
By Alex Wilson
School News

ORANGE PARK – Deep in space, in an alien 
cantina, Callahan’s Cadets stumbled upon 
a treasure map which could lead them to 
the fabled “Aurora’s Tears,” a mysterious elixir 
which can transform any droid or robot into 
a human being. 

The Cadets are a diverse crew, with mem-
bers hailing from a variety of planets. One ca-
det sported a rainbow unicorn horn on her 
forehead, while another’s purple skin proved 
her alien origins. The bartender seemed to be 
the only human around.

“You can call me Solo, mostly because I 
work this place alone,” said the bartender. 

In reality, the cantina was actually a music 
room at St. Johns Country Day School, and 
the cadets were just sixth grade students. Yet 
for a moment, reality was suspended, and the 
crowd of on looking parents were transport-
ed to a galaxy far, far away. 

On Feb. 18, two teams from Orange Park 
Elementary took time out of their Saturday to 
represent Clay County in the 2018 Odyssey of 
the Mind Manatee Regional Tournament. A 
creative problem-solving competition, Odys-
sey of the Mind pits the wits of students of all 
ages against each other in an eff ort to foster 
innovation and teamwork. 

The fi rst team competed in a mocku-
mentary category that focused on classic lit-
erature. The team chose “Charlotte’s Web,” 
told from the perspective of the other farm 
animals. The second team participated in the 
“A Stellar Hangout” category, which focused 
on a sci-fi  themed skit. 

“It’s about team-building, but also about 
exploring yourself,” said Piper Coleman, from 
the mockumentary team. “You can be weird, 
without being weird.” 

Beyond their chosen categories, each 
team also had to tackle a “spontaneous” 
problem. Only the team and the judges are 

allowed in the room during the problem, 
and no hint as to the subject is given be-
forehand. Both the spontaneous and chosen 
categories are scored on a variety of compo-
nents, primarily focusing on creativity and 

Students take on Odyssey of the Mind regionals

One team performs their skit for the “A Stellar Hangout” category. 

SEE ODYSSEY, 10
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GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Clay County District 
Schools announced the release of the 2017-
2018 Instructional Culture Insight Survey re-
sults this month. The District made signifi cant 
improvements in all domains measured in 
the survey.

The survey, which gathers teacher feed-
back on critical aspects of school culture, 
was conducted over the month of January 
throughout the District. The intent of the 
survey is to measure a strong instructional 
culture, rigor and respect within schools, 
along with instructional leadership practices. 
Teachers answer questions on many aspects 
of their school’s learning environment, such 
as professional development, student growth 
measures, instructional planning, evaluation, 
workload, career progression, peer culture, 
retention, hiring process, and observation/
feedback.

Clay County District Schools outpaced 
the national average growth in 10 of the 13 
domains. Areas including Instructional Plan-

ning, Observation and Feedback, Profession-
al Development, Peer Culture, Leadership, 
Academic Expectations, Compensation, and 
Family & Community Engagement garnered 
these improvements (Table 1).

While each school’s data is unique, the 
district will continue to look at the data across 
all schools as a whole to identify trends and 

Clay County Schools releases 
instructional culture survey results

Table 1: 
Clay 

Winter Insight Category Increases 
16-17

Clay 
Winter 
17-18

Annual Growth 

8.0 8.5 +0.5Instructional Culture Index Score 
9.1 9.4 +0.3Schools Meeting Top Quintile Criteria for Clay 
8.1 8.2 +0.1Overall Satisfaction with the Learning Environment 
7.9 8.2 +0.3Overall Satisfaction with Instructional Planning/Student Growth 
7.3 7.8 +0.5Overall Satisfaction with Observation and Feedback 
7.5 7.9 +0.4Overall Satisfaction with Professional Development 
7.6 7.8 +0.2Overall Satisfaction with Evaluation 
7.8 8.3 +0.5Overall Satisfaction with Peer Culture 
8.2 8.5 +0.3Overall Satisfaction with Leadership 
8.0 8.4 +0.4Overall Satisfaction with Academic Expectations 
6.4 6.6 +0.2Overall Satisfaction with Career Progression 
4.5 4.8 +0.3Overall Satisfaction with Compensation 
8.2 8.6 +0.4Overall Satisfaction Family & Community Engagement 

Note: The New Teacher Project (TNTP) recognizes a one-year’s growth on the Instructional 
Culture Insight Survey is equivalent to +0.25 on each domain measured. 
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patterns where continuous improvement and refine-
ments can be made. Additionally, the district will iden-
tify best practices that have been implemented at the 
Top Quartile Schools with the commitment to share 
and duplicate.

