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School News
HAPPENINGS FROM OUR CLAY COUNTY SCHOOLS

By Eric Cravey
School News

FLEMING ISLAND – Since he was sworn into 
office last November, Clay County School 
Superintendent Addison has been examining 
the school district to determine what is 
working, what needs improving and what are 
the best practices that can be shared to elevate 
the district back into Top 10 status in Florida.

One tool he used to collect feedback on 
those aspects is a nationally-recognized survey 
that district administrators, teachers and 
principals recently completed. At the March 
2 Clay County School Board meeting, Davis 
presented highlights of the Insight Survey.

According to results of the survey, 10 
schools in the district scored in the top 
25 percent of schools across the nation. 
For achieving such a high ranking, Davis 
recognized those school’s principals as 
“Champtons of Change” for the 2016-17 school 
year. He said the first aspect of being a great 
principal surrounds the role of instructional 
leadership, while another is being an 
operational expert. The survey also looked at 
How do we recruit and retain our teachers? 
How do we make sure they feel safe? How do 
we make sure they feel incentivized? How do 
we get them engaged into every facet of our 
school system?

“The Insight Survey allows us to look at 
strong cultures and that’s really what we want 
to do. We want to figure out what’s working 
and what’s not and what we can do differently,” 
Davis said.

Davis said the top schools in the district are 
not necessarily the ones perceived as the most 
affluent in the community.

“We have schools that thrive regardless of 
challenges they face every day, regardless of 
the socio-economic makeup, regardless of the 
disabilities they serve, regardless of the makeup 
of their community. This is all about leadership 
and connectivity and being involved in our 
teachers and the thinking process to support 
that every single day,” Davis said.

Davis and his cabinet are in the process of 
taking the survey results along with input he 
has received from the seven recently “Listen 
and Learn” events, as well as “Dialogues with 
Davis” – discussions and district administrator 
– and merging that information to develop a 

new strategic plan to improve the Clay County 
School District. One thing is certain, there is a 
lot of excellent teaching and learning already 
going on that simply needs to be shared 
among the district’s schools.

“We’ve got to figure out what these top 
quartile schools are doing so well and take their 
best practices and strategies and implement 
them into our bottom quartile and we’ve got 
to stop working in isolation. We have to branch 
out and go to each other’s schools and have 
conversations. We have model classroom 
teachers across this entire district. We should be 
highlighting them around [the district].”

Shown above, from left, are Davis, 
Wilkinson Elementary Principal Heather 
Teto, Keystone Heights Elementary Principal 

Melanie Sanders, Shadowlawn Elementary 
Principal Nancy Crowder, Clay High Principal 
Cary Dicks, McRae Elementary Marcus Dooley, 
Coppergate Elementary Principal Amy Dyal, 
Bannerman Learning Center Principal Mike Elia, 
Green Cove Springs Junior High Principal Jen 
Halter, W.E. Cherry Elementary Principal Angie 
Whiddon and Robert M. Paterson Elementary 
Principal John O’Brian. In the survey, each 
of these 10 schools scored higher than the 
national average of 7.8 on the Insight Survey. 
Bannerman and Shadowlawn both scored 
9.6, McRae scored 9.4, W.E. Cherry scored 9.3, 
Green Cove Springs Junior High scored 9.1, 
Paterson scored 9, Coppergate and Clay High 
both scored 8.7, and Wilkinson Elementary and 
Keystone Heights Elementary both scored 8.6. 

Davis names school district's 'Champions of Change'
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Clay County District Schools

