canadiense e Internacional te pro-
veeran con ahorros de hasta el 90 en
todas las medicinas que necesites.
Llama ahora al 1-800-261-2368 y
obten $10 de descuento con tu
primer orden ademas de envio
gratuito. cpf

Verified and Approved Pharmacy
Affiliate, 40%-80% Less! (Viagra,
Cialis, Lipitor, Advair, Crestor,
Lantus Solostar, Cozaar, Nexium)
and Many More! Prescription
Required. www.AffordableRxMed

s.com
1-800-786-1237

PRESCRIPTION MEDS Verified
and Approved Pharmacy Affiliate,
40%-80% Less! (Viagra, Cialis, Lipi-
tor, Advair, Crestor, Lantus Solostar,
Cozaar, Nexium) and Many More!
Prescription Required. www.Afforda
bleRxMeds.com 1-800-786-1237

Miscellaneous
Viagra!!
52 Pills for Only $99.00. Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years.
Insured and Guaranteed Delivery.
Call today 1-888-403-8602

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied
benefits? We Can Help! WIN or Pay
Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon &
Associates at 1-800-860-6175 to
start your application today!

RENTALSRENTALS

Health, Beauty & /
Fitness Aids

Health Service/
Medical

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION
SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED
To Carry Our Baby! Generous
Compensation and Expenses Paid.
Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu
1-800-395-5449 www.adoption-surr
ogacy.com FL Bar #307084

Stop OVERPAYING
for your prescriptions! SAVE! Call
our licensed Canadian and Inter-
national pharmacy, compare pri-
ces and get $25.00 OFF your first
p r e s c r i p t i o n !  C A L L
1-800-749-6515 Promo Code
CDC201625

PRIVATE ADOPTION
Living/Medical Expenses Paid.
Select & Meet a Loving Family to
Care for Your Child. Call 24/7
Attorney Charlotte Danciu.
1-800-395-5449 www.adoption-s
urrogacy.com FL Bar #307084

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

Legal Service

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE
Medical Help

WantedMedical Supplies

WHY WAIT??!!

MIDDLEBURG IS
GROWING

GET YOUR LAND NOW!
IMPACT FEE FREE

PROPERTIES!
AVAILABLE IN:

Middleburg, Keystone, Flagler
Estates , Putnam Call CHER FL

LLC 904-282-0066,
www.landforsale-fl.com

Land & Lots
for Sale

REALREAL
ESTATEESTATE

**FOR RENT**
SW 2/2 on private lot in
Middleburg, Orange Park area.
No pets, $750 a month 1st and
last month rent, $850 deposit.

call for an appt. 904-271-9860

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$14.50 1 wk, $24.50 2 wks,
$32.50 3 wks, $39.00 4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$23.00 1 wk, $40.00 2 wks,
$57.00 3 wks, $72.00 4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling
Real Estate or Advertise

Your Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $25.50 Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $21.00

Business
& Svc. Directory:

1.5” x 2” $77.00/4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $154/4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms Middleburg

CLASSIFIEDCOUNTY
Clay

Mobile Home
Rentals
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DO YOU SUFFER FROM SLEEP 
PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH

LEWY BODY DEMENTIA?
Trouble Sleeping? Moving or Talking in Your Sleep?

Vivid or Intense Dreams?
Experience Sleep Disturbances?