“Over the last 15 months, I have focused on building 
the capacity of school-based leaders in the areas of ob-
servation and feedback, along with creating a peer cul-
ture that establishes consistent expectations through 
professional dialogue. The results of this survey show 
that our leaders are focusing not only on instruction, 
but cultivating a climate where everyone can succeed. 
The honest feedback and rich data sets are valuable 
tools for school leaders as they continue to strengthen 
the instructional culture in their schools,” said Superin-
tendent Addison Davis.

This data will be used to plan how to address areas 
of greatest need in Clay County schools, according to 
areas of strength and opportunity revealed by the re-
port. It will also be used to execute these action plans, 
drawing support from examples of best practices lo-
cally, district resources, and the Teacher Talent Toolbox 
provided by TNTP, the organization that makes the sur-
vey available to school districts. The district has identi-
fied four specific goals to work toward using this data. 
The goals are to prepare all students to become college, 
career and life-ready; ensure excellent instruction in all 
classrooms; develop great educators and leaders; and 
build positive, learning-focused school communities.

Table 2: 
School Instructional Culture Index 

9.9 Argyle Elementary 
9.9 Orange Park Elementary 
9.7 Paterson Elementary 
9.6 Fleming Island Elementary 
9.5 Shadowlawn Elementary 
9.5 Keystone Heights Elementary 
9.2 Lake Asbury Elementary 
9.1 W E Cherry Elementary 
9.0 Clay Virtual Academy 
9.0 Montclair Elementary 

School 2017-18 Index Score Instructional Culture Index 
Annual Growth 

Clay County District Schools that demonstrated the greatest growth from 2016-17 to 2017-18 are as follows: 

9.9 +3.3Argyle Elementary 

7.9 +1.8Keystone Heights Jr Sr High 

8.7 +1.5S Bryan Jennings Elementary 

8.9 +1.4Ridgeview Elementary 

9.9 +1.4Orange Park Elementary 

7.9 +1.3Lakeside Junior High 

9.6 +1.3Fleming Island Elementary 

8.6 +1.2Grove Park Elementary 

9.0 +1.1Montclair Elementary 

8.0 Ridgeview High +1.1
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Cougars place 10th, advance to finals
ORLANDO – The Green Cove Springs Junior High cheerleaders made history Feb. 10-11 as they placed No. 10 in the Large Junior High Division at the UCA National Cheerleading Champion-
ship held at the ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex in Orlando. After receiving a qualifying bid at the Regional competition in Tampa, the Cougars cheerleaders worked hard to prepare for 
Nationals. This is the first team in GCJH history that made it to finals at the National Championship. This competition marked the end of an extremely successful season for our Cougar cheer-
leaders. Pictured in the back row from left are Angel Olsen, Ashlee Taylor, Lauren Thompson, Megan Binderim, Taylor Peck, Ella Boyd and Tori Sassaman. In the middle row from left are Avery 
Guidi, Madison Gantea, De'Asia Watson, Baylee Jennings, Rachel Veniskey, Bella Mincey, Chloe Luper and Regan Smith. In front from left are Kennedy Davis, Liv Shipley, Jillian Labelle, Kylie 
Woods, Angie Arnold, Gracie Hartzog, Sierra Friedman and Kylie Bernard.
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GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The Clay County 
School Board approved its comprehensive 
plan for Controlled Open Enrollment for 2018. 
The policy allows students across the district 
and in other Florida counties to apply for a 
seat in Clay County Schools with capacity for 
additional students in 2018-2019 and subse-
quent school years.

In accordance with Florida Statute 
1002.31, parents and legal guardians in the 
State of Florida are allowed to transfer their 
students to any school that has available ca-
pacity provided that the student is not sub-
ject to current expulsion or suspension.

Open enrollment is designed to give pa-
rental choice when families decide how and 
where they want their students to be edu-
cated. Open enrollment is being offered as 
another opportunity for school choice and 
will complement the district’s already existing 
variety of special pupil requests. Parents or le-
gal guardians who elect to transfer students 
through the open enrollment process will be 
responsible for providing transportation for 

their students.
The Clay County School Board has estab-

lished a capacity threshold of 85 percent. This 
means that any school with less than 85 per-
cent enrollment will be open and eligible for 
open enrollment.