ELEMENTARY
Argyle Elementary

Theresa Roman, Principal
(904) 573-2357

Charles E. Bennett Elementary
Shelly Lester, Principal

(904) 529-2126
Clay Hill Elementary
Adele Reed, Principal

(904) 289-7193
CopperGate Elementary

Amy Dyal, Principal
(904) 291-5598

Doctors Inlet Elementary
Thomas Gerds, Principal

(904) 213-3000
Fleming Island Elementary

Dana Archibald, Principal
(904) 278-2020

Grove Park Elementary
Scott Voytko Principal

(904) 278-2010
Keystone Heights Elementary

Melanie Sanders, Principal
(352) 473-4844

Lake Asbury Elementary
Sarah Lawson, Principal

(904) 291-5440
Lakeside Elementary
Jeff Schriver, Principal

(904) 213-2966
McRae Elementary

Marcus Dooley, Principal
(352) 473-5686

Middleburg Elementary
Becky Wilkerson, Principal

(904) 291-5485
Montclair  Elementary

Bill Miller, Principal
(904) 278-2030

Oakleaf Village Elementary
Tracey Kendrick, Principal

(904) 291-5458
Orange Park Elementary

Carole McCullough, Principal
(904) 278-2040

Plantation Oaks Elementary
Jennifer Roach, Principal

(904) 214-7478
R.M. Paterson Elementary

John O’Brian, Principal
(904) 278-2078

RideOut Elementary
Joyce Orsi, Principal

(904) 291-5430
Ridgeview Elementary

Tracy McLaughlin, Principal
(904) 213-2952

S. Bryan Jennings Elementary
Tiffany Outman, Principal

(904) 213-3021
Shadowlawn Elementary
Nancy Crowder, Principal

(904) 529-1007
Swimming Pen Creek Elementary

Rodney Ivey, Principal
(904) 278-5707

Thunderbolt Elementary
DeeDee Phillips, Principal

(904) 278-5630
Tynes Elementary

Laura Fogarty, Principal
(904) 291-5400

W.E. Cherry Elementary
Angie Whiddon, Principal

(904) 278-2050

Wilkinson  Elementary
Heather Teto, Principal

(904) 291-5420
Clay Charter Academy 
Angela Galyn, Principal

(904) 276-9515

JUNIOR HIGH
Green Cove Springs Junior High

Jen Halter, Principal
(904) 529-2140

Lake Asbury Junior High
Becky Murphy, Principal

(904) 291-5582
Lakeside Junior High

David McDonald, Principal
(904) 213-2980

Oakleaf Junior High
Anthony Williams, Principal

(904) 213-5500
Orange Park Junior High

Al De Jesus, Principal
(904) 278-2000

Wilkinson Junior High
Christina Cornwell, Principal

(904) 291-5500

HIGH SCHOOL
R.C. Bannerman Learning Center

Mike Elia, Principal
(904) 529-2100

Clay High
Cary Dicks, Principal

(904) 529-3000
Fleming Island High

Thomas Pittman, Principal
(904) 541-2100

Keystone Heights High
Angela Gentry, Principal

(352) 473-2761
Middleburg High

Rob Feltner, Principal
(904) 213-2100
Oakleaf High

Treasure Pickett, Principal
(904) 213-1900

Orange Park High
Clayton Anderson, Principal

(904) 272-8110
Ridgeview High

Debbie Segreto, Principal
(904) 213-5203

Clay Virtual Academy
Lana Racine-Haffner, Principal 

(904) 336-9875
Adult and Community Education

Shannah Kosek, Supervisor 
(904) 336-4450

Orange Park Performing Arts Academy 
(904) 269-0039

Jacqueline Ottosen 

Clay Schools to expand by one

New school will 
relieve overcrowding
By Eric Cravey
School News

FLEMING ISLAND – For the first time since 2008, 
the Clay County School Board has voted to 
build a new school.

At the board’s meeting last Thursday, 
Elementary School “Y” in the Oakleaf area was 
unanimously approved for an estimated cost 
between $20- and $25 million. The school was 
not originally planned 
to be built until 2021 
due to the slowdown 
in growth that ac-
companied the Great 
Recession, but recent 
economic growth has 
forced the district to 
speed up the process.

“The high point 
would be around $25 
million,” said Superin-
tendent Addison Davis. “I honestly believe, after 
all is said and done, we’ll probably do able to 
get it done for $22- or $23 million, but that’s us 
being very intentional about timeline, making 
sure we do our best to get the best contractor 
and the best supplies for the school in order to 
have a great opening and great launch for the 
18-19 school year.”

The board awarded the combined architec-
tural and engineering contract to the Orange 
Park firm of Bhide and Hall Architects at a cost 
of $852,800. The district will pay for the school 
using impact fees it has collected in the past 
decade, therefore, eliminating the need to 

finance it through the bond market.
Bhide and Hall – which will also oversee 

construction of the school – will use the same 
design it created about a decade ago to build 
Coppergate Elementary School. As planned, 
School Y will hold 886 students and will relieve 
overcrowding at Plantation Oaks Elementary 
and Oakleaf Village Elementary.

“If you remember last year, at this time, the 
superintendent took to the board to do some 
rezoning and, in that time, there wasn’t active 
engagement with the community and the 
rezoning wasn’t going to work,” Davis said.

The tract of land for School Y, which the 
district has owned for years, has sat idle waiting 
for the the proper threshold to materialize that 
would allow a new school to be built under 
state guidelines.

In January 2016, former Superintendent 
Charlie Van Zant Jr. proposed busing students 
from the Forest Hammock community and 
busing them past Plantation Oaks – their zoned 
school – and wedging them into the popula-
tion at Argyle Elementary. By January 29, 2016, 
Van Zant withdrew the plan after a firestorm of 
parental engagement.

“So, my thought process is, that within the 
next three-to-five years, we have 300-to-500-
to-600 houses going up. With that new devel-
opment, we’re going to have to do something 
in order to be able to house our students,” Davis 
said.

Davis said it was his strategy to openly 

Addison Davis 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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Proud Supporter 
of Clay County 
District Schools

By Kile Brewer
School News 

FLEMING ISLAND – Orange Park Junior High 
students Lana Peyton and Carissa Taylor stood 
just inside the door of the Fleming High School 
Teacher Training Center Tuesday, dressed in 
period-correct frill-trimmed dresses, follow-
ing their performance piece “Taking a Stand in 
History - The Grimke Sisters.” The duo acted the 
parts of the sisters while talking about the lives 
of the Grimkes and their role as abolitionists. 

“I feel like I’m in the 1800’s,” Peyton said as 
the girls prepared to change back into their 
normal clothing. 

This was the second trip to Clay History Day 
for the eighth grade students, but their first time 
doing a performance piece. They both agreed 
that the semester-long project was worth the 
work and preparation in the end. 

At the center of the whole event was 
Orange Park Junior High history teacher Cynthia 
Cheatwood, who has organized Clay History 
Day since the event’s inception in 2001. Her of-
ficial title at the event is District Coordinator of 
Florida History Day, which is part of the National 
History Day program. Cheatwood buzzed from 
one room to the next, making sure everything 
stayed on schedule and went according to plan 

during the three-hour event. 
“History fair is better than science fair, and 

you can quote me on that,” Cheatwood said. 
“(History fair) doesn’t confine students to one 
method of expression. Also history fair requires 

a lot of research, which they have to both digest 
and defend.”

Cheatwood is referring to the format of the 
History Day competition, which allows students 

History 
Clay 

Day

Coppergate Elementary sixth-grader Mona Drawdy defends her website “The Clash and the Politics of 
Punk,” where Drawdy attempted to explain the historical context of punk music and the political climate 
that led to the emergence of punk music and ideology at Clay History Day.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

History Day Winners 
Historical Paper
Recognition: Madison Yonash, Thomas Paine’s 
Stand Through Common Sense

Documentaries
First place: Justin Cooler, Operation Pedro Pan: 
Saving a Generation
Second place: Chris Romero, Sinn Fein: The 
Creation of a Country
Recognition: Amia Williamson-Brown, Black 
Panther Party

Performances
Recognition: Jonathan Alcineus, Picaso and 
Cubism: A Revolution that Changed the Art World 
Recognition: Lana Peyton and Carissa Taylor, 
Taking a Stand in History: The Grimke Sisters

Exhibits
First place: Cephora Michel and Manoach Deliscar 
(senior), Sojourner Truth
Deshani Hettiarachchi (junior), Jane Goodall: 
Beyond the Forests of Tanzania

Second place: Alyssa Potter, Casey Miller, and 
Clayton Fravala (senior), Queen Liliuokalani: 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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A VIKING KNOWS NO BOUNDARIES

BE A VIKING

For more than 50 years, students who began their collegiate journey as SJR State 
Vikings have voyaged ahead in pursuit of local, national and international careers 
- from doctors and judges, to editors and artists.  No dream is too big for SJR State. 

BEGIN HERE. GO ANYWHERE.