REM sleep

...................... .......................(407) 210-1316
........... ......................(386) 676-6340

CLASSIFIEDS
THE SOURCE
MOST RELIED

ON FOR
INFORMATION

ABOUT
FURNITURE
AND HOME 

FURNISHINGS!
3513 US Highway 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003
904-579-2154

VIAGRA 100MG/ CIALIS 20mg. 52
Pills, only $99.00! No hassle,
Discreet Shipping. Save Now.
Call Today. 1-800-224-0792

- FOR SALE- 
1996 DODGE 2500 SLT 
$6,200
8’ box, long range fuel, 3500 
WATT AC power converter, 
gooseneck, fifth wheel, 
trailer hitches, 20+ MPG, 
good tires and brakes, 
RELIABLE! 904-545-6497

2005 Dodge 3500 SLT 4WD, Dually Diesel $17,500
Heavy Duty 5th Wheel and 
Gooseneck Hitches, Propane 
and Performance Kit installed, 
6-speed standard with 4 Wheel 
Drive, Jake Brake, 8 ft. Box 
with Cover, 269K, Power Seats, 
Windows and Steps, Good Tires 
and Brakes, New U - Joints, 
Cruise Control, Gets 25-30 MPG with Propane on. It’s ready 
to tow that trailer! Strong running truck!!  
904-545-6497

Snap-on Mobile Toolbox, 
model# KRSC43PC
Gloss black, stainless steel top, 
with organizer rack & extra 
handle, $1,600 OBO, Cash 
Only – 904-386-2910

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL
1-800-902-7815

BUY IT.
SELL IT.
FIND IT.

Classified ads are 
great for finding 

those perfect pets.

Classified ads put 
home-seekers on 

solid ground.

Classified ads 
can get you 
electronics.

Classified ads 
making finding a 
job practically no 

work at all.
No matter what it is, you can always buy it, sell it 

or find it with Classified ads. 
For information or to place an ad call 579-2154.

Computer problems - viruses, lost
data, hardware or software issues?
Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7 Service.
Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis.
1-800-995-0869

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-800-671-9104

Got an older car, boat or RV?
Do the humane thing.
Donate it to the Humane Society.
Call 1- 800-831-6309

DIVORCE $50 TO $240*.
Covers children, etc. Only one
signature required! *Excludes
govt fees. Call 1-888-498-7075.
Extn 200 Baycor & Associates,
Established 1973.

Does your auto club offer no
hassle service and rewards? Call
American Auto Club (ACA) & Get
$200 in ACA Rewards! (new
members only) Roadside Assis-
tance & Monthly Rewards. Call
800-519-6058

SUPPORT our service members,
veterans and their families in their
time of need. For more information
visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org.

Thinking of 
Advertising 

in the Clay Today?
For more informa� on

call (904) 579-2154
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

Miscellaneous Miscellaneous Miscellaneous Miscellaneous

THEOAKLEAFThursday, January 26, 2017 21



REACH 20 MILLION HOMES NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing an ad in this section, 
call 579-2154

CRUISE VACATIONS – 3, 4, 5 or 7+ day cruises to the 
Caribbean. Start planning now to save $$ on your 

Norwegian, Carnival, Princess and many more. 
Great deals for all budgets and departure ports. 

NCPtravel.com

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED! Learn to drive for 
Stevens Transport! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! New 

drive4stevens.com

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get FAA 

1704

Make $1,000 Weekly! Paid in Advance! Mailing 
Brochures at Home. Easy Pleasant work. 
Begin Immediately. Age Unimportant. www.
HomeMoney77.com

MAKE MONEY MAILING POSTCARDS! Easy Work, 

Online Today! www.PostcardsToWealth.com

Espanol.

No deliveries.  The  All-New Inogen One G4 is only 

Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or Asbestos Lung 

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID shipping. 

FREE BATTERIES for Life! Call to start your free trial! 

singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/Month, includes 
FREE Genie HD/DVR & 3 months HBO, SHOWTIME, 

classicrunners.com

SUPPORT our service members, veterans and their 

org

A. RAFFERTY 
PAVING

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating

4 Custom Installed 
4 Tar & Chip
4 Complete Stone 

- All Types & Colors
4 Resurfacing Over 

Old Asphalt & 
Concrete

4 Driveways Widened
4 Blacktop Pads for 

Boats and RVs
4 Blacktop Approaches 

& Turnarounds
4 Grading & Basework
4 Repairs

We Do House Driveways

Specializing in 
crushed screened asphalt milling 

installed through a paving machine, rolled 

Commercial & Residential
FREE Estimates

Fast Service • Quality Work
(904) 342-3343 • (800) 834-8859

Call 904-477-4148

Handyman
Services By Carrey Allen 

FREE
ESTIMATES 

Interior
Exterior
Repair
Let me 
build your 
next Project

904-282-9061

Trimming ● Removal
Stump Grinding

Land Clearing

Fully Insured with workers comp

FREE ESTIMATES
● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Macs Tree Inc