Families wishing to participate in open 
enrollment must submit a completed online 
application by March 9, available on the dis-
trict’s website at oneclay.net. Printed copies of 
the application are also available at the school 
district’s offices in Green Cove Springs. Print-
ed applications submitted via U.S. Mail must 
be received by March 9 for consideration. 
One application is required for each school 
for which the student requests consideration.

Pursuant to open enrollment, if there 
are more applicants than seats available at a 
specific school, a lottery shall be conducted 
to determine which students are granted ad-
mission. Students in the following categories 
will receive priority consideration in a lottery 
selection process:

• Dependent children of active duty mili-

tary personnel whose move resulted from 
military orders;

• Children who have been relocated due 
to foster care placement in a different school 
zone;

• Children who move due to a court-or-
dered change in custody due to separation 
or divorce, or the serious illness or death of a 
custodial parent; and

• Students residing in the district.
Any school with capacity under 85 per-

cent will be part of the open enrollment lot-
tery. Students who qualify for one of the prior-
ity categories listed above will be drawn first, 
followed by any students who reside outside 
of Clay County. A waitlist will be maintained 
through the fifth day of the school year. A 
copy of the board approved controlled open 
enrollment policy is available on oneclay.net, 
along with the 2018-2019 implementation 
plan and a list of frequently asked questions 
surrounding the law and Clay County’s plan.

Clay County School Board approves plan for controlled open enrollment
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This aerial shot shows how impassable the County Road 218 and Blanding Boulevard intersection was after fl ooding from Black Creek due to torrential rain from Hurricane Irma and a nor'easter.
By Eric CraveyManaging Editor

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Offi cials with 
Clay County Animal Care and Control are 
assessing the damage to the local ani-
mal community in the wake of Hurricane 

Irma making its way through the area.
Animal Control Director Christina 

Sutherin said one unfortunate aspect of 
Hurricane Irma that offi cials are learning 
is that numerous Clay County residents 

Animal shelter assessing damage

SEE DAMAGE, 22

Riding out Hurricane IrmaBy Jesse HollettStaff Writer

ORANGE PARK — Some brought air mat-
tresses and thick fl eece blankets to lay 

their laptops on so they could tune out the 
sounds of chatter in the shelter. Others evacuated quickly, bringing with 

them cigarettes, thermoses and instant SEE SHELTER, 16

Tracking Irmapage 8
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Foundation accepting 
scholarship applications
FLEMING ISLAND – The Clay County Chamber 
Foundation Scholarship Program is seeking stu-
dents who need money for college.

Each year, the Chamber Foundation awards 
scholarships to high school seniors to support 
their pursuit of post-secondary education that 
will develop and enhance skills and knowledge 
in their chosen fields. All high school seniors in 
Clay County are encouraged to apply, regardless 
of academic merit or financial need status.

All high school seniors are encouraged to 
apply as the scholarship committee will con-
sider all eligible students, and will base award 
decisions on the entire application, not just test 
scores, GPA, financial circumstances. All appli-
cants must apply online at claychamber.com/
foundation.  

The deadline to apply is March 15. For more 
information, contact Kellie Collins at kcollins@
claychamber.com.

Music school welcomes 
new teachers
ORANGE PARK – Orange Park School of Music 
recently expanded by adding two new music 
educators.

Elijah Stevens, described as a virtuoso pia-
nist, is taking new piano students of all ages and 
Chris Kellam, frontman for rock group Blistur, is 
accepting new guitar and vocal performance 

students.
Stevens, win-

ner of the 2017 
James A. Hefner 
Historically Black 
College and 
University Piano 
C o m p e t i t i o n , 
specializes in the 
classical genre 
but grew up play-
ing piano in his 
church in the Ba-
hamas. 

Honored as 
the “World Pre-
miere Grady-
Rayam Principal 
Accompanist” of 
the Negro Spiri-
tual Scholarship, 
Stevens has a 
bachelor of arts 
in music from 
Bethune-Cook-
man University.

Stevens will 
offer song writing, piano improvisation, vocal 
development, ear training and musicianship in 
his teaching at OPSM.

Kellam, who studied at Douglas Anderson 
School of the Arts, has over 30 years of onstage 
experience as a full-time musician, vocalist and 
performer.

While Kellam specializes in rock, blues and 
metal, he excels at teaching aspiring vocalists 
how to stay in pitch using their voice correctly 
to avoid damage and helping the vocal cords 
when stressed.