SJRstate.edu

and publicly take the new school construction 
proposal to the board so they could look at the 
data and make an informed decision regard-
ing growth in the Oakleaf community. Under 
the county government’s Oakleaf Master Plan, 
a total of 20,000 residential units are allocated 
for the total Oakleaf buildout, which began 
in 1999. Oakleaf High was the last school Clay 
County built having begun the project in 2008. 
The school opened on August 16, 2010 and 
had a final cost of $52 million.

“I will say openly, the board has been very 
supportive in this process, they’ve done their 
homework and they’re pushing us and holding 
me accountable to have the best experiences 
for our kids. 

I think School Y is a great need and it’s the 
first of many that may come on board because 
we have Tynes Elementary, and that area, is 
going to start to expand tremendously and we 

have a parcel ready to go and that could be 
next,” Davis said.

In the meantime, Davis, who was sworn in 
this past November, has ordered district staff to 
count each portable classroom in the district 
with the goal of eliminating those that are 20 
years old or older. The goal is to lessen the use 
of portables and put more students back in 
brick and mortar rooms.

“We have 900 portables that are in Clay 
County and that’s really hurting our utiliza-
tion so we have 742 that are 20 years or older. 
A state statute came out in 2003 and said, 
‘Districts have to start working to remove and 
repurpose those portables.

“So, that’s part of the plan is to repurpose 
those portables and take them offline and 
use actual classrooms, which will increase our 
utilization. That means that other schools that 
may be underutilized, it allows us to continue 
to keep those schools functioning, but it allows 
us to go into motion to build,” Davis said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Dropout prevention program coming to Clay
By Eric Cravey
School News 

FLEMING ISLAND – Concerns over the fiscal 
logic involving a program to help lagging high 
juniors and seniors graduate on time led to just 
over a half hour of tense debate at the Feb. 2 
Clay County School Board meeting.

Orange Park High’s Teacher of the Year, 
Laura Mayberry, was the first to question the 
proposed approximately $50,000 contract with 
Camden, N.J.-based Catapult Academy. Under 
the proposal, the program would help 127 
seniors countywide who currently do not have 
enough credits to graduate.

“Juniors and seniors that are coming into 
those years at 10, 11, 12 credits – obviously, 
something that we are doing is not working for 
them and we need to try something differ-
ent,” Mayberry said. “My concern is that we are 
entering a time where we are fighting for every 

dollar and we are fighting for every student. 
“We’re trying to tell the public, ‘Bring your 

kid back from charter schools, bring your kids 
back from private schools and we could help 
you,’ but now we’re saying here’s a whole seg-
ment of our population that we can’t help so 
we’re going to outsource that to a business and 
that just concerned me.”

Mayberry shared concerns she and other 
teachers had over Catapult Academy. She said 
teachers feared the program was nothing more 
than a glorified computer lab where students 
“pushed through” different online recovery 
programs that used to be used in most of the 
high schools in Clay and at OPHS.

Mayberry, a 12-year teaching veteran, also 
questioned why the district was not asked to 
come up with a viable solution to the dropout 
problem first before going to a company for a 
solution.

“We had a grade recovery lab and a few 

years ago, we got together and said, ‘Look, 
we’re not doing these kids any kind of service 
by shoving them through Compass [Learning] 
and credit recovery,’” she said.

“It’s not fair, it’s not right. Kids would start a 
class saying ‘oh, this looks like work, I’ll just do 
grade recovery.’ So, we stopped doing that and 
started making our grade recovery more rigor-
ous and now, of course, our graduation rate has 

been hurt by that because we’re trying to hold 
these kids accountable, so I understand the 
pressure of needing to improve our graduation 
rate. I just wish that we had a chance to try and 
help those kids,” Mayberry said.

Currently, under Florida Department of 
Education requirements, students must earn 
24 credits to graduate from high school with 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 
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a traditional diploma. Clay County’s current 
graduation rate is 84.7 percent. However, 
Superintendent Addison Davis said the district 
does not have the ability to produce a program 
such as Catapult Academy, which he described 
as offering a blended approach that involves 
one-on-one time with the teacher, as well as 
computer-based education.

“We have to do what we do best, which is 
traditional education. This is going beyond pro-
viding additional wraparound services for kids. 
Not only are there 127 kids I just spoke of in 
their 11th and 12th grade years, but we have…
in the last three years, 1,075 students did not 
graduate from Clay County Schools. In the last 
five years, 2,044 students did not graduate from 
Clay County.”

But, he went a step further to tell a personal 
story. He credits Catapult Academy with saving 
his nephew’s life while he served in the Duval 
County School System.

“He had the opportunity to grow up as a 
young man. He had an opportunity to interact 
– so it’s personal for me – he was going down 
a wrong path and he had an opportunity for 
him to really create a life. Other than that, he 
would’ve still been 18 years old and in eighth 

grade. He was provided a year-and-a-half ex-
perience in one-on-one learning and teaching 
and he became a very successful and respectful 
young man,” Davis said.

Davis first brought up the Catapult proposal 
in mid-January at the new monthly school 
board workshop where he, the school board 
and staff pore over the agenda for the next 
month. Shortly after seven minutes into the dis-
cussion, Vice Chairman Carol Studdard offered 
to make a motion “so that we can have discus-
sion,” but was intercepted by board member 
Ashley Gilhousen who motioned to delay the 
item until the March meeting. Board member 
Mary Bolla seconded Gilhousen’s motion.

“I think we all have a lot of questions. I’ve 
had conversations with stakeholders and I feel 
like there’s a lot of…just a lot of questions we 
need to have answered in a more firmed-up 
plan before we make a decision on this item,” 
Gilhousen said. 

She said the main aspect making her doubt 
the proposal was no financial impact listed on 
the agenda. Davis pointed out that the financial 
aspect is going to be unclear until Catapult 
begins enrolling students.

“This is a respectful push,” Davis said. “Two 
weeks ago, I presented this, so any questions 

that may have come up or asked during our 
workshop, I know that that was the first time 
that I presented it in the workshop. I also pro-
vided backup. I believe that’s enough time for 
pleas to take, so in the future please ask me any 
questions you may have.”

He urged board members to understand 
that every day they waste, is a day that Catapult 
could be helping students stay on track to 
graduate.

He also pointed out how Catapult is not 
just for current students who are struggling. 
The program allows recent dropout to return to 
the classroom and finish their diploma. When 
that happens, Catapult earns Full Time Equiva-
lent funding per student, of which 10 percent is 
returned to district coffers. 