Business
Service Directory

TODAY
CLAY OAKLEAF

Serving Oakleaf, Argyle & Western Clay County

THE C L A Y  C O U N T Y THE LEADER IN LOCAL NEWS

Win a Jacksonville Zoo 
Family 4 Pack

 Mail or deliver entry form to the Clay Today office. Must be 18 to win. 
Winners will be notified. One winner per household. 

Name

Phone

PROFESSIONAL
 DECK COATING

FREE
ESTIMATES 352-216-9800

l Concrete Floors
l Decorative Flake Finishes
l Garage Floors
l Patios
l Lanai’s

OIL STAINS l ACRYLIC STAINS l EXOXIES l CLEAR SEALERS 

l Driveways
l Pool Decks & More ...
l Non-slip Clear Sealers 

When was the last time your 
air ducts were cleaned? 

Make a fresh start with clean air! 

FREE ESTIMATES 
321-987-6443

15 years Experience 
License & insured #81-1480200 

AIR DUCT CLEANING

l UV Lights 
l Mold Remediation 
l Sanitizing Air Ducts 

FREE Dryer Vent Cleaning
Valid with air duct cleaning

$35 for first 5 vents $9 each aditional 
exp 2/28/17

Reduce Allergy & Asthma Symptoms 

Call to find out 
how you can get a 
FREE Ion Air Purifier! 

Serving all Clay County and surrounding areas
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Mail this form with payment to:
3513 U.S. Highway 17

Fleming Island, Fl. 32003
Or drop it by the office.

We are open 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Monday –Friday
Call: 269-2999
Fax: 269-6958

Classified ads
Classified ads are 4 lines of text (20-25 characters per line)

Payment must be made before ad will be published.
We accept Cash, Check, Major Credit & Debit Cards.

Name_________________________________________________

Address________________________ Phone _______________

City ____________________ State _________ Zip _________

Credit Card___________________________ Exp.____________

Type of Ad
Private Party (TVs, Sofas, Household, etc.)

1 Week $14.50 2 Weeks $24.50

3 Weeks $32.50 4 Weeks $39.00

Commercial (Rentals, Cars, Advertise your business.)
1 Week - $23 2 Weeks - $40

3 Weeks - $57 4 Weeks - $72

Garage Sales
$21 - 4 lines of text (20-25 characters per line)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

ADDITIONAL LINES are $2.15 each.

Ad Copy One Letter, Number, Punctuation Mark or Space Per Box

EMPLOYMENT SPOTLIGHT

Place your employment ad here 
for as little as $52 a week. 

Call Martha 579-2154 

We are looking for Companions, HHA’s and C.N.A.’s 
for a very busy  home health agency. 

We service Mandarin, Southside, 
Arlington and the Beaches area. 

Apply at: www.homeinstead.com/183
Or come into the office.

9191 R. G. Skinner Parkway, Suite 803 
Jacksonville, Fl. 32256

904-363-6699
#299992175

HHA’s & 
C.N.A.’s

NOW HIRING 
Gateway Contracting, Inc. is now accepting applications for 
qualified applicants offering health insurance, vacation, paid 
holidays and 401k benefits. If interested please apply 
online at www.gatewaycontractinginc.com.