Having produced more than 15 albums 
since 1998, Kellam will be offering in-house re-
cording at OPSM.

2018 Clay County Cruzers 
Scholarships Available
ORANGE PARK – Clay County students who are 
graduating this year are eligible and encour-
aged to apply for a $1,500 Scholarship from the 
Clay County Cruzers.

Applicants must be graduating from the 
Clay County School System. Students are eligi-
ble if they are going to attend any post-second-
ary program of study including colleges, univer-
sities or vocational or technical schools. 

Applicants are requested to write an essay of 
approximately 150 words and complete a short 
application form. Scholarship applications must 

Elijah Stevens

Chris Kellam
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be received by Clay County Cruzers on or before 
the application deadline of March 31.

The scholarship documents will be pro-
vided to each high school guidance office. 
The instructions and application form pro-
vide all relevant information a student needs 
to apply. These forms are also available on the 
Clay County Cruzers website at www.clay-
countycruzers.com.

Selected candidates will be asked to attend 
a Clay County Cruzer meeting to introduce 
themselves and describe their plans. 

Applications and essays should be mailed 
to Clay County Cruzers, P.O. Box 65010-9998, Or-
ange Park, FL 32065-9998. Each applicant will be 
notified once their application is received and 
winners will be announced in April.

Young Artists Music Competition 
applications being accepted

ORANGE PARK – Students with an ear for 
music are invited to participate in the Concert 
on the Green Young Artists Music Competition 
for the chance at a $1,000 scholarship. Winners 
will also perform as a soloist with the Jackson-
ville Symphony during the annual Memorial Day 
weekend festival event on May 27 on the cam-
pus of St. Johns Country Day School.

The competition is for students in grades 
6-12 who reside in or attend a school in Clay 
County. The application deadline is April 14.

Vocalists and instrumentalists are eligible for 
the competition. And new this year, Concert on 
the Green is hosting the inaugural Outstanding 
Jazz Musician Award. The first round of the com-
petition will take place on April 21. Concerto 
Competition contestant finalists will perform in 
front of a live audience on April 23 for the final 
judging. All winners, including the Jazz Compe-
tition winner, will be announced on April 23. All 
finalists will receive an award or a scholarship.

The contest grand prizes are $1,000 scholar-
ships which may be awarded to the first place 
vocalist, first place instrumentalist and first place 
jazz musician.

The Concerto Competition scholarships are 
named after Howard Tappan, a chorus teacher 
for 30 years, and one of the founders of Concert 
on the Green, who was a Minister of Music at 
Penney Farms Retirement Center.

The new Jazz Competition scholarship is 
named after Dr. Bill Prince, Professor Emeri-
tus of the School of Music at the University of 
North Florida. Prince is an internationally known 
jazz educator, composer and performer. These 
scholarships are supported by Penney Farms 
Memorial Church Commemorative Fund and 
Oxley-Heard Inc.

A 31-year tradition in Clay County, Concert on 
the Green has awarded over $350,000 in scholar-
ships to Clay County students and county schools 
since its inception. For more information and to ap-
ply, go to concertonthegreen.com.

Youth Institute seeks 
high school applicants for 
science camp

GAINESVILLE – Florida high school students 
have the opportunity to experience college life at 
the University of Florida while learning how the 
agricultural, natural and life sciences impact their 
families and communities around the world. 

Rising high school juniors and seniors can now 
apply for the Florida Youth Institute, a week-long 
summer program sponsored by the UF/IFAS Col-
lege of Agricultural and Life Sciences, the Florida 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
and The World Food Prize Foundation. 

“The most impactful parts of FYI for me 
were the talks that we had with professionals 
in science fields,” said previous participant and 
current UF animal sciences freshman Cole Her-
som. “Through FYI, you get to learn more about 
the jobs and importance of these professionals’ 
work. It’s great for seeing what fields of study in 

the sciences pique your interests.”
FYI participants will take part in hands-on 

activities and demonstrations, indoor and out-
door laboratories and campus facilities, examine 
issues in agriculture, life sciences and natural 
resources and reflect on worldwide challenges 
such as food security.