“That’s not only helping Clay County 
Schools, that’s helping Clay County as an ag-
gregate in a greater community,” Davis said. 
“Students will have the opportunities to apply 
for college and college scholarships, take tours, 
earn industry certifications, and can take part 
in 25 hours of internships and externships … 
to have a better opportunity to not only get a 
high school diploma, but to make a connection 

outside of the school.”
After the spirited debate, board member 

Carol Studdard made a motion to approve the 
Catapult proposal with board member Betsy 
Condon seconding her motion, which went on 
to pass 5-0.

After the vote, Davis thanked the board and 
called the debate “awesome.” He also thanked 
Gilhousen and Bolla for pushing back respect-
fully.

“I want the community to know that this 
conversation that just happened was awe-
some because what happened was you had 
two board members that had questions that 
pushed me to think differently about what I 
brought to them and it wasn’t a part about me, 
them, me you and them. It was about Addison, 
‘show people what we’re doing for kids and this 
is the board that you have to create in order to 
be successful,” Davis said.

The contract with Catapult will go into 
effect within two weeks and will expire June 
30, 2018, but it includes a clause that allows 
the district to cancel it within 90 days if it is not 
producing results.

Award-Winning Dentistry For Your Family

Michael Vanover, DDS

Call Today
904-272-2438
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LAKESIDE – On Feb. 9, Clay Today Managing 
Editor Eric Cravey spoke to Andie Anderson’s 
fifth grade writing class at Lakeside Elementary 
School about what it means to be a journalist, 
what journalism is and why journalism is 
important in a democratic society.

As part of the presentation, Cravey 
explained the fundamental elements of a good 
story and how reporters must capture the 
Who, What, Where, When and Why of a story. 
Students then conducted an interview with 
a fellow student, Ashton Behannon, whom 
he described as being a good sport. As the 
interview progressed, students found that 
Ashton has a dog named Emmy. It was at that 
point, that Cravey made a deal with students 
– whoever wrote the best stories about Emmy 
and Ashton would be published in the next 
issue of “School News.” What follows are their 
stories. 

Emmy The Dog
By Airanna Sampadian

A girl named Ashton has a dachshund 
named Emmy. Dachshund is a type of dog. 
Emmy is 7 years old but in dog years 
she is 49! Dachshunds comes in 
many colors, but Emmy comes in 
light brown. There 
are two sized 
dachshunds, 
miniature and 
regular. Emmy 
is a regular sized 
dachshund and 
has been with 
Ashton since she was 
a puppy.

Certain dogs like certain dog 
food, but Emmy loves turkey meat. She might 
like turkey meat, but she hates baths. Also, 
dogs usually bark at squirrels, but Emmy barks 
at lizards. As a regular dog would run away 
once or twice but Emmy hasn’t ran away. Some 
dogs have fears, Emmy has a fear of Ashton’s 
mom and step dad. When Emmy sees mom or 
step dad she wines, cries, and runs to Ashton’s 
room.

Now, I will talk about her health. Emmy 
sneezes a few times, but has no health 
problems, only a few fleas. There are many 
ways to get rid of fleas, but the way Emmy gets 

rid of fleas is when Ashton gives her a flea bath, 
even though she hates baths. 

Did you know dogs can do tricks? Well, 
Emmy can’t do any tricks, actuall. But Emmy 
can listen to commands. Only if Ashton calls 
her, if her brother or sister calls her then she 
doesn’t listen.

Ashton and Emmy
By Lily Divens

 
A fifth grader named Ashton Behannon is 

the owner of a wiener dog named Emmy, a 
light brown dachshund loved dearly by Ashton.

Emmy is seven years old in human years 
and 49 in dog years. Emmy loves Ashton more 
than anyone. Also, Emmy has a son named 
Winston that is half Lab and dachshund so I 
guess it’s obvious that Winston’s dad is a Lab. 
So, Winston is a little bit bigger than Emmy.

When Emmy plays, she barks and jumps 
really high and she also really likes tug of war 
and she likes to bark at lizards. She eats three 
times a day and loves turkey.

Emmy has no health problems and has 
never ran away. Emmy is spoiled; she sleeps 
with Ashton. She hates baths and when she 
gets them, she jumps out of the tub.

When Emmy is in trouble she whines and 
cries and runs to Ashton’s room. She only 
responds to Ashton. When Ashton was four, 

she got Emmy who was only a puppy, so they 
practically grew up together. And that’s the 
story of Ashton and Emmy.

Ashton and Emmy: 
Life Together
By Alexis Ebey

A young girl named Ashton 
has a dog named Emmy, a 
female Dachshund that 
is light brown. Emmy is 
7 years old but she’s 49 
in dog years. Emmy she 
was still little when Ashton 
got her.

Ashton and Emmy 
love to play together. 
Sometimes Emmy 

Jun or Reporter
Students learn how to be a reporter

gets too hyper, so she jumps up and barks. 
When she’s hyper she loves to play tug-o-war 
with Winston, her son. Winston is two years 
old but 14 years old in dog years. When they 
misbehave, they are put in their kennels.

Emmy enjoys eating dog food and turkey. 
She gets a bowl of food each day. If you leave 
human food where she can get it, she will eat 
that, too.

Emmy sleeps with Ashton. Sometimes 
she sleeps under the bed and sometimes she 
sleeps under the covers. Yet when she gets 
dirty and it’s a terrible mess. She always jumps 
out of the bath and trails water everywhere. 
There you have it, Ashton and Emmy’s life!

Emmy
By Ashton Behannon

Emmy is my dog and my best friend. Emmy 
is about two and a half feet long. She has 
almost red looking fur and she has really short 
legs. Emmy is a short, long Dachshund.

Emmy loves to relax or play tug-o-war with 
me. Most of the time she is hiding from people. 
She usually hides in my room or behind me.

Emmy loves her puppy, Winston. He is 
a mix between a Lab and a Dachshund. 
She had seven other puppies but we 
gave them new homes. Winston’s father 

was Murray Behannon. He died around 
Christmas when he was 12. Emmy likes me 

because I have had her since she was a puppy. 
She is seven now or 49 in dog years.

Emmy doesn’t like taking baths. She 
hates to get wet. I have to get in the tub with 
her because she always tries to jump out. 
Sometimes I have to lock the door because 
she will jump out. After her bath, I put on her 
penguin costume, but she puts on her sad face 
and sits there looking ashamed, but she’s not.