THREE  FULL-TIME POSITIONS AVAILABLE:

l LEAD CARPENTER
Must be able to perform journeyman level work as a 
carpenter in a commercial and industrial setting. This 
position requires a full range of both rough and finish skilled 
carpentry work, including the ability to work from drawings, 
specifications, and instructions to build, remodel and repair 
various types of facilities and structures.

l Carpenter’s HELPER

l Parts/Material Runner

Qualified applicants must have good driving record and pass 
background check. DFWP Call 388-4799.

Interested in a good paying 

Zach’s outdoor equipment is 
looking for a experienced small 
engine mechanic salary based on 
experience.

If this interest you contact Zach at 
904-838-8686 to set up an interview.

ZACH’S
OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT

City of Green Cove Springs 

Financial Management Analyst – Full-time position performing various account-
ing-related activities, and detailed financial analysis of the operations of City departments.  Starting 
salary - $20.60/hr DOE. Drug-Free Workplace.  Applications available at www.greencovesprings.
com.  Employment Applications for this position must be received by close of business 1/30/17 (see 
below). 

Utility Plant Operator III – Full-time position with experience in water and wastewa-
ter plant operations. Requires Class “B” Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator’s Certificate and a Class 
“C” or higher Water Treatment Plant Operator’s Certificate. On-call duty 24 hours and able to respond 
to the base/scene for a call-out within twenty-five (25) minutes of initial contact. Salary range - 
$25.04 - $40.06/hr. Drug-Free Workplace.  Applications available at www.greencovesprings.com.  
Employment Applications for this position must be received by close of business 2/3/17 (see below). 

Engineering Technician—Full-time position.  Technical engineering and computer 
assisted drafting (CAD) and geographical information system (GIS) work in the design and construc-
tion of capital projects and maintenance of infrastructure of the streets, storm, water, electric and 
sewer systems of the City.  Starting salary - $18.68/hr. Drug-Free Workplace.  Applications available 
at www.greencovesprings.com.  Employment Applications for this position must be received by 
close of business 2/3/17 (see below). 

Lifeguards – Seasonal position. Responsible, seasonal work in providing rescue and lifesaving 
services at the City of Green Cove Springs Swimming Pool. Possession of lifeguard training and 
advanced lifesaving certificates required, and must be CPR/AED certified. Starting salary - $8.50/hr. 
Drug-Free Workplace.  Applications available at www.greencovesprings.com.  Employment Applica-
tions will be accepted until postitions are filled.  (see below). 

Refuse Driver – Full-time position with experience in driving a refuse collection truck, and 
knowledge of commercial refuse collection and disposal programs. Requires Class “B” CDL. Starting 
salary - $12.65/hr. Drug-Free Workplace. Applications available at www.greencovesprings.com.  
Employment Applications for this position must be received by close of business 2/13/17 (see 
below). 

Submit the City of Green Cove Springs Employment Application for any of the above 
positions as instructed to: City of Green Cove Springs, 321 Walnut St., Green Cove Springs, 
FL 32043, Mon. – Thurs., 7:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. or email the completed application to 
jobs@greencovesprings.com – No faxes please.  Phone – 904-297-7500, Ext. 3313.             
Excellent benefits, including FL State Retirement.  EOE, Veterans’ Preference organization.

FIND OUT ABOUT THE

POWER
OF ADVERTISING

3513 US Highway 17
Fleming Island, FL 32003

579.2154
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Time to see 
the doctor?

Dr. Pinder’s new office in Oakleaf makes it easy for you!
• Same day or next day appointments for urgent needs 
• Online appointment request – tell us preferred dates 
• Care for the whole family in one location
• Sick care, preventive care, school/sports physicals

© Baptist Health 2017

Todd Pinder, MD 
Family Physician

Baptist Primary Care – Family Medicine 

Argyle Forest Boulevard at Oakleaf Village Parkway 

8355 Merchants Gate Drive

Monday – Friday, 8 am – 5 pm

baptistjax.com/pinder-appointment  

904.771.2900
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