Applications to FYI can be found on the UF 
Center for Precollegiate Education and Training 
website and are due Feb. 28. Cost of attendance 
to the program is $350 per participant. Appli-
cants will have the opportunity to select one of 
the two camp weeks, July 15-20 or July 22-27.
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STATE TITLE

ate 
Lady Knights stachamps –SPORTS

By Kenneth Detwyler Jr.Correspondent 
GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The state attor-
ney’s office is gearing up for a first-of-its-
kind murder trial. Tuesday, Sheriff Darryl Daniels an-

nounced the arrest of Trumaine Devone 
Muller, 32, of Jacksonville. He is charged 
with murder in the death of a local college 
student. 

Ariel Jade Brundige, 18, died of a drug 

overdose on Novem-ber 10, 2016 in an apartment on the 1400 block of Ber-rier Street in Orange Park. Toxicology re-ports revealed that she had a lethal dose of fentanyl-laced heroin in her sys-tem. According to 

the CCSO, Brundige purchased the drugs
from Muller. The investigation into Muller’s 
involvement is the result of a joint effort 
between detectives of the CCSO Robbery/
Homicide and Narcotics divisions. Muller has an extensive criminal histo-

ry, including a February arrest on charges 
of cocaine possession, heroin possession, 
trafficking hydrocodone and possession of 
a firearm by a convicted felon – all found 
in an apartment in the 400 block Bentwood 

C
d

Fatal drug overdose becomes hom

Trumaine Muller

By Eric CraveyManaging Editor
GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Since he took office in November, 

Clay County School Superintendent Addison Davis has been 

an evangelist for improving teaching 
and learning and climate and culture 
within the Clay County School Dis-
trict.

In January, Davis outlined a 100-
day transition plan, met with commu-
nity leaders, teachers, administra-
tors and has conducted climate and 
culture surveys within the district. 
Next week, Davis plans to unveil the 
culmination of the research he gath-
ered in those meetings by releasing a 
200-page analysis of the district that 
also paints a vision for the future. In the meantime, he and 

New tools aim to improve teaching and learning

Addison Davis

SEE TOOLS, 3

Sen. Rob Bradley(R-Fleming Island) speaks to an audience of NFIB members and small bu

afternoon at the Fleming Island Town Hall Events Center in an event organized by the Flor

Independent Business. Also speaking were Representatives Jay Fant(R-Jacksonville) and Ja

"This year's legislative session ended with what we consider a mixed bag of results," said Bi

director.  Lawmakers discussed Worker's Compensation and reducing the impact of litigatio

while being thanked for cuts to rental taxes.The budget is currently waiting on the approva

could approve, change, or veto the budget.  It has been rumored that a special session is alr

expectation that Scott will veto the budget in protest of a bill that would defund Enterprise 

Lawmaker meet business owners 
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GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The Clay County 
School District recently named its “2018 Clay 
All-County Coaches Teams” for competitive 
cheerleading. 

These outstanding young people work 
most of the year on their talents and recently 
competed in the state cheer competitions. 
Team coaches met to discuss the selection 
criteria and then made some tough decisions 
– selecting the honorees.

Six of the seven high schools in Clay Coun-
ty have competitive cheer programs. Sixteen 
members were selected to the “1st Team” and 
the same number for the “2nd Team.” The ath-
letes have been notified of their selection and 
all “1st Team” honorees are invited to the in-
augural “Clay All-County Coaches Teams” ban-
quet on May 10 at Oakleaf High School.

Middleburg High School’s selections for 
the “1st-Team” were Blossom Machado, Tan-
ner Nobles, and Jessica Hurlock. Machado 
and Nobles are seniors, while Hurlock is a 
junior selection. All three students expressed 
excitement and pride in being selected for 
this honor. Machados’ highlight of the year 
was attending the cheer camp at Florida 

State University where she made some life-
long memories. She plans on going to the 
University of Central Florida and obtaining 
a degree in aviation engineering. Her future 
plans are to become a pilot.

“An amazing person. She is not only an 
amazing cheerleader, but a great friend to ev-
eryone. I know that her future is very bright. 
She was chosen as captain because she 
knows how to lead the team,” is how Coach 
Rhiannon Weiskopf described Machado.

Fellow senior Tanner Nobles hopes to play 
football at the next level and to major in radi-
ology. While his favorite subject in school is 
government, he has time to play on the foot-
ball and weightlifting teams. His favorite part 
of the season was going to nationals where 
the competition level was very high.

“"Tanner came out this year after going to 
a couple of stunt clinics. He fit right into the 
role. He is a great asset to our team and has 
such a positive outlook on life,” Weiskopf said.