Then, it’s nap time!
I have a nickname for Emmy when she 

sleeps. Her nickname is doughnut because she 
curls up like a doughnut. She’s not allowed to 
sleep on the couch and Winston’s big fanny 
takes up her bed so I let her sleep in my bed. 
She tries to sleep under my legs or on top of 
me. I have this stuffed animal she plays with 
and it helps her go to sleep. My Mom thinks 
she is spoiled, but I say she’s just loved.

Emmy loves dinner time. Especially if it 
involves turkey, she loves turkey. Most of the 
time, she has to eat plain dog food. She’s a 
pig when it comes to food. She tries to shove 
Winston out of the way when she gets food. I 
feed Emmy three or four times a day but she 
wants to eat every second of the day.
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Clay teens win mock 
trial competition
By Jesse Hollett
School News 

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Members of the jury 
appeared undecided on how to rule on federal 
murder charges that hung over 17-year-old 
Beck Martin’s head initially.

State prosecutors had the burden of proof 
to convince a jury of her peers that Martin had 
killed her classmate, 17-year-old Anne Marcus. 
Marcus suffered severe head trauma while she 
was rock climbing off a steep cliff, but prosecu-
tors suspected foul play.

According to an eyewitness, the day and 
time of her death aligned with an argument 
between Martin and Marcus near the place of 
her death. Investigators found a palm-sized 
rock near her body covered in Marcus’ blood, 
according to lab tests.

The jury remained undecided until pros-
ecutors called Martin’s friend, Cody Ward, who 
had driven her to Ballena Beach – the location 
of Marcus’ death – that night.

“I drove us back to the city. On the way 
back, I turned on my car’s interior lights to look 
for something and I noticed a small spot on 
inside of Beck’s right wrist. It looked like dried 

blood,” Ward said.
The audience shifted uncomfortably in their 

seats.
Last Friday’s revelatory court case wasn’t 

a win for the court system or the prosecution 
team, however. It was a win for Clay County’s 
Teen Court Mock Trial Team in a drag-out – but 
altogether fake court trial fight between vol-
unteer teenagers from Clay, Flagler and Volusin 
counties vying to be mock trial champions.

The Clay County team won best team over-
all among other awards.

The Feb. 24 win marks the first time in six 
years the Clay County team has won best team 
at the event held at the Clay County Court-
house in Green Cove Springs.

“This year we pretty much swept the 
awards,” said Debbie Mueller, Teen Court coordi-
nator. “It was a big deal for us to win.”

Mock trials keep the student prosecutors 
and defense attorneys interested in the pro-
gram as well as offer a chance to grow and just 
to have healthy competition.

During all mock trials, participants present 
their cases in courtrooms before actual judges 
with attorneys and others from the legal sys-
tem. The prosecution, defense and witnesses 
are scored on how well they perform through 
their acting skills, grasp of the legal system and 
overall case made for their client. 

Teams represent the prosecution and 
defense arguments over the course of the 
competition. This forces the participants to 
prepare cases and familiarize themselves with 
the subject matter in a similar method to a real 
attorney case.

“It teaches them all kinds of awesome skills 
like public speaking, teamwork, leadership, 
integrity commitment – everything. The point 
isn’t to become attorneys in real life, although 
some do, the point is to teach them the skill set 
they will need for the career path they decide 
upon,” Mueller said.

Training for mock trials begin in August. The 
American Bar Association develops the case 
material annually. Teenagers filled roles from 

From left, Lead Defense Attorney Catherine Williams, stands with Debbie Mueller, teen court coordinator 
and Lead Prosecution Attorney Amber Frill. Each hold their respective awards for the day’s festivities. 

witnesses to attorneys, totaling 17 participants 
in all. However, many of the volunteers spend 
their time in the teen courts’ main purpose, as 
a kind-of truancy diversion program for young 
adults who may only have a minor brush with 
the law and the life-changing punishments 
that can come from a real court.

An actual judge finds all participants guilty, 
and all of the children who receive punish-
ment from teen court trials have been judged 
guilty in an actual court of law and then move 
to teen court to decide a fair punishment for 
their crimes. Student jurors must also decide 
an equitable punishment for the delinquent. 
The punishments usually involve a combina-
tion of community service, jury duty and peer 
counseling. “I call it the revolving door of the 
juvenile justice system, so I do believe teen 
court programs are much more beneficial,” said 
Catherine Williams, a two-year teen court attor-
ney veteran and senior at Fleming Island High. 
“I actually wrote all of my college entrance 

essays about teen court – it made that much of 
an impact on me.”

Williams served as team captain during 
this year’s mock trials and won best defense at-
torney in the event’s second round. Teen Court 
saves taxpayer dollars by diverting children 
from juvenile jail time. 

When the court holds a juvenile in deten-
tion and supervises that juvenile, which can to-
tal as much as $300 a day per juvenile housed. 
And, since Clay County does not own a juvenile 
detention center, juveniles must be transported 
to Jacksonville facilities when incarceration is 
required after an arrest – an aspect that impacts 
county budgets.

The program lacks volunteers however, 
something both Mueller and Williams remain 
aware and concerned about. A skeleton crew 
runs the program, and Williams said her hope is 
that Clay County’s recent win could help drum 
up more support for future volunteer involve-
ment in the program.

“It teaches them all kinds of awesome skills like public speaking, 

teamwork, leadership, integrity commitment – everything. The 

point isn’t to become attorneys in real life, although some do, the 

point is to teach them the skill set they will need for the career 

path they decide upon."

– Debbie Mueller, Teen Court coordinator
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FORTIS COLLEGE
700 BLANDING BLVD. SUITE 16 • ORANGE PARK, FL 32065

Financial Aid Available for those who qualify. Career Placement Assistance for All Graduates. 
Approved for Veterans Training. For consumer information, visit Fortis.edu.

If you have the spark, we have 
the programs to guide you toward 
a rewarding career.  FORTIS offers 
programs in the following areas: 

Associate Degree in Nursing

Medical Assisting • Dental Assisting

Medical Billing and Coding

Healthcare Management

Surgical Technology

Sterile Processing Technician

CALL 1.855.445.3276 
TEXT “IGNITE” TO 367847

FORTIS.EDU

IS TODAY 
THE DAY

YOU IGNITE
YOUR FUTURE?