His favorite athlete is Tim Tebow.
Hurlock, the junior selection, plays flag 

football and wants to lead the squad to the 
state championship title in her senior year. 

She will have a good opportunity to fulfill this 
dream as Weiskopf describes her as, “a phe-
nomenal athlete who excels in the classroom 
as well as on the cheerleading team. She is 
one of the best flyers I have ever coached and 
she is always up to the challenge.”

Representing Ridgeview High are three 
seniors who have experience on the team. 
Adrianna Miranda, Sade Tate and Joshua 
Kuseck all bring leadership and experience 
to the Ridgeview campus. All three state that 
their fondest memory of the year was “com-
peting at UCA Nationals.” As the Middleburg 
honorees stated, competing against the best 
is always a challenge, but is worth all of the 
hours of practice.

Like Nobles, Kuseck played football and 
lifted at the school. His favorite class during 
the day is American history. Along with ex-
celling in the classroom, Kuseck plans on at-
tending the University of South Florida upon 
graduating.

“Josh is a wonderful young man. He is ev-
erything a coach looks for in an athlete - dedi-
cation, positive attitude, self-motivated, and 
driven to be successful. He will accomplish 

much in his life,” said Daniel Richardson head 
coach of the Panthers’ competition cheer 
team.

Tate plans on attend the University of 
Central Florida and enjoys participating on 
the RHS track and field team. Her position 
on the cheer squad was as a flyer. “Sade is a 
wonderful flyer. She is able to master any fly-
ing skill she attempts and does so effortlessly. 
It has been a privilege to coach her for four 
years,” Richardson said. Tate’s favorite hobbies 
are writing and baking and she enjoys her 
English literature courses.

Rounding out the RHS trio is Miranda. 
Having a sister (Nydia) who cheers for the all-
girl team for the University of Alabama has 
been an inspiration for her. Maintaining that 
level of performance motivates Miranda each 
day.

“Adrianna is one of the most well-round-
ed and talented cheerleaders I have ever 
coached. She can fly, base, and tumble. What 
a pleasure to have coached her for four years,” 
Richardson said.  Miranda plans to study en-
gineering at the University of Alabama next 
year.

All-County Coaches Cheerleading Teams named
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Oakleaf High had two members of their 
squad on the “Coaches” team. R’Riana Moore, 
a freshman, and Li’Fenity Dismuke, a senior, 
displayed their talents for Coach Lauryn Phil-
pot. “R’Riana was pulled up from the Junior 
Varsity and quickly became an asset to the 
team. her knowledge of cheer and her posi-
tive attitude were vital to the team's success 
this season,” said Philpot. Moore’s highlights of 
the year were being pulled up to the varsity 
and earning all “A’s” for the first semester. She 
hopes to become an anesthesiologist and at-
tend Florida State University. Her other sports 
are gymnastics and track and her favorite 
class is biology.

Oakleaf senior Li’Fenity Dismuke wants 
to attend UCF and major in criminology and 
then attend law school.

“She has knowledge of cheerleading that 
most people her age don't possess. Li’Fenity 
used her knowledge to push her teammates 
in order to help better their performances 
and, therefore, help the team,” coach Moore 
said.

Dismuke also participates in track and 
field and enjoys her literature classes. Her 
highlight of the year was “becoming all out 
champs.”

Shannah Alwran, Samantha Migliore, and 
Daniel Moreland represent Clay High School 
on the “1st Team.” Moreland is the only senior 
among the three.

“He is a mature young man who excels 
in academics and athletics,” coach Lori Davis 
said. “He has improved greatly from last year 

and is ready to move on to the collegiate 
level.”

Moreland’s highlight of the year was win-
ning the state competition. He plays football 
and plans on attending USF and to make the 
cheerleading team.

Migliore, a freshman, participated in track 
and enjoys science. Similar to Moreland, Mi-
gliore said that winning state was the mem-
ory she will take with her for the 2017-18 sea-
son.

“One of the hardest working, respectful, 
and dedicated athletes I have had. She is defi-
nitely a future leader,” Davis said. Quite a com-
pliment for just a freshman.

Alwran, a junior, believes her gymnastics 
and dance background has helped her cheer-
ing skills. When not cheering, she enjoys hik-
ing and swimming and her favorite class is 
American history. “Her skill level in tumbling 
and coed stunting is top level. She has been 
a consistent asset to our team,” Davis said. 
Alwran wants to attend UCF and make the 
cheer squad.

Orange Park High had two athletes on the 
“1st Team – seniors Carrington Robinson and 
Jacquoia McCray.

McCray also plays flag football and is on 
the weightlifting team. Like McCray, Robin-
son was on the weightlifting team and is re-
ceiving a college scholarship for her skills on 
the softball field.

“Carrington is a teammate and competi-
tor to her core. She does an excellent job in 
her commitments to all of her activities. My 

only regret is that she was not able to spend 
more seasons with us,” said Coach Tyler Sason. 
Robinson, like Moore, wants to become an 
anesthesiologist.

Sason is also very complimentary of Mc-
Cray. “Jacquoia is a great cheerleader who can 
always be counted on. She is a leader on the 
competition floor and in the classroom and 
has been a joy to have on the team.” Her fu-
ture plans are to go to college and become a 
lawyer. She should have no problem meeting 
this goal as she has been accepted by several 
colleges.

Rounding out the “1st Team” are a senior 
and two juniors from Fleming Island High. 
Lucy Jackson’s highlight of the year was her 
team winning the FHSAA Regionals. Gradu-
ating in 2018, Jackson will spend a year on 
a mission trip and then attend UNF to study 
physical therapy. Coach Janae O’Dell de-

scribed Jackson as “a dedicated athlete for all 
4 years of her career. She has shown leader-
ship not only on the team, but in her com-
munity. She is a model citizen.” Singing is 
Jackson’s favorite hobby and American Sign 
Language is her favorite class.

Junior Makayla Grace says that “the feeling 
after hitting a solid routine for the first time” is 
her highlight for the year.

“Makayla has been a varsity cheerleader 
for 3 years. She is a motivated and dedicated 
athlete to her team. A great leader within her 
class and always represents the school with 
the utmost respect,” said O’Dell. When she 
graduates, Grace wants to attend UCF.

Fellow junior Kyle Nimitz hasn’t decided 
on his future aspirations, but has narrowed 
the decision to either a lawyer or surgeon. 
Whichever career he chooses, he has dem-
onstrated outstanding determination and 
leadership.

“His determination pushes him to perfect 
his skill and to help others achieve. Kyle is a 
driven student and athlete,” said coach O’Dell. 

Nimitz participated in weightlifting and 
his favorite class was AP Calculus. Look for 
even bigger things to come from Nimitz in 
his senior year.

Front row, from left, Makayla Grace, Lucy Jackson, Carrington Robinson, Jacquoia McCray, Li'Fenity Dismuke and R'Riana Moore. Back row, from left, Joshua 
Kuseck, Sade Tate, Adrianna Miranda, Daniel Moreland, Shannah Alwran, Samantha Migliore, Blossom Machado, Jessica Hurlock, Tanner Nobles and Kyle Nimitz.

Here are the “2nd 
Team” honorees:

Kalei Cocco and Breanna Slate, both 
from OPHS; Jalen Turner and Caylin 
Bowles, both of OHS; Morgan Taylor, 
Emma Kelley and Jacolbi Sampson, all 
from RHS; Madison Renckert, Morgan 
Green and Lance Allen, all of MHS; Jus-
tin Merring, Nadyia Jones and Kather-
ine McKenzie, all from CHS; and Court-
ney Googe, Ashley Byrd and Chase 
Russo, all of FIHS.
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Students from Orange Park Elementary School pose for the camera as they prepared for this year's Odyssey of the Mind competition held at St. 
Johns Country Day School.

problem-solving capacities. 
The mockumentary team of Orange Park 

Elementary students Sarah Younger, Sarah 
Koutz, Piper Coleman, Harper Herring, Em-
ery Thomas and Bess Reddick. The sci-fi team 
consisted of Bella Feliciano, Caitlin Hinton, 
Salina Bui, Gabi Dowd, Aubri Martin, Jaevin 
Sturges and William Hague. The teams were 
coached by Anna Younger and Tracy Hinton. 

“I’m as proud as a peacock,” said Dale Hin-
ton, grandfather of Caitlin Hinton. “This gives 
them such a great opportunity to express 
themselves.”

Ultimately, the mockumentary team 
scored fourth in the region for their age 
group, while the sci-fi team scored second in 
the region for their age group. Neither team 
scored high enough to move on to the state 
competition, but that didn’t stop the stu-
dents from having and learning something 
at the same time. Before she even knew the 
results, Sarah Younger, who competed in the 
mockumentary category, emphasized that 
sentiment.  