CALL 1.855.445.3276 
TEXT “IGNITE” TO 367847

FORTIS.EDU

Orange Park High hosts clothing program for those in need 
By Jesse Hollett
School News 

ORANGE PARK – Orange Park High is using the 
latest fashions to remove yet another obstacle 
to student engagement and attendance. 

The school rolled out a new clothing closet 
Feb. 10 to fill a gap in services available to 
students and sew holes in student attendance 
rates that social workers attribute, in part, to a 
lack of clean and decent clothing. 

“We do a lot of work with kids who have 
poor school attendance and sometimes, 
frankly, that’s because they don’t have proper 
clothes to wear,” said Karla Nachtsheim, Orange 
Park Junior High social worker. “It could be 
clothes, it could lack of nutrition or it could 
be lack of school supplies. So we want to take 
away all of those barriers.”

The new clothing closet is a partnership 
with the Jacksonville-based nonprofit Dignity 
U Wear that was founded 16 years ago by 
Holocaust survivor and philanthropist Hendri 
Landwirth.

“He knew what it meant to go without 

clothing or food, so that’s where that Dignity 
came in,” said Cheryl Estevez, director of agency 
relations with Dignity U Wear. “He felt like if you 
give someone a pair of underwear or some 
clothing that they would lift their head up and 
not be ashamed.”

The foundation gets its clothing from popu-
lar manufacturers. The clothes may have simple 
defects, such as a missing stich on a logo. 

None of the clothes are hand-me-downs. 
On the contrary, they come from some of the 
most popular clothing brands around such as 
Tommy Hilfiger and Calvin Klein. 

“I have students who come in for clothes on 
a regular basis,” said Susanne Hall, Orange Park 
High social worker. “The first two students who 
came in – separately – came in and were like 
‘wow,’ and immediately went and got clothes.”

The closet is open to all students in the 
Clay County School District who have a need. 
However, the need is apparent at Orange Park 
High where 54 percent of the student body 
receives free or reduced lunch. Students qualify 
for free or reduced lunch based on their par-
ent’s income. 

The new clothing closet creates a path for 
instant fulfillment and allows social workers 
to end the previous practice in which social 
workers submitted requests for clothing after 
identifying a needy child. The old system took 
a week – sometimes two – to process the stu-
dent’s request and send out the clothes. With 
Dignity U Wear, students will have immediate 
access to the clothes they need. 

Social workers themselves will run the 
closet along with student volunteers. 

“It’s really a partnership to be proactive, to 
really help students and help them in a way 
that helps them not only be successful in our 
classrooms, but successful in our hallways and 
successful outside of our community,” said 
Addison Davis, Clay County School Superinten-
dent, who was at the Feb. 10 ribbon-cutting. 

Orange Park High opened ‘OP Outfitters’ 
nearly a decade ago to provide students with 
basic essentials such as toiletries and basic food 
items. The school expanded the program in 
October to provide a ‘one-stop-shop’ for foods 
of all kinds, not just microwavable items.

“OP Outfitters was created…for at risk 
children that need help, so, obviously, now with 
Dignity U Wear coming in, we’re not only to 
help Orange Park students, but now the entire 
county,” said Clayton Anderson, OPHS principal. 
“[It’s] a phenomenal opportunity.” 

The Dignity U Wear partnership expands 
necessary basic services to students to allow 
them to focus on their school work. Next week, 
Anderson said the new ‘Suds and Studies’ pro-
gram will kick off. In the same room as the food 
and clothing closet sit washer and dryer units. 
Students will be able to wash their clothing 
at no charge while at the same time receiving 
tutoring for their classes. 

“Education is the most important thing,” An-
derson said. “But we also know that our children 
are dealing with real life problems, so if we can 
take that away from them for about eight hours 
and they know they have food, they know they 
have clothing and school supplies, et cetera, 
then that’s a worry they don’t have to face…so 
they can focus on their education.” 
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Baptist Primary Care –  
serving families in Clay County.
Pediatrics

1  6353 Argyle Forest Blvd., Suite 4 

904.908.0200

2  2140 Smith St. 

904.269.2140

3  1747 Baptist Clay Dr., Suite 110 

904.520.6620

Family Medicine
4  8355 Merchants Gate Drive  

904.771.2900
5  769 Blanding Blvd., Unit 7  

904.458.4882 
6  440 Kingsley Ave.  

904.264.9293  
7  2349 Village Square Pkwy., Suite 110 

904.264.6404 

8  1747 Baptist Clay Dr., Suite 340 
904.264.4405  

© Baptist Health 2016
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Learn more at baptistprimarycare.net.

STEM expo gives researchers 
affirmation of their ideas
By Jesse Hollett
Staff Writer

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Although the Clay 
Rotary STEM Experimental Research Expo is a 
mouthful of a name, its mission is simple – pre-
pare children for a career in research. 

Many of the roughly 400 students who 
arrived with tri-fold poster board in hand for 
the event Monday morning at the Clay County 
Fairgrounds came with the hope of moving to 
regional and international competitions with 
their ideas. 

Nancy Watson, head of the Clay County 
School District’s science curriculum for K-12, 
said the term ‘science fair’ does not give justice 
to the excitement many of the kids bring to the 
decades-old event. 

“This was the first year it was like a pep rally 
for a sports team, so we’re really experiencing 
that academic excellence and research rigor in 
the students,” Watson said. 

More than 150 judges from different quar-
ters of the acronym STEM – Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Mathematics – judged 
student-crafted science experiments. 

Students from grades 6-12 projects exam-
ined everything from the physics of if it’s better 
to flip a bottle overhand or underhand so it 
can land on its bottom to how mealworms can 
digest plastics overtime and produce biode-
gradable waste. 

For 12-year-old Orange Park Junior High 
student Ean Deuschle, his project carried 
with it a mission. Although he didn’t know it 
when Clay Today spoke with him earlier in the 
morning, he would go on to win 3rd place in 
environmental sciences for his research on the 
effect crushed shells have on pH levels in water. 

The pH scale measures the acidity or 
alkaline content of aqueous bodies. High pH 
contents contribute to fish kills and hurt coral 
reefs, all of which are disappearing at a higher 
rate than ever in human history. 

Deuschle found that by crushing naturally 
occurring shells into powder, and releasing 
shells into the environment, reduced the acidity 
of water lower than that of his baseline sample 
and lower still than a sample that contained 
just the shells themselves. 