“You don’t succeed until you fail at least 
once,” Younger said.

Odyssey
from page 1

  DEADLINE:
All materials must be postmarked by March 23, 2018 
Addressed to:
CCEA Scholarship Program
Attn:  James Howell

3798 Old Jennings Road
Middleburg, FL 32068

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA:
•  Graduating high school senior must attend

School in Clay County
•  Parent/ Guardian of applicant must be a CCEA Mem-

ber in good standing
•  Applicant should have a minimum weighted 3.0 GPA

HOW TO APPLY:
http://www.clayeducation.org

and
at any Clay District High School’s 

Guidance Offi ce

APPLY NOW!

$1,000 UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP
2017 - 2018

Awarded by: Clay County Education Association



March 2018 • Clay County School News • 11

By Mike Zima
School News

GAINESVILLE – Clay won the Class 1A Large 
Co-ed Division while Fleming Island and Oak-
leaf earned Class 2A runner-up trophies at the 
FHSAA State Cheerleading Championships 
Feb. 4-5 at the Exactech Arena in Gainesville. 
Six Clay County schools competed.

Clay, a runner-up in 2017, earned the top 
spot on the podium this year with a routine 
that featured dizzying tumbling passes, a 
boisterous cheer portion, difficult stunts and 
an intricately built pyramid. The near-flawless 
display earned 75.3 points from the judges, 
easily outdistancing Fort Walton Beach (70.9) 

and Eustis (63.4), the second and third place 
finishers.

“The team’s performance was full of en-
ergy and excitement,” said Clay head coach 
Lori Davis. “They did a great job throughout 
the entire routine.”

In Class 2A, Fleming Island and Oakleaf 
suffered similar fates, receiving lower scores 
than they had at the regional competition 
despite executing their routines without any 
falls. Oakleaf’s routine was the same one the 
Knights had scored a 78.55 with at the region-
al competition on January 19, except that it 
included an additional formation change 
during the dance portion. It earned a 69.9 in 
Gainesville.

“I’ve never been more proud.” said Oakleaf 
Head Coach Lauryn Philpot Philpot after-
wards, who had added the formation change 
due to judges’ feedback at the regionals. “I 
cried. And I have never cried after a routine 
before. It is the first time Oakleaf has ever 
come to State and hit our routine.” 

Lake Mary won Oakleaf’s 2A Extra Large 
Division with a score of 74.9.

Fleming Island received a 76.6 from the 
judges in the 2A Large Co-ed Division, com-
pared to the 80.25 they had scored at the re-
gional with a less difficult routine. The Golden 
Eagles’ new stunts included a “full-up to a 
handstand”—a stunt where the flyers start 
upside down and do a twist on their way up 
above the bases’ heads. 

“They were awesome,” said coach Ryan 
Andrews said of the Eagles. “They were clean, 
energetic and they hit it.”

Andrews was philosophical about the 
scoring.

“This is a subjective sport,” he said. “All we 
can do is perform to the best of our ability—
and I think we did that—and see where they 
[the judges] put you.” 

Bartow won the division with an 82.3.
With a score of 65.3, Middleburg did not 

make it out of the semifinals of the 1A Small 
Co-ed Division, in part due to a three point 
penalty for extending their routine over the 
allotted time. 

“They put on an amazing performance, 
their best to date,” said Middleburg coach 
Rhiannon eiskopf, whose bases also executed 
cupies. “I am so proud of them.”

Rounding out the finishes for Clay County 
schools, Orange Park finished ninth in the 
Semifinals of the 1A Small Division with a 
score of 60.2, not qualifying for the Finals, 
while Ridgeview finished fourth in the Finals 
of the 1A Small Co-ed Division with a 64.85. 

Coach Angi Brannan and her Bishop Sny-
der Cardinals brought home the school’s first 
ever state cheer championship in the Class 1A 
Large Non-Tumbling Division. The Cardinals 
qualified for the state competition with a very 
difficult routine that included high to highs 
and “one and a half ups”—a stunt in which 
the flyer turns a full circle on her way up into 
a full extension while the base him- or herself 
twists 180 degrees. 

Clay brings home State Cheer Championship

PHOTO COURTESY OF CLAY HIGH SCHOOL

Clay High School’s competitive cheerleader squad won the  Class 1A Large Co-Ed Division state 
championship in Gainesville at the FHSAA state championships held Feb. 4-5. 
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