“[The ocean] is becoming more acidic,” he 
said. “With the acidity, for corals, it weakens 
[their] skeleton so that they can’t really main-

Ean Deuschle stands proudly in front of his STEM project, which won 3rd place in the Clay Rotary STEM 
Experimental Research Expo held Feb. 6 at the Clay County Fairgrounds.

tain it and they spend too much energy, so it 
just crumbles.”

Deuschle said there is currently an effort to 
introduce shells into water systems already, but 
that it’s an ineffective program. He said that his 
project could benefit by using discarded oyster 
and clam shells from restaurants. 

“Isn’t it amazing what they come up with?” 
Watson said, referring to Deuschle, who intends 
to pursue a career in either oceanography or 
astrophysics. He hasn’t decided. 

“We’re changing the shifting culture to 
more critical thinking problem-solving so part 
of that is to address and change the way we’re 
calling this, this is really scientific research done 
by aspiring scientists,” Watson said. 

Last year, then-Oakleaf High senior Nathan 
Martus placed fourth in the world in engineer-
ing for his design for airplane wings that ad-
opted the dimpled aerodynamic façade found 
on the surface of golf balls. 

This year, Oakleaf Junior High walked away 
with a first place trophy for the most awards of 
any school in the junior division. 

Watson said an increased pressure for rigor 
and a focus on STEM brought down from newly 
elected Superintendent Addison Davis ensures 
next year’s expo will be even more successful. 

Currently, three different high schools have 
classes solely devoted to scientific research. 

“This is an awesome experience for our 
students and an awesome experience for 
our county,” Davis said. “It’s important to the 
students, it’s important to our teachers and 
parents and it’s important to me as superin-
tendent. To see the high level these kids think 
– today they have the opportunity to demon-
strate their problem solving skills and illustrate 
and share their recommendations.” 

Watson said now, more than ever, raising 
kids in an atmosphere thick with exposure to 
STEM encourages them to go into the field 
later in life. The STEM field, burgeoning in its 
own right, offers many opportunities in North-
east Florida. 

In April 2016, companies posted roughly 
6,000 job opportunities in the field, according 
to data sets collected by the Florida Depart-
ment of Economic Opportunity. The study 
involved Clay, Baker, Duval, Nassau, Putnam and 
St. Johns Counties. 

Watson looks forward to seeing job oppor-

tunities in the STEM sector rise as time goes on. 
“We’re trying to teach kids when they have 

to support a claim or defend they’re thinking, 
they can’t support it with opinion, it has to be 

evidence based, it has to be measurable and 
observable, and that’s really the strength of sci-
ence,” Watson said.
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CLAY COUNTY CURBSIDE RECYCLING NEW GUIDELINES
(Now accepting plastics 1- 7) 

Items NOT Included in Recycling Program 
Plastic toys, plastic bags, clothes hangers, pizza boxes, motor oil containers, pool & other chemical containers, mirrors, window glass & broken 
glass, aerosol cans, electronics and  pesticide containers. 

Clay County residents are encouraged to recycle.  Recycling conserves natural resources as well as helps lower the cost of waste disposal. All 
containers should be emptied and rinsed clean.  Place all recyclable materials in bins provided (one for paper products, one for plastic, glass & cans 
etc.) Do not place anything but recyclables in bins.  Please place recycle bins curbside by 6:00 a.m. on service day.

PAPER
➠ Mail, offi  ce, and school papers 
➠ Newspapers 
➠ Magazines and catalogs 
➠ Paperback books & telephone books 
➠  Shredded paper - should be placed in 13 gallon or smaller plastic trash bags
➠  Fiberboard boxes - cereal, cracker and storage boxes 
➠ Corrugated cardboard - fl attened and cut into pieces 2’ x 3’ or smaller

CARTONS - Food and beverage cartons including: 
➠ Milk/creamer cartons 
➠ Juice boxes 
➠ Soup & broth

METAL 
➠ Beverage containers 
➠ Steel and aluminum cans
➠ Steel and aluminum food containers
➠ Baking Tins

PLASTIC (#1-#7)
➠ Plastic beverage and food containers 
➠ CD’s and CD Cases 
➠ Detergent bottles 
➠ Cleaning containers
➠ Solo Cups & Plastic Cutlery

GLASS 
➠  Glass bottles and jars: green, brown and clear

(Please place tops/lids in garbage. Labels do not need to be removed.)

ainers 

ing: 

NEW NEW

NEW
NEW

NEW

NEW
NEW

NEW

NEW

y

www.claycountygov.com 
(904) 284-6374  or  (904) 269-6374
Keystone  1-352-473-3711 x 6374

www.advanceddisposal.com 
(904) 695-0500
1-866-779-CLAY (2529)
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$1,000 UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP
2016-2017

Awarded by: CLAY COUNTY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

Deadline
All materials must be postmarked by March 15, 2017
Addressed to: CCEA Scholarship Program
 Attn: James Howell
  3798 Old Jennings Road
  Middleburg, FL 32068

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA:
•  Graduating high school senior must 

attend school in Clay County
•  Parent/Guardian of applicant must be 

a CCEA member in good standing
•  Applicant should have a minimum of 

weighted 3.0 GPA

HOW TO APPLY:
http://www.clayeducation.org
and at any 
Clay County District 
High School’s Guidance Office

APPLY NOW!

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

The Last Monarch of Hawaii
Mary Catherine DeMarco (junior), The Stand That 
Changed America: The Conspiracy to Assassinate 
Lincoln

Third place: Brooke Remolde, Sarah Emma 
Edmonds: an Unlikely Patriot

Recognition 
Itzel Mora and Brooke Pucak, Monuments Men: The 
Art Saviors of WWII
Troiyana Tolber, Elizabeth Blackwell

Websites
First place: Alaa Osman (senior individual), Tearing 
Away The Red Cloth of Communism: Chinese 
Students Taking a Stand Against Maoism During 
the 1980s
Candace Torrefranca and Kayla Brown (senior 
group), Margaret Fuller: A Woman Living in the 
Nineteenth Century
Ryley Barnett (junior individual), Claudette Colvin: 
She Sat For What She Stood For
Tyler Goold, Conner Geller and Gage Click (junior 
group), A Pen and a Patriotic Idea 

Second place: Melody Knight (senior individual), 
Bob Geldof:The Singer Who Made a Difference in 
the Lives of Ethiopians
Katherine Middleton and Victoria Rhodes (senior 
group), Florida Teacher Strike of 1968
Thanh Thai (junior individual), Ho Chi Minh: A Stand 
for Freedom
Tristan Manley and Ty Villalon (junior group), 
Thomas Paine’s Stand in History

Third place: Lexi Thompson, The Fight for Women’s 
Rights

Honorable mention: Luke Schmit, The Social 
Democratic Party’s Stand Against the Enabling Act

Special Award Winners
Women’s History
Candace Torrefranca and Kayla Brown, Margaret 
Fuller: A Woman Living in the Nineteenth Century
Lana Peyton and Carissa Taylor, Taking a Stand in 
History - The Grimke Sisters

African-American History
Cephora Michel and Manoach Deliscar, Sojourner 
Truth
Ryley Barnett, Claudette Colvin: She Sat For What 
She Stood For

Creative Expression
Deshani Hettiarachchi, Jane Goodall: Beyond the 
Forests of Tanzania

The Historical Society of Orange Park’s 
Art Hall Award
Brooke Remolde, Sarah Emma Edmonds: an 
Unlikely Patriot

Delegates to Florida History Day
Madison Yonash, Thomas Paine’s Stand Through 
Common Sense
Amia Williamson-Brown, Black Panther Party
Alaa Osman, Tearing Away The Red Cloth of 
Communism: Chinese Students Taking a Stand 
Against Maoism During the 1980s
Mary Catherine DeMarco, The Stand That Changed 
America: The Conspiracy to Assassinate Lincoln
Deshani Hettiarachchi, Jane Goodall: Beyond the 
Forests of Tanzania
Ryley Barnett, Claudette Colvin: She Sat For What 
She Stood For 
Lana Peyton and Carissa Taylor, Taking a Stand in 
History: The Grimke Sisters
Tyler Goold, Conner Geller and Gage Click, A Pen 
and a Patriotic Idea
Chris Romero, Sinn Fein: The Creation of a Country
Justin Cooler, Operation Pedro Pan: Saving a 
Generation

students in grades 6-12 to pick one of five 
categories of presentation: documentary film, 
websites, historical essay, performance or 
exhibits. Students pick their method, then their 
topic – then they spend a whole semester get-
ting extremely familiar with their topic so they 
are prepared for the judges’ questions when it 
comes time to defend their theses. 

“The research is primary source driven; 
authentic research like this cannot be done 
with any other project,” Cheatwood said. “These 
students dig so deeply in the content that they 
almost breathe it.”

Students are judged, and awards are given 
to the top performers from each category in 
both a junior and senior division. Winners will 

continue to the state level of competition, and 
the best will continue to nationals in Washing-
ton, D.C. It is hard for a student to make it to 
Washington. Since 2001, Cheatwood said Clay 
County has sent just one student to nationals. 

One student participating at this year’s com-
petition, Grace Episcopal Day School student 
Grace Ernst, returned to the competition for 
the second year in a row after making it to state 
last year as a seventh-grader, hoping to repeat 
victory and maybe make it further this time 
around. This year she chose to focus her exhibit 
on Susan B. Anthony. 

“Through (history fair) I’ve learned that 
there are a lot of different views, and different 
perceptions of the same event,” Ernst said. “It’s 
cool to learn about a person and what led up to 
whatever it was that they did to make history.” 

One of Ernst’s favorite vignettes she learned 
about Anthony was the time when she and 40 
other women stormed to the local polls and 
demanded the right to vote, something that 
was illegal for women at the time. After voting, 
Anthony was arrested for her illegal vote. 

Women’s rights and civil rights found their 
way into many of this year’s projects, with 
National History Day’s theme for 2017 being 
“Taking a Stand in History.” 

In addition to bringing a group of his own 
students, Coppergate Elementary Social Studies 
teacher Will Drawdy also waited outside the 
website judging for his daughter, Coppergate 
sixth-grader Mona Drawdy, to return from 
her defense of her project “The Clash and the 
Politics of Punk.” Drawdy talked with Cheatwood 
in the hall while waiting for Mona, Cheatwood 
said “I’m sure I know where she got the idea for 
this project,” as Drawdy laughed. “She’s definitely 
raided my record collection a few times,” he said.

Will Drawdy, a punk fan, is also very serious 
about his history. 

“History is unfortunately a neglected 
subject,” he said. “It is vital to understand your 
culture and what came before. I encourage 
students to understand history so that they can 
be leaders in their generation.” 

Finally, Mona made it back from her defense 
and talked with her dad about how it had gone. 
The twelve-year-old seemed unflappable, and 
quickly unbuttoned a collared shirt to reveal a 
t-shirt of her favorite band, The Clash. 

“Punks take a stand against conformity and 
consumerism,” the younger Drawdy said. “They 
reject the social norms that a lot of people ob-
sess over. I learned a lot about the society that 
punk emerged from, specifically the presidency 
of Ronald Reagan and the time when Margaret 
Thatcher served as Prime Minister [of Great 
Britain].” 

Every type of leader was represented at 
the Clay History Day, from Iggy Pop, to Nelson 
Mandela, Jane Goodall and Ghandi. 

Cheatwood noted that all of the judges and 
teachers who make Clay History Day a success 
do so as volunteers. 

“Teachers don’t get anything extra, but 
we don’t do this for that reason,” Cheatwood 
said. “We do it because there is no better way 
to teach research skills, and because for the 
students, understanding primary sources from 
history makes them better citizens, both socially 
and politically.”

The winners are listed in red box to the left.
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The fever Cole couldn’t shake turned into every mother’s nightmare. He began to have seizures 

and was rushed to Wolfson Children’s ER at Baptist Clay. Cole stopped breathing, but the team 

of pediatric emergency specialists was able to resuscitate him. He was quickly transported to 

Wolfson Children’s Hospital for a comprehensive evaluation and, after an overnight stay, the Clay 

County toddler was back to being his healthy, happy self. Parents Lydia and Ryan know firsthand 

and will tell any parent: Where you take your child for emergency care matters. 

Cole’s fever quickly  
became life threatening.

Watch Cole’s story at  
wolfsonchildrens.org/ER 

Wolfson Children’s 
Emergency Centers

Locations in Fleming Island & Jacksonville